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FEMALE PERFECTION. 


Preſented to the (crious Meditation 
and peruſal of all modeſt Women, 


who deſire to live under the Go- 


vernment of Vertue,and are 
obcdicaut to her Laws. 


| 


Containing an Hiſtoricall diſcourſe of rhe 
Beſt and pincipalleſt for Holineſs and 
Vercue of that Sz x. 


Wuſtrated with ſundry Poems and Fignres, 
pertinent to the Story, 


By a Perſon of Honour. 


—Luke 1. 28. Hail, thou that art highly favour- 
ed, the Lord is with thee : bleſſed art thou among 
Women. 
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Printed by 7.LZ. and are to be old by Auſtin Rice, 
at the Three Hearts in S* Pauls Church- 

yard, near the Weſt end, 1656. 
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Happy Miſtreſſe of all 


imaginable Graces, which 
beautific and ennoble both bo- 
dy and minde, the Lady 
Theophila Coke, 


Madame, 
WHT Y Motives for 
Ab the Dedicati- 
Wage! on of this en- 
ſuing Treatiſe ro your 

a7. La 


a — SO ._.— Cy alt. 


JETTY 
——— 


The Fpiſtle 


Ladiſhup, are three;you \ 
Knowledge, your Vet : 
true, and my owne Ot : 
ligation. For the firſt; : * 
it is to youa ſingular O! : 
nament, and Content, | : 
is it tome a ſpeciall com 1 
fort; for you cannot d« « 
light more tounderſtanc « 
then I doe to be unde : 
ftood. Had I written t « 
your Ladiſhip in th « 
Roman Language, 1 
French, the [talian,or th ' 


Spa 


Oo —— 
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Dedicatory. 
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ou Spaniſh, they had beene 
© almoſt as fanuliar to you | 
Jas this your native 
- { Tongue, in which you 
I are Miſtreſle of fo great 
,lan Elegancy, that no 
m words are ſo fit as your 
d: owne, to eternize your 
1 owne actions. But theſe 
e1 are only the conveyances 
: of Learning, the vaſt bo- 
th dy whereof you have fa- 
h thonrd, and inevery ſe- 
þ verall part of it are” M1- 
a a 4 {ireſle 


The Epi "= 


ſtreſle of as much, as the, 
want of an Academickyqt 
education, and the mant41 
fold divertments incident 
to your ſexe, permit. Ande 
of this ineſtimable trean; 
ſure, Modeſty keeps tha 
key,and ſhuts out Often: 
tation, not ſuffering #t 
word to iſlue forth with-t. 
out a Grace to attend ita 
Hence it comes to paſle « 
that 2s 1t 15 1mpoſs1ble toi 
handle perfumes withoutr 
bea- 
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Dedicatory. 
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Waring away part of their 
Kr. ſo to converſe with 
141 without ſavouring, 
nt your goodnefle. Nor 
Ges your Diſcourſe a- 
anerchiſh of your ſweet 
nafpoſition;for you read: 
nat ofa vertue, which you 

#thwith put not into 
1-t,& adde to It a greater 
!taury, then it had me 
example from which 
tou deriv'd it, T he conſi- 
utratio, Madam, of theſe 
a- your 


—_—. 


—. 
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The Epiſtle 


your Excellencies ct: 
firnvd in me a belicte,th 
this portraiture ( thouy 
imperfect) of the pry; 
Preſident of femall Pd 
fetion, would Provyl 
Preſent moſt acceptye 
to your Ladiſhip je 
whoſe innocency yn 
make as neer an approrr 
as any thing mortallat 
doe. Should I fay pr 
are without ſinne,r 
ſhould impiouſly call 


( 


| Dedicar: my 


Cho. 


cradict the Seri iptures; 
hould I ſay you have a- 
1 ſhould unjuſtly goe 
rhainſt mine own know - 
Fdee for neither ], nor [ 
—_ Envy her elf could 
tyer yet diſcover 1n you 
je leaſt imperfection. 
prel amif you have 1n- 
romities, they are 1nte- 
late, ankle you place 
7 pur owne Conſcience 
e,r a witneſle, which it 
call not better be- 

F: Lo come 


F 
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The Epiſtle 


come to judge it ſelfe;ch 


it will doe my Chart 
to cleare it.Noris this pſo, 
rity of yours froward aiT 
formall, but gentle, frda 
and communicative. Y pe 
ſhew the world thatthd x 
isa chriſtian freedome,to 
which we may lawfuhne 
partake, By your fatar 
Demeanour you cleenal 
demonſtrate, that ſancyo! 
ty may be without A wo 
ſterity, and vertue fer 
cure 


"I 


Dediuatory. 


DC 


curely ſociable, and that 
thee 15 more fruitfull in 
ſociety, than in ſolitude. 
iT his teſtimony, Ma- 
dame, ] ruth, and the 
pro ( whole Regiſter 
qd am) commanded mee 
,to give You, and com- 
mend to Poſterity. [ 
atannot deſcend to fuch 
2nalenefſe, as to flatter 
Fou, yet: (1t I ſhould, ) 
would not you be flat- 
ter'd, who. are: like a 
x* | {ſweet 


| : 28 The Epiſtle | 
j | cometojudgelt ſelfe,r then! 
8 it will doe my Charity 
|” to cleare 1t.Nor1s this pu 

| 7 rity of yours froward and) 
[7 formall, but gentle, tree, 


and mmcarve, Yeo 

Z ſhew the world that there| | 
| isa chriſtian freedome, of 
F- which we may lawfully 

partake, By your faire \ 

Demeanour you Faw | 
demonſtrate, that ſancts\ 
ty may be without A u-. 
ſterity, and vertue ſe- | 
curely' 


a 
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 curely ſociable, and thar 


ſhee 15 more fruttfull in 
ſociery, than in ſolitude. 
This teſtimony, Ma- 
dame, ]ruth, and the 
people ( whole Regilter 
I am) commanded mee 
to eve You, and com- 
mend to Poſterity.” f[ 


' Cannot deſcend to fuch 


baleneſſe, as to flatter 


you, yet- (it I ſhould, ) 


' would not you be flat- 


ter'd, who. are: like a 
{ſweet 


The - Epitl 
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ſweet Inſtrument, that 
ſends forth a delighefull 
found without being ſen- 
ſible of 1ts owne Harmo- 
ny. No, no, heaven for-. 
bid my ines ſhould bee 
like thoſe Sacrifices,out 
of which they aſed to 
plucke the heart, but leave | ' 
the tongue behinde, [I ſe- 
riouſly protelt, chatif you 
were + mpreſle of che 
World, and were with- 
all as enunent 1m Vice, as 


YOu. 


rat. 
hd ds” ad tam 


Dedicatory. 


you are in Vertue, [ 
would not give you the 
leaſt praiſe in exchange 
for all your large polleſ- 
ſions; for no gold ſhall e- 
ver winne mee to guild 


ſinne, And I freely con- 
fefle that if within the 


large circuitof my Con- 


verſation, or Reading, [ 
could have found a femi- 
nine Examptke,fairerthen 
your owne, to herperu- 
all, if living, I had com- 
mended 


= - : Py 
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ms The Epiftle 
mended this Treatiſe, if 
j | dead, had bequeathd if 
} to her memory. Such a! 
| proiticuted Eloque nce,as 
made Apologies tor Adeſ- | 
alma, and Onartila, are 
| to me odious. But wee 
; muſt warily diſtinguiſh | 
betweene agrofle Flatte- | 
ry,and a due Praiſe; the | 


| 24: latter of which, ſaith Pl- 


| fecunans 


I Sa. «BY 


till hee hath left to doe 
things praiſeworthy, As | 


WE 


i» Epi, NY, NO Man contemneth s 


7 Deaicatory. 
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' wecannor over-worlhip 


the true Deity, ſo wee 
cannot over-praile a true 
P ity. [ r onely now. re- 


ſteth, thar' | offer up to 


your Ladiſhip, two Pe- 


titions; the firſt of which 


' 15,that you would vouch- 
ſafe to permit this Booke, 
under your gratious Pa- 


tronage, to doe that 
where youarenot, which 
you performe where you 
are; that 1s, to confirme 

h che 


Rn A 
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The Epittle 


the good,and convert the 
bad. The next 1s, that 
your Ladiſhip would 
be pleaſed to accept of my 
ſubmiſsve Gratitude, 
which, though great, can 
no way proportiona- 
ble tothe infinity of your 
favours. Theſe I would: 
endeavour here toſumme 
up, were I not deterred 
from theattempt by In. 
oſs1bility, _ your no- 


bleſt Nature, wo which 


No- 


ar 
fi 
1e 
« 


-- 


4 
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Dedicatory. 
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nothing 1s more dil-- 
pleaſing , than thankes 
' for an old Benefit, no- 
| thing more pleaſing, 
than the conferring of 
| a new. I chooſe there- 


- fore rather to be ar- 


 pued of Ingraticude, 
| than of offending your 

Ladiſhippe , whoſe 
| ſervice next to that 


of GOD, [ juſtly 


-' plory in, it being the 


h 


J- * 


ba onely 


cf —- nt —_ Dn 
| The Epiſile, Co : 


oncly - Honour nov 


| left, * 


I  - TE | 
| | Towr Ladiſhips woſt bumble, 
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To the Feminine . 
* READER: : 


> @NACS Ou arc bere preſen- 
VA ted by anextreme 
= Honourer of your 

| => 2 ſexewith a Miy- 
"row ur of Femal perfettion. It is 
® not a Glaſſe wherein a Babe, 4 
"| Fools or 4 Monſter may ſee if 
 ſelfe,as well az you. By this you 
_ . caunot curle your baires, fill up 
your wrinckles,and ſo alter your 

b 3 looks, 


| looks, that Nature who Pry q 
you, knowes you no more, bu 
utterly forgets ber owne Work | 
manſbip. By this you cannot ly * 
{þo1s 08 your facesbut rake tben ! 
one of your ſoules,you may. B 0 
this you cannoz compoſe you, * 
Countenances, but your Mind t 
youſball, andgive them a neve 
fading Beauty. In this you ma, | 
diſcerne al V ertues, and al Gr, ( 
ces at their full prowth. Her, | 
you may Merver' Charity diſtri 

buting, Temperancy abſtaining, 

Patience ' ſuffering, Humanit) 

yeelding, (baſtity refiting, Va 

tour com bating, and Prudenc | 


aſſt 
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ad: afliſting all theſe. Here any orna- 
bu ment you already have, you may 
rh better, and any you bave not,you 
ly may prrcbaſe at the eafie rate of 
cn reading and imitating. Here you 
B may learne to transforme your 
1 wely Vices tnto as amiable Ver- 
ln tes. This Glaſſe will noe flatter 
4 you, nor if you be angry with it 
4 for ſbewing your Deformities , 
4 Can you breake it. Both the mat- 
1 ter, and the reflefions here are 
all internall, and therefore not 
tangible. This is ſbee whoſe Em- 
bleme ingenious Antiquity made 
an Vnicorne, laying bis head in 
tbe lappe of a Virgin, This i 
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"the faire _ whoſe lo lovely fruid 
once t::iſtkcd expels not for a time 
onely, but for ever the ryenome 
of the moſt deadly fines. This is 
ſhe,who was on Earth a Confir- 
mer of the good, and a reformer 
of the reprobate. All her Vifitants 
were but ſo many ( onverts, 
whoſe | bad —_ and erroni- 


their inward fight, and their pro-(0, 
ftrate ſoules adored divine, Ma- 
jeſticall -vertue, refiing in this gro 
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(acred Temple. The conference 
ith ber rais d them above chem: 
Nelves, and enfranchts'd their 
wes till then, chained to-thetr 
dies.” The knowleape of ber, 
humbled the moſt proud 'nd;ures, 
for the [uſtre of ber Merits, ren- 
(der d their owne obſcure .O-make 
. the emulgtion of this.chaſte Twr- 
fltle your onely ſiudy! and not in 
[words onely, but in deeds alſo 
p ſbew your ſelves Proficients ; for 
{Wertues meditated, and not 4- 
[ed,do but puſfe us up the more, 
- ee eafily beleevVing,that wee are 
- what we reſolve to be. Onthis, 
; ground your beliefe, that ſbee a- 


, mone(? 
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| amoneſ} you who o ſhall conſtan, 


felfe; Welcome thou faj 


greadin ber paths, ſhall at leng 
arrive at the Celeftiall Paradi) 
which now [be inbabits, and 
receive this ſalutation, nos fru 
ar Angell, but from God bis 


ſoule, full of Grace, enter id 
theGlory,l bave prepared 
ehee, 


| To the ' Maſculine 


"1 READER. 


2FOr to you alſo 
43 (though ofa dif- 
fcrent 00 this 
Re RZYPp booke belongs, 
to who the ſacred ſubjeR of 
ir brought the ſame cternall 
benefit, ſhee did to her owne 
kinde, Neither doth ſhe one- 
Tlly require your Gratitude, but 
yout [mitation, whoſe mea- 
neſt perfeQion farre excels all 
your 


- yourſolong vanted maſculin'Y 


merits, I doubr not but byth/® 
more,and lefſle knowing & 
you, I ſhall be diverſly judg* 
ed. Thefirſt will argue mee of© 
indifcretion in that choſe no 
a Matter of a higher nacutf® 
whereby to make a demon}: 
ftration of my ſufficiency, T 
theſe [ ſhape this anſwer, th#** 
my Invention could not ſoaf? 
higher, for whether wee ie 
gard her perſon, or het diving,” 
G'frs, ſhee is in Dignity new 
God hiinſelfe. There is no 
thing of ſo ſublimea ftraine a 


$ 


c 
c 
| 
| 


Vertue, which cnters Hea®? 
ven 


1 Ven when Subcility and Cu- 
rioſity are juſtly excluded, It 
<Þ yertue muſt ſave us; for in 


knowledge che Divell him- 


Io 


| Jelfe farre exceeds us. There is 
no Argument, as [take it, ſo 
portant, oc concernes us ſo 
ch as that of our ſalvation. 
hele:men would have mce_ 
afie my, ſelfe in the Phyſicks, 
to finde'out of what, not 
wherefore] am:made: Orin 
he Mathematickes, to learne 
z2ow farre it is to Heaven, not 
how to.comethither ; Or in 
\Pivinityz:ro bee j1:quiſutive 

Whether or no Chriſts mirs- 


4: 
5 culous 
Ml 


your ſo long vanted maſculinV« 
merits, I doubt not but bythf* 
more,and lefſe knowing 
you, I ſhall be diverſly judgf 
ed. The firſt will argue mee 0 
indiſcretion in that choſen 
a Matcer of a higher natu 
whereby to make a demon}; 
ftration of my ſuthciency, T{' 
thele [ ſhape this anſwer, thÞ* 
my Invention could not ſoat?. 
higher, for whether wee r 
gard her perſon, or her diving” 
G:frs, hee is in Dignity net 
God himſelfe, There isn 
thing of ſo ſublimea ſtraine 
Vertue, which enters Hea 


yet! 


; Ven, When Subtility and Cu- 
ioſity are juſtly excluded, It 
js yertue muſt ſave us; for in 
knowledge the Divell him- 
elfe farre exceeds us. There is 


hereforeT am:made; Orin 
_the Mathematickes, to learne 
10 farre it is to Heaven, not 
ow to-.comethither : Or in 
ivinity,:to bee i:quiſuive 
hether. or no Chriſts mirs- 
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culous feeding of fo matiy,wicll 
by augrnentation, or multsci 
plication of the Loaves an \ 
Fiſhes : Whether or no theif t 
who were born with fight {70 
afterwards toſt it, beirig reſifbo 
red to it 4gaine by Chriſt, ſa" 
bertet 'after the Gure, the#be 
they did before theit blind d 
nefle; And whiether or no Þl 
Dead; who roſe with our SSI! 
viour, aſcended wich him, {01 
were againe reduct to duffVe 
To theſe necdleſle accute fofOt: 
lies I aſpire not How marvn 
are there now in Hell, wifor 
while they livd here, we 


jr 
eſtcem 


eftcemd: the Organs of the 
Sciences, the Temples of 
jy Viſedome, nay Oracles, as 
if they had beene form'd in 
Heaven, and ſent dowvne hi- 
kher full fraughe with Gods 
Iwne ſecrets, yet now deteſt 
their former vaine Know- 
ledge, as much as the Darke- 
yeſſe they lived in? Butinthis 
fingdome of Woe and Hor- 
our, none of vertues ſubic&s 
ver reſided. Let them there- 
Fore cenſure on, they ſhall not 
gJomuch as fhake my ſecurity; 
for I know it fares with uni- 
Fcriall Learning, as with the 
nl Vol 
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Yniverſe, whetein there at 4 
more Delinquents then Iudg 
cs The opinions of thele! p, 
can welltollerate,becaule the | 
proceed from Science,thoug p 
erronious. But there are ſon; 
whom I have heard topaſ) 
cheir caſting verdias. on ti, 
moſt meriting Authors, whi ;; 
deſerve- themſelves to bly. 
hang'd for ſo often violatin =P 
their owne mother tongul 
did not their Ignorance pleas an 
their pardon. Lec theſe poo, 
wretched things, who wh, 
they heare in the laſt comps 
ny, vent for their owne inti,;, 
nes 


—— 


" 
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l next, ſhare amongſt them my 
s ſcorne, and pitty, as being far 
© below my anger, I am notig- 
7 norant that he who feares the 
& pale meager Family of the 
TZoili, muſt onely write to his 
l owne Lar. If to the truely ver- 
t tuous, the truely underſtan- 
b ding, I can approvethele my 
bt humbleindeavours,and draw 
in any one ſoule, but one degree 


"nearer to goodneſle, my holy 


A 2mbition, and my no ſmall la- 
our ſhall receive an a:nple 
bi larisfaction. 

P” lt now rewainesthatas to 


th thele latter, I ſecke to approve 
o C all 


'* 
| 
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all my a&ions, ſo to them _ 
likewile efſay ro iuftifie th 
preſent worke. Iamthe fir, 
(co my knowledge) who bat; 
written 1n our vulgar tonglls, 
on this our blelſed Virg, , 
drawne thereto | contelle |, 
the ſtrength rather of affediq, 
on, than of abiliry, Yet wit, 
all I profcfle that 1 am her ant 
mirer, not her Idolater, an. 
that I no way allow of tha, 
profane cuſtome, who robh,. 
Godof his Honour, and bij; 
ftovv it on her. Bur this 1 wil. 
lay, thai though I impure ner, 
the latetroubles and affliction : 


— 


N 
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| of the Proteſtant party inGey- 
" many, to the ſmall revercnce 
there Paid her (many of Gods 
" ipdgements accurding to 
Saint AuſÞn, being ſecrer,none 
" unjuſt) yet cruely | beleeve 
"har the wi'dervaluing of one 
ſg great, and deerc it: Chrifts 
Meltecme, cannot but bee dif- 
Wleaſing to him, and char che 
Mncte vve aſcribe to her (ſet- 
"ting Invocation apart ) the 
more gratious we appeare in 
ifs fight, IThavebeeneas cau- 
vious in the penning of chis 
"Treatiſe, as poſlibly 1 could, 
and (in imitation) of Vertues 
: C2 OWN 


_— —_ EFT -  "p————_—_—__ a — ——— — —— 


owne ſelfe) bave kept the 
meane, But all pretenders to 
Divinity know, that wichou: 
the helpe of Eccleſiafticall Hi 


ory, we can ſpeake little 0 


her life, or death, ſo ſparing i 
the holy Writ in the mentior 


' of her, The ſcholaſticall and 


Eccleſiaſtical Writers inſerte 
in this Booke to truſt; or dj 
truſt too much,is alike erroni 
ous, and therefore I referre al 
to the diſcretio of the Reader, 
I will onely adde this; tha 
{ince the finiſhing of this ſto. 
ry, I have read a bocke of the 
now Biſhop of Chicheſter, en- 

tituled 


ticuled Apparatus, Oc. = 
to amglad to finde that I have 
u: not digreſſed from himin any 
i one particular, I conclude 
of with this proteitation, thatif 
j; Ihaveſwerved in any the leaſt 
1 Point from the tenents recei- 
\| vedin the Engliſh Church, I 
« ſhall bee moſt ready to ac- 
: knowledge my ſelfe atrue Pe- 
j nitent, Farewell. 
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Medttationes poctice & 


Chriſtianz in annunciatio- 


. nem beatz Virginis, 
W. A. 


Aue Maria. 


(322% es quondam, perque om 
nia ſecula gaude, 


Omnia que gaudlI ſecula tempu 
habet. 
Stipaſti que letitia caſtum alues 
atut. 
AEquum eft Letitie mella ut ins aut 
bibas. 


Ti 


—— — —————_ 


Tu gandl verbum peperifti, & dicit 
yetc 
Ommbuc: atque omny terra revi- 
brat Ave. 
- Sed ta ſalvificum genniſli in ſecula 
Salve: 
& Noftra eccho nndum nomen hona- 
ris, Ave. 


0. 
Gratia plena. 


guam ſunt plena ſno diftenta alvea- 
ria melle, 
Guad floge ewario Chymica flillat 
aprs : 
» Quan plenaeſt adamante ſus, teres 
| area gemme, 
4s Pune quod nonrecipit, prenſat amo- 
re decus : 
i Pam plena oft radijs ſularibus anrea 
luna, 
1 Oppoſutums tot0 cums bibit orbe jubar - 


C 4 Duan 


+> <——_— 


| 


— —_ 
Duam plena eft Charitum, Charitum,, 


modulata chorea, 
Tm plena eft decoris virgo Mari x, 
Dez. | TH 

Invide quid fontem criſpas ? mirati- 

le n0n eſt | FF 
Si gravida eft Charttum, qua gruzgy 
wvidata Deo eſt. 'N 
Dominus tecum, Na; 


Human lapſum gener ſub triftibu 
umbris | 
Luxerat Angelici caria tota chort, \x:, 
Et reparart iterum coniuncti numink! 
anſa F 
Firgineo optavit poſſe videre finu. | ” 
9 homo quam ſit grata ſalus tibi pro- 2 
ria | quando ; 
Angelica exultat turba ſalute tua. Foc 


Benedica tuin mulieribus. 
M4 01 > c 


f 


— — 


Mforborum m0rs intravit l 0ng0 ordine 
1 mundum, 
UF eminea quondam ſolicitata mann- 
Fic Charitum Vita intravit longo ag- 
; mine mundum, 
' Feminea Marie ſolicitata fide. 
4Fons nobss vita, vita pariendofuiſl. 
; Noſque erimus laudis fons, bencd:. 
EE © 
Nam dignum eſt per quam cepit br 
nedictio vite. 
4 Vtfit pre ſexu ter beneditta ſus. 


; . . , 
;[Et benedictus fructus ventris tu:, 


ErucFaſſe bonum pleno de pectore wer. 
- bum, 
\ Divino ſeſe predicat ore pater. 
Hoc Chriftus verbum eſt, quod de bo- 
' _mitatisabyſſo, 
Eff udit caſto vireo Maria ſti. 
Gra- 


——___ Lancs 
| n— 


Gratums ft, & inſtum pariter, B pi 
dictio ut ipfa 
EF uſa reperenſſo ſit bened: (ta ſom © 


Spiritus ſanctus ſupervenier inte i; 


F 
pt Zephiri teneris ubi | bilat hal, 
hortes, 
Dulces adorate aepluit aura roſe; 
Spir.tus at flort tam molliter oſcn 
L:bat 
Vt non virgineos explicet ore ſinu: 
Sic Mariam ſanctus Deitatts ſie, 
af flat - 
Num:na & caſius flumina fund \, 
0n)Xx. 
Nec tamen eatern ſolvit tibi clanſh & 
pudoris - 
Statque tue implicito culmine tur 
roſe. 3 
Chriſium ill:bata de virgine Greal 
natnmn; 2 
S:r illibato et cortice natus odor.  * 


E 


j. 


1 


Pro 


= 4 


1 
Et virtus altifimi obumbrabit tibi 
| Epigramma difſertum. 
| 
' Vt genmt magnum pater extra tem- 
} pora natum: - 
 Tempore ſic natum virgo Maria 
| brevem, 
pom in png ſebi par, ſubſtan- 
tia d'ſþar : 
. Vt fine matre Dews, ſic (ine patre 


Her. 
od] uerperimm Deus eſt f maiuſ- 
| que vidctur 
Non eguiſſe viro, non eguiſſe Dca. 
A [Caſts fue; ray lucem, virgo paritura ſub 
umbra : 
| Et paritura umbram preſiitit ipſe 
Dexs. | 
. 0 condeſcenſus wova oratia : lumints 
Author 
Tpſe creature vertitur umbra ſuc. 
L tque 


O_o 
th. 


F rque e inviſ bilts ucts peter au 
abetur. F-- 
Sic eft viſubilts virgo Maria ge 
Yiſurus numen Moſes penetravi 


umbram : 
Tunc Chriſtus numen tunc all 
umbra futt. 
Migremns tcaebre ad lucem, __ 
mine verſo, 
Proque die tenebra eſt, pro ren 
que dies, 


| 


| - _ W: p—_ 
i 


THE GHYRLOND 
h of the bleſſed Virgin 


MARIE: 


FEE Fre, are five letters tn this bleſſed 
WP ( /P2:ch,chang d,a five-fold (Name, 
2) © myſterie deſigne, 


IS The MI. the MI re, A. Five 


k A tmonds clame, 


RR l. bo Eien Egon 


j 

I 
Theſe forme thy Ghyrlond. Wheroef Myrtle greey, | 
| The gladdeſt ground to all the numbrea-five, | 
I {0 implexed, and laid 1a, betwe ny | "1 
| As Lowve,here ſftucited to beep Grace alrve, RY 4 | | 


ES I. 


CCI IL rL——— 


The Ghyr 


i" of 


—__ 


S—— 


—— mend 


The ſecond ſtring is the 
Ymounted high wpon Selinis creſt : 

As it, alone, (and onely it ) had roeme, 
T 0 knit thy Crowne,and glorific the ref8. 


The third,ts from the garden call d the Roſe, 
The Eye of flowers, worthy,for hy ſcent, 

To top the faireſt Lillie, now, that growes, 
With wonder on the thorny regiment. 


The fourth is humble Tvy,unterſert, 
But lowle laid, as on the earth aſleep, 
Preſerved, in her antique bed of Vert, 
No faiths more firme, or flat, then, where't dot 


But, that which ſummes all, the Eglantine, 
Which, of the field u clep'd the ſweeteſt brier, 
Inflawd with ardor ts that myſtick Shine, 
1n Moles b/h, un-wafted m the fire, 


Thns, Love.aud Hope,and burning Charitic, 
(Divimneſt graces) are ſo entermixt, 

With e4'rous ſweets and (oft hamwitse, 
As if they 'ador'dthe Head,wherosn th are fixt 


The 


ſweet Almond bloome | 


cree) | 


} 
, 


( 


| 


| 


MN Whoſe chearfull look our [ dnefſe doth deft he 


he 


the bleſſed Virgin. 


eta 


xx mo— ao—_—_ mm__— c__— wdumr———_ 


THE REVERSE 


on the backe ſide. 


Heſe Myſteries do point to three more great, 
| Onthe reverſe of this your circling crowne, 


| All, pours thew full hewre of graces downe, 


The glorious Trinity #: Vnion mer. 


Daxghter,and Mother,and the Spouſeof GOD, 
eAlike of bn, to that moſt bleſſed Trine, 

Of Perſons, yet m Union (ONE ) arvine. 
How are thy gifts,and graces blaz'd abrozd ! 


Moſt holy, &- pure Virgin, bleſſed Mayd,(Tower, 
Sweet Tree of Life, King Davids Strength and 
The Hoaſe of gold, the Gate of heavens power, 

The Mornimg-ftar whoſe hight our Fal hath ſtay'd 


Great Ducen of Dmeens moſt mild,moft meck,moſe 
Moſt venerable. C.:uſe of all our joy. (wiſe, 


And art the ſpotleſſe Mirrour to Mans eyes. 


- The 


Wb | 


a # 


The Ghyrlond of, &c., 


The Seat of Sapience,the moſt lovely Adother, 
And moſt to be admired of ” Sexe, | 
Who mad ft us happy all, tn thy reflexe, 

By bringung forth G O D's onely Son, no other, 


fil Thor Throne of glory,beauteons as the Afoon v& 
It T he rofie Morning, or the riſing Sun, 
ll Who like a Giant haſts his conrſe torun, 

Tull he hath reach'd his two-fold point of Noon 


' How arethy gifts audgraces blaz'd abrod, \ 
Through all the lines of this circumference, W 

T imprint i all purg'd hearts this virgin ſen, 
Of being Danghter, Mother, Spouſe of G O D! 0 


— ——_ pa = —__—_———————— — —_—— —  —— — 
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, A Pannegyricke upon 
the bleſſed Virgin M A & v. 


VV Hat eye dares ſearch the 
brightneſlſe of the Sun * 


| What Pencil draw it ? what con- 
T ception 
 Iscleane enough thy pureneſle to 
| delcry, 
| Pr ſtrong enough to ſpeake thy 
Dignity 
| Bleſ Maches of our Lord, whoſe 
| happy ſtate, 
None but an Angels tongue did 
firſt relate ? 
, Thouwert on earth a ſtarre moſt 
heavenly EE: . 


—_— 
I en roman 


That 


ee I ND ReCVCl Cr . 


I Thar <dſt bring forth the Sy 


Wi that lent __ | £ 
Will | Ancarthly veſſcll full of heavenly; 
| | grace, 
hl | Thatbroughſt forth life to Ads 
[i dying race : 
Mill For God on earth- thou wett 
| 1 royall throne, | 
Wl. The quarry to cut out our come 
Will | ſtone, 
| 1 The choſen cloth to make np 
(| | mortall weed, 
[| Soile bleſt with fruit yet free fros A 
MN mortall ſced. 
| 1 In marriage bands thou ledſt s 
Jl Virgin lite, 
il | And though untouch'd, becam' Y 
[ | | a fruintull wite, 

| /8 Tho! '&h thouto aged Noſeph wet 
wit | offur 

| No carnall loyc that facred leaguy 


procur'd, 


Al 


F- 

na All vaine delights \ were farre from 
your afſent, 

For chaſt by vow you ſeal'd your 
cha it intent. 

«Thus God his Paradiſe to Joſe eph 
lent, 

rt Whercin to plant the Tree of life 
| hemeant, 

"fro wt a birth miraculous, and 


ITY ſacred waycs of power diſ- 
| cloſethat high 
And holy — "> Ang 
(though 
ſt So full of light) defir'd to peepe 
| Into. 
Ret" thou thy Maker didſt bring 
forth, and he wy 
v1 Whoſe age had beene from all e- 
ternity, 
gWWas borne an Infant from thy 
bleſſed wombe. | 
Al d 2 He 


| 
' 
ti 


ir 31 vp 


Who made the world, and natu 


He lay encloſed in: that narrop 
roome, 

Whole greatneſle heaven 8c car 
could not containe . 


did ordaine, 

Was made of thy fleſh; he, who | 
open'd hand 

Feeds all the Creatures both bl. 
ſea and land; 

That even to thee thy lifeand bl 
ing lent, 

Did trom thy breaſt receive hl. ® 
nouriſhment. W 

His birth no humane tongues we. 
fit to ſing. 

Th: Angellike Quire did gre; © 
their new-borne King, Suc 

So bright a conſort, and ſo [wel 
a la W 

Made night more faire and cheeq© 
full than the day, Wi 

An + 


re——et>———c—_—_— — 


nd little Zetblen: with more glo- 
ry fil d, 
han all the Roman Pallaces 
could yeeld. 
ow wondrous great 1s then thy 
 happineſle 
That wert his Mother? but who 
x| car expreſſe = 
_ Po high a bliſſe? when \ we deſire 
y4 to fame 
Some other Maid or vertuous wo- 
mans name, 
When we of other Ladies write 
the lives, 
ofchaſte Maides happy Mothers, 
.conſtant Wives, 
Such as beſt Writers have re- 
4. nown'd of yore, 
hen we have told their noble 
| Vertues 0're, 
We draw ex amples, and beſides 
1 their owne 


z 


d 3 Faire 


a. Es. 


Faire ſtories, praiſe them by con 
pariſon. 

But in thy life we cannot; th 
alone 

Canſt not at al admit compariſo 

Sofar thy happy name and h« 
nour lives, 

Above all other Mothers, Maid 


or Wives, 

That 'twerea finne, when we ti 
ſtory tell, 

So much as once to thinke of P 
ralell, [ 

Wee'llet thee inthine owne pu 
titles live, 

And ſpeake no praiſe of thee þb 
politive, 

ho 2 we ſay all ages, natio: 


Shall thee moſt happy amor 


women call, 


T 


——_ 
Gp—_— 


—_— 


on hatof the greateſt bleſſing God 
erc ſent 

hqTo finfull man, thou wett the in- 
ſtrument. 


T. «AM. 


_ —_——_—_— 
—_— — y—_—_— —_— 
- _—_— 


EEEDESES! 


eA Panegyricke on t 
bleſſed Virgin M 4 RY. 


Doe not tremble, when I write 

4 Miſtreſſe praiſe, but with delig 
Can d:ve for Pearles into the flood, 
Fly through every Garden, wood, yt 
Stealing the choice of flowrs,& winiput 
To areſſe ker body or her minde, 
Nay the Saints and Angels are 


Andrich as they nor will ths doe 
V atill ſhe be my Idol too - 
with ths ſacriledge 1 diſpence, 
No fright is in my Conſcience, 
My hand ſtarts not,zor do T then 
' Finde any quakings in my pen, Wh 
{hoſe every drop of Tnke within, 
Dmwt 


—_—_— 4 —————_— 
Do ——_—_—— 


wels #s tin-me, my Parents ſine, 
nd prayſes on the Paper wrot, 
Wave but conſpir'd to make a blot, 
hy ſhould ſuch fears invade mc now, 
hat writes on her © to whom doe bow 
he ſoules of all the iuſt, whoſe place 
next to Gods, and in his face 
ll creatures and delights doth ſee 
s darling of the Trinitie; 
fo whom the Hierarchy doth throng, 
nd for whomHeaven # all one ſong. 
ves ſhould poſſeſſe my ſpirit here, 
niput pious 1oyes are mixt with feare. 
ut off thy ſhove, "tis holy ground, 
or here the flaming Buſh #s found, 
uhe miſticke Reſe,the 1v'ry Tower, 
he morning Star, & Davids bower, 
he Rod of Moſes, and of Tcf]e, 
he fountaine ſealed, Gideons fleece. 
woman cloathed with the Sunne, 
he beautcous Throne of Solomon. 
The Garden ſhit, the living ſprive, 
7 he 


The Tabernacle of the King, 

The Altar breathing ſacred fumt, 
The Heaven diſtilljag honie-co 
The untouch'd Lilly, full of dew, 
A Mother, yet a Virgin true, 
Before,and after ſhe brought forth 
(Our ranſome of Eternall worth) 
Both God & man,what woice can 
Thu myſtery, or Cherubs wing 
Lend from his golden ftocke, a ? 
To write, how heaven came dow 


Here feare,and wonder ſo advant 
My ſoule, it muſt obey a Trance. 


hi 


ES 2 04 
as ND ICS FR 


d 


{ PanegIricke dedica- 


"i to the eternall Memory, and 
j lorions Fame of the bleſſed 
Fe Wire MaRr. 


End me El;as Chariot to 
inſpire 
My feeble Muſe. Wheels 
of celeſtiall fire 
re herfrom Earth, purge ev'ry 
looſer thoughr 
his duller ayre, or that groſlc 
Dunghill wrought. . 
ct 


4 


” by —_ = 
— —_—— ng mcg —_ 
m renner engrrnges ED oe oN 


her in white, 

And innocent wit; let her ch 
ſoule delight 

In no adulterare line, no w 
ſenſe, 

Ler all her knowledge be her ef 
nocence { 

As Adams ere he fell; then 'whi 
ſhe raiſe 

A maiden ſpirit to chant a\ 
g11s praiſe. 

Yer ler her not be barren, 
bring forth 

Zeale to each care ſhe ſtrikes,|þ 


ſhall her worth 


ther too. | 
Inſtru& me you mine Orders h 
to {ing, 


loj his wing, 

quill ro write the ſtory, or en- 
reate 

ur brother Gabriel from his 
bleſſed ſeate 

viſit Earth, and teach mee, 
rſt I miſſe 

ſalute M a x y inavoyce like 
is, 


cepe on your eyes faire Virgins 
ong hath ſtaid, 


0 Bethlemw hafie, and ſce Gods 
Mother there. 

atrons, and Virgins runne, haſte 
allto ſee, 


_Jrler a Cherubin pluck me from = 


Both 


Ns ed 


*Auſtin, 
- Baroni- 
us, ad 
| others, 
hold that 
ſhewas 
deſren- 
ded from 
the Trive 
of Levi, 
whichthe 
late Bi- 
ſhop of 
hiche- 


ſter 
oppoſerh. 


Both joyn'd -in one a fruiff 
Chaſtity. = 

Then every Matron this g 
wonder tell, 

And every Virgin chant a 
ticle, 

Sing bleſſed Mary's praile, 


that for her 


ter. 

Mary deriv'd from two moſt 
rious Springs 

the bloud of Zevies Prieſts, 
Indah's Kings, 

Which did as in a Type i 
ſhew her ſtory, * 

To be the Mother both of GP" 
and Glory. 

Sing of her birth, how notff 
deem'd with prize, 

Her Father payd her as a 
fice 


« 


ugueto his God, when others ran. 
om'd be 

ith Shekles, as it were a ſla- 
ery 

ſerve their Maker, and the Pa- 
ents feare 

truſt him with the wardſhippe 
ftheir heire. 

1roþit the bleſt Maide, whom An- 
els now admire. 


; 


{din the Temple pray'da pret- 
Nun; 

Ghþatthe firſt breath ſhe ſi.ckt was 

oly aire, 

dthe firſt word ſhe learn'd to 

ſpe,was pray'r. | 

erc might you ſee an Infant 

Saint out-vIe 

The 


— 


The Levites in Devotion, and 
eye 

Cal up to heaven ere it the al 

__ hadknowne; | 
Whole ſhowers of teares in pi 
ſorrow ſhowne 

For Eves offence, not hers, 
did begin 

To learne Repentance erc 
knew to ſinne. | 

Each morning ſtrove the c L 
Larke, and the l 

Who firſt ſhould chant thei: c 
cred melody. 

He that had ſeene her mighþ 
very ſence 

Have prophecicd an Age of I 
cence | 

Reborne with her. I ſhould | 
thought her one 

Ofthe great Cherubins ſent f 

its throne | 


| 
| 
c 
tf 
1 


oo bated a race of Angels, and 
> Fg 

Are: roome that fell by proud 
> Ep 52 IC. 

hus fhe grew up in zeale, and 
holy feares, 

ct Gill Devotion would out-bid 
her yeares, 

ill * at fifteen (when others ho- 
of UiCT fires 

row to more wanton, and un- 
| Cars delires) 

by Prieſts + "DEA a husband 
© bly her bed; 


4 Fu Mary's thoughts all unto Hea- 


yen Were fled.” 
et was ſhe Toſephs Spoule, not 


with th'intent 

Tunlooſe her Uirgin Zone, but 
| toprevent 

: 

[The ſutes of others, and enjoy 

{ More free 


S The 


-— — 


* The 8 
pinion of 
Mantu- 
an, how 
trace] 


know 


not, 


The treaſure of un{potted Ch & 
ſtity. 

Who will belceve the wonde B 
have ſaid * 

Mary a husband tooke, to liv y 
Maide, 

Dare not thou Joſeph to approd S 
OO NEArec 

This heavenly Arke, thy Godi A 
habits there. 

Touch not that ſanctifi'd, and hy ( 
low'd wombe, 

Whence thy ſalvation, and 
worlds muſt come: 

For 'tis not, Carpenter, thy N 
that can 

Repaire the Fabricke of ited 
in'd man: 

m—_ muſt Bride to thy Crean 

6, 
And cladinflcſh part ofthe To 


, nity. 
& 


| 


Ch Sce God hath ſent from his eter- 
| nall ſphere, 
def Bleſt Gabriel, his fire-wing'd Meſ- 
| ſenger, 
ve Whocrown'd with Glory, anda 
| wreath of Light, 
oa Salures the Virgin, doubttull of 
| theſight, 
di And courts her thus. Haile Mary 
; fullofgrace, 
tb (Wherewith a bluſh roſe in her 
; baſhfull face, 
tf And verifi'd his words) the Lord, 
' quothhe, 
A Hath left his Heaven, and comes 
; to dwellinthee; 
-f Bleſt amongſt women, in thy 
| ſexe divine; 
ol For ev'ry breſt ſalvation {ucks 
' fromrthine. 
[1 Suppoſe a King had ſome gay fa- 


_  yoritte ſent 
Yo : #43 With 


Þ 
| 


With powerfull R hetoricke, axHe ahi 


Court complement 
Towin a Country Girle. wikh 
could ſhe gueſle 
But *rwas ſome ſcorne on her u?T 
worthineſle 2 W 
So Mary ignorant what her VelW 
tuCc was, K 
(For ſhe had made Humulity kN 
glafle) | 


Doubts what the words ſhoul! 
meane., wonders to hearc 

This ſaluration, and miſtruſts he B 
eare. | 

And when the Angell tcls here A 
a Sonne, 

To fit on Princely Davids royal B 
Throne, 

=> rule the houſe of zaceb, and 1 

e 


A ſceptred Prince to all Eterni. $ 


He 


— 


— — —— —— 
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 anHermodeſt ſoule no vaine Ambi- 
tion ſway'd, 

VhShe rather choſe to live an hum- 
ble Maid, 

ufT hen a Queene Mother. How can 
' 1,quoth ſhe, 

/e [Who nere knew man, and am a 
V otary 

he Nere to know any, teeme with 
ſuch a birth, 

ul! Who would not for the treaſure 

ofthe earth | 

1 Be falſe unto my vowes? My love 
is pray'r, 

« And piety allthe ſonnes 1 meane 
to beare. 

a} But when the Angell did Gods 

__ willrelate, 

9 That he would get a ſonne thar 

might create, 
. She yeelds a Handmaid to het 

Lords deſire. 


() 


DAM. Ao... lt 


O I but thinke how ſuch firs 
newes would fire 
Some Ladies hearts with pri 
when they ſhould heare 
Gods growne enamour'd on thy 
beauties were ! | 
How they would thinke they 
ſelves worthy the bed 
Oftheir Creatour, and advan 
their head | 
Above Mortality,promiſing the| 
cycs | 
Tobe made Stars to glonfie q 
""-"SRaS > 
But Mary's zeale {ſwell'd hight D 
then her pride; 
Nothing mov'd that, not whe [2 
old Zachary 's Bride —_ 
Felt the Babe dance, and leaps 
within her wombe, I: 
For joy the Mother of his Lon ; 
was Come, 


G 
| 


”— 


———_— 


f 


ranPut bleſs'd her God regarded her 
| cſtate, 
righnd ſung not to her ſclte, Mag- 
nificat, 
Nor when the Shepheards did re- 
{ late their ſtory 
hat was as full of wonder as of 
Glory, 
1n4But tooke the Angels Hymne,and 
! chanted then 
..| Glory to God on high, good will 
| to men; 
Y Nor when three Kings did to her 
: Cratch reſort, 
| Did ſhee conceive her Stable 
; turn'd a Court, 
Whento a Prieſt, a Prophet, and 
a King, 
| They ſev'rall brought their ſe- 
v'rall offring. 
/ She tooke not to delight a wan- 
| tonſenſe. 


1c 


E4 The 


4 een OATS a3 Sf Libs fat "” - - n=. a> ——_ P 
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The pretious Myrrhe, and od 


rofoſa 
Frankincenſe, [tot 
Nor did with covetous greed 
eyes behold 
The Eaſterne wealth ( the thi 
mans treaſure) gold; 


was gold to her. 
Her life was all Humility, Muſ 
make haſte 
To ſing her Death, and how heÞur 
life being paſt, 
Heaven entertain'd her; for the 
 Hymnes divine Z 
Are fitter to relate her praiſe, thaiffo 
thine. l 
Thou haſt not power tunfoldÞy 
with whata feare f 


She fled to £gypr, and continu'd 
tnere 


To 


b —þ 


Re emer ———_—— 


fo ſave her Infants life, not Skill 
[totel] 


racle. 
relume not thou to number 
what her cyes 
Whowre forth in teares, as on the 
Croſle ſhe {pics 
{$er Sonne, and Saviour, nor what 
care ſhe ſhow'd, 
Fo oather up the drops of bloud 
' that low'd 
Pure Balſome from his fide; nor 
|} venture on 
alTo write with what a violent 
zeale the run 
ao begge with 7oſeph hea Tombe 
might have, 
dBy whom we all are ranſom'd 
irom the Graye. 
dMethinks I ſee how by his Croſſe 
| ſhe ſtood, 


How 


How her ſad cyes vide teare 
he dropt bloud; 

Her eycs more ſad, cauſe they 
tain'd their ſight, 

And could not doe as Heaven 
looſe their light. 

Her armes cxpreſle the Crind 
whereon he dide, 


not be, 

The Temple ſhould expiyh; 
more griete than ſhe. 

Me thinkes I heare her plaints 
Camp that T . C0 

Should give thee fleſh; for el{etÞhnd 
could not yori "M0 ph 


Divinity is from all paſſion free, Pi 
That thou canſt ſuffer tormeats, 


from wee. 


Therefore thy Virgin Mother here 
wowes all 

honres to prayers, till thy laſt 
rumpet call. 


y penne 
mtabbe thoſe preſumptuous, and 
're curious men : 

hoſe bold Diſputes dare into 
ueſtion call 

hat ſonnes ſhe had, and whe- 
her Chriſt was all. 


come, 


phane her wombe., 

Sifthe Mother Maide thar ſtile 
gave ore, 

0 be a Mother, but a Maide no 
| more, 

Or 


Or ſhe that God and man þc 
borne, would be Ly 

A Mother now to beare _ 
nity, 

As ſhe from heaven to earth,Þ4 


_ thoughts had caſt, : 
And could love 7oſeph, that 
God embrac'd, , 
No, having layne, great heay hi 
immortall King, D 
Vnder the ſhadow of thy grat 
wing : 7 
She Turtle like would a chÞ% 
widdow be. cc 


And vow'd to love no off© 
Dove but thee, [ 
But ever mourn'd thy abſence, 

Her eyes o 
Had ſpent her ſoule in teares, 

love-ſtram'd cries. H 
Crackt her poore heart-itrinf © 


Having caſt away 


1 


A... " 


— | rt ng ke bs 


n þe troylelome burthen of unwel- 

y clay, 

_ pure, and ayrie pinions, 
ence ſhe flies, 

d forſakes carth, to ſecke thee 

the skyes. 

+{hen ſhe arriv'd where her bleft 

ate dorh dwell : 

aſhat Poets, Pricits, or Prophets 

gecantell 

c entertainements, welcomes, 


h, 


oyes have beene, 

Þlefſe in Parhmos he had Viſions 
ecne, 

of may ſuppoſe that Angels 
| lapt their wings, 

ePwers and Dominions ſhowted, 
all the ſtrings 
of Seraphins tun'd high, lowd 
' [Hymnes did play. 
in$ froope of Virgins on the Mz- 
"Uh way 


I Met 


Metherin ſnow-white robesgud 


Convoy had _ [gn 
Legions of Martyrs, all in ſo c 
clad. Bet 
Toſuah with GCaptaines, Df 
ſainted Kings, can 
All tendred their reſpects, Fit! 
Pallace rings Shc 
With acclamations, Eve h 
forth to ſec ſee 
Whence ſprung the fruit, cufluns 
the forbidden tree. zet 
Sarah makes haſte, her Lfhe 
wombe to bleſle, mo 
Without whoſe birth, the aſhe 
of barrenneſle . |gel 
Had laine upon her, though Fo 
had a ſonne, Q 


And had brought twenty 1/a 
forth for one. 
Rebecca with the better of 
twins, | 


( 
- 


d Rachel with her Joſeph too be- 
ins 
co chant her praiſe. The brave 
Bcthulian Dame, 
(tortous /adith, ro her welcome 
cane | 
ith troopes of Amazons. The 
Sheban Queene, 
ho now the new Icruſalem had 
ſcene) | 
uns to the ſight, and wiſtly g2- 
zeth on 
aThe Mother of the mightier So/o- 
mon. 
here met with Saints, and An- 
gels, all deſire 
0bid her welcome,thus, ina full 


| Quire, 


—_ OO —_ 


Co ome bleſſed Pirgin, fixe t 


eyes #P0B3 
This glorious Thr 
And on the rig So haxd, 


bebold tby *_Y 


Behold his bands, his feet, ni 
pierced fide, 
T bat for 148 dl 


drew milke from thee, 
Shall one aa) 
T he doome of ſoules, to bliſſe, 
miſery, 


fl wombe, the my/teries that 
/prung from hence, 

y Dazle our ſenſe, 
boſe onely E;jence is Intelli- 
gence. 


\ Finite thow were, yer infinite in 
tbee 

i Weetreaſur'd ſee, 

Wortall, yet Mocher to Eter- 
nity. 


by Sonne made of thee, made 
thee, Faith aſpire 

One ladder higher, 
der then's Mother, ancient 4s 
bis Sire. 


Tis (range thou ſbouldſ F 


Miaide and Mother be; 
Stranger 80Wher 
In one ſoule both God, pt M 


manity \þ 
As hee was God, thou ſiill d 
Mayd. Who can 
This rung; e 
Hee made thee Motber, as 
Was but man. p 


Thou ſucckIſt bim upon t 
breaſts, and he 
To ranſome tht 
Opend bis fide upon his paſi 
0n tree, 


Con 
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— me bleſſed Virgin, and receive 
thy Crown: 
Ufſful Renowns, 
here Deatb, and Time have 


I; | laid their Scepters downe, 


here ſing with us, how three doe 

| fit upon 

| The glorious Throne; 
Pe of which three is two, yet 
| all but one. 


Hus, holy Virgin, have lio 
Sd vr Fro 
Thy Pi&ure in a rude unpollſſho 
ſcore, | YO 
That wiſh'd thave limm'd ity ec 
as lively grace, Gl 
As ever Painter drew the [wee 

bl face. T 
| Yet would I not idolatrize| 
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"ht. worth, GT 
l W Like ſome, whoſe ſuperſtition] 

| ill thee forth | 
"ot In coſtly ornaments, in cloat 


SAY, 5 
Sou rich as never in the St 
lay. 
Theſe make thy Statues now 
famous be | 
For pride, as thou wert for || 
mility. 
I cannot thinke thy Virgin b1 
fulneſle 
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would weare the Lady of Zo- 
| rettos drefle, 
lfſhough farre more glorious 
| robesto thee were glven, 
eckene fle, and Zeale on Earth, 
' Glory in Heauen. 
q 
| Take then the honour thou haſt 
| juſtly wonne, _ | 
I Praiſe above Angels, but be- 
' low thy Sonne. 
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Faults eſcaped in Printing, 


Age 74. line 4. reade,gloriom 11 
i» the margin, reade, not onelym 
Mederne. 128.14, for it, reade, #1 
16, for pe nurious, yeade, poore,1 $2. 
Lambertus, 194. 14. in ſtead of,) 
reade, from.205.6.Fdelphonſns.217] 


Chrifts,r. Chriſt. 247. for brought 
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248. 13 dele, bat, 
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view, Myriads of 

holy Virgins in 

Beauty ,and vertue 

equally :ttractive, 

whoſe due praiſe 

F Catholike Church doth ar this 
- ſolemnely ſing, but with a 
4. B more 
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morc elevated veyce (as duty eſſe. 
our part, and . merit on hejtatu 
commands) the laud of that m(jthe 
exccllent Princefle, the Vurghmes 
Mother of God. There be wire 
affirme that what ever the Creatfiges 
ſaw beautifull in heaven. or canFni 
he beſtowed in the limming Phd 
this rare Piece, not that ſhe migfhgel 
be ſtiled the moſt faire amonggou] 
the daughters of women, but byſther 
heavenly prerogative, the alafowe 
Faire, the alone Lovely. Lookuit 
how many parts,ſfo many arts whe n 
might diſcerne of the Celeſtilſyet f 
Limmer. And this 1s no way to! 
Gala. Prgnant to reaſon it ſelte; forfmpt 
Wen Chriſt was faire above the ſonnſher” 
of men,ſhould not ſhe be ſo aboſWhi 
their Daughters, {ince from noſe 
alone he received lus flcſh 7 Gher e 
gory Nazianzen proclumes tilath 
ſhe ſurpals'd all women in "_ I, no 

nel 


Her ex- 
ternal 
Beanty. 


be life of the Virgin Mary. 3 


qeſſe. Andreas layes that ſhe was a 
ctatue carved by Gods own hand. 
Pthers of thoſe firſt, and purer 
mes not without admiration, ob- 
tkrve that God was almoſt fifty 
foes in the meditation of the 
Iintue of this ſtately Pallace. 
nd truely our belicte may caſily 
Wroclt this, that his omnipotency 
would make her nt to he the Mo- 
ther of his Son, Empreſſe of this 
dower world,and the bleſled Con- 
Kut through which ſhould paſlc 
#t2 myſtery of mans Redemption. 
[ct finde I a ridiculous deſcripti- 
1n of her in Epiphanixs a Prieſt of 
[mfantinople, who affirmes that 
fcr Face was of the colour of 
Wheate, her viſage long, and her 
noſe ſutable, her haire yellow,and 
Mer eye-browes blacke. Bur what 
athority he hath for this, neither | 
1,nor T thinke he himſclfe can 
(| Bz2 mell 
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result ind 
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2 has a very 

nd while every 

\ made to repro- 
Ss, force would 


\ damage 
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none _ 


1he Femal.Glory, or, 


Her ex- 
ternal 
P$earty. 


Galats- 
uns, 


morcelevated veyce (as duty eſſ 
our part, and . merit on hijtat 
commands) the laud of that mth 
excellent Princefle, the Virgqme 
Mother of God. There be wry 
affirme that what ever the Crealfige 
faw beautifull in heaven, or can 
he beſtowed in the limming nd 
this rare Piece, not that ſhe miyflio' 
be ſtiled the moſt faire amongyor 
the daughters of women, but bſthe 
heavenly prerogative, the aldow 
Faire, the alone Lovely. Lodfuit 
how many parts,{o many arts ſh 
might diſcerne of the Celcſttſfet 
Limmer. And this 1s no way Þþn 
prgnant to reaſon it ſclte; forÞm 
Chriſt was faire above the ſontſher 
of men,ſhould not ſhe be ſo aboW] 
their Daughters, ſince from Ihof 
alone he received Is ficth 7 Gher 


gory Nazaanzen proclaimes tikut! 


the ſurpals'd all wumen in lov, n 
nelſ 


hel eoftheVirginMARY. 


/ eſſe. Andreas ſayes that ſhe was a 
keſtatue carved by Gods own hand. 
mOthers of thoſe firſt, and purer 
ones not without admiration, ob. 
wekrve that God was almoſt fifty 
alfiges in the meditation of the 
ankructure of this ſtately Pallace. 

2 find truely our belicte may caſily 

Wiocſt this, that his omnipotency 

ould make her nt to he the Mo- 

bither of his Son, Empreſle of this 
loower world,and the bleſſed Con- 
uit through which ſhould paſſe 
hz myſtery of mans Redemption. 
ſet finde 1 a ridiculous deſcripti- 
'/ Pnof her in Epiphanizs a Prieſt of 
YEmftantinople, who affirmes that 
her Face was of the colour of 
2qWheate; her viſage long, and her 
Moſe ſutable, her haire yellow,and 
Ger eye-browes blacke. But what 
tkithority he hath for this, neither | 
vdt, nor T thinke he himſclfe can 
eſl B2 mell 
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well tell; for ſurely ſimple Any. - 
quity was 110t cither curious, q. c. 
Skiltull ro deliver it by traditiog 4 
or picture to poſterity. I verily b&...4 
Iceve he had it from his om, 
dreames, or rather fancy. Mg... 
isas much beholding to our... 
comparable, and inimitable Sj... 
zey tor adclineation, as 1s my dþ,., 
vine ſubje& to this curious Impe yp 
tinent. Whether, her beauty; 
chiefly conſiſted in colour, ty. 
Symmetry of parts, or both [{,. 
know not: ſure I am the ſtream,.., 
of other more judicious, pious Altty,jn 
thors carries me not into an opiter; 
on, but a ſtrong beleefe of Ible 


heavenly forme. Cardinall Caf, 
zan, and Galatinus, (with why, 
truth I cannot ſay)certainely wit 
more probability then he, main; 
taine thar her excellent tempert Al 
- ture, her conformity of member} yj 
het 


— 
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1c firme and conſtant Complexi- 


 Þatree'd her from all contagion 
Ind diſeaſes. And Dyoniſims gocs 
Jurther, affirming that ſhe was no 
"Lherthen a walking Spring.Such 
Irariety of [weert odours her very 
Fores breath'd out on all thar 
Meme neare her; as we reade of A- 
Uexenders living body, and the Z&- 
Toyptian Carkaſles which by a 
Ithin ſpare dyer obſerved in life, 
Keverrafter death ſent forth a moſt 
weet pertume. Sylvan Razziuns 
counts a pleaſing ſtory ofa cer- 
4taine Clerke, who by many pray- 
Vers implor'd, and obtain'd the 
Joleſſing of her ſight, but with this 
Acondition, that he ſhould fee her 
Jout with one eye, and that one he 
Jhould loſe. He willingly embrac't 
"it, butwhen ſhe appear'd dreſt in 
Jall her Beames, not being able 
with one eye to take a full view 
; B 3 of 
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of her, he opened the other all 
chufing rather to forfeit his {i 
for cver, then to looſe one ming” 
of the inconceiveable content PF 
enjoycd in the fight of ſo glorigs** 
a ſpefacle. Were this rue [9 
would make a brave example q® 
devout ſoule raviſht with the vi bus" 
ofa divine objec. |igt 
| {Knd 
If the Inne was ſo ſplendent, }'*© 
ſumptuous ,” what may we thin lan 
of theamiable gueſt, that lodg'd tha 
it, her minde, beſet with though 5 
cleare, and radiant as her ow thy 
eyes: He thar dares attemptt! ſo 
expreſſion of theſe her intern 
g1fts 15 1gnorant of her ſublimit tk 
he who dares not, knows not | ſh 
humanity, her ſweetneſle, As by 
ſtile can aſcend ſo high as here gl 
alted worth, ſo on the other fi hc 
none can deſcend ſo low as I © 
Hunalit 
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,Humility.Encourag'd thertore by 
;.her meckneſſea-not my owne ſut- 
iniciencic , 1 ſhall endeavour to 
imme her ſ{oulc in little ({ince in 
idgreat neither my time, nor ability 
. ſwil let me) which will appearean 
genterpriſe as hardy , and- vaine as 
ls who ſhould ſtrive to limmit the 
[lighr, or circumſcribe the Ayre. 
Know then, modeſt Reader(and 
{receive this knowledge with the 
[lame extaſie, and zealeI write it) 
| that her internall luſter was farre 
greater then her external] , like in 
this unto the Tents of Kedar, as 
ſoone cover'd with duſt, and al- 
| moſt burned up with the heat of 
| the Sunne , as ſoone beaten, and 
ſhaken with tempeſtuous weather, 
but in the meane time inwardly all 
glittering with glory, and magni- 
hcence. Oye Angels, to you it is 
onely given, not to finne, but on 

"i B 4 her 


| —— 7 


pw ol . 
y IG 
© » 


The Femall Glory, Or, | bel 


her is conferr'd what you can; So 
merit, to beare, anal the reparatifre 1 
of mans ruine. The Apoſtles,thiapni 
holy Tapours of the primitiyesh 
Church ſometimes burnt dimanfyh 
and were obſcur'd with the foghylir 
of ftnne, but her brightneſle nexret 
thing vitious could leflen, muend 
leſſe utterly extinguiſh. She whmp 
indeed , vertucs prime, and grtqndh 
example, and all the accomplilgd hi 
women of the Ages paſt, preſenolei 
or to come have grace, and hapjſſced 
neſle tothe full in being called lyrop 
imperfect Coppics. ond 
er, 

Here my Invention treadsyhi 
Maze, and my heart is divided bycin 
tweene an earneſt deſire to pralſcri 
her to the height, and a holy feaqcr 
leſt in that praiſe I ſhould trendide 
on Gods own peculiar Attribute 


That ſhe was no way inferiour than 
. I 


The life of :he Virgin Mary. 


W&r Sonne, according tothe flcth, 
re not with ſome avouch, who 
nific her ina phraſe that vio- 
Mes her modeſty , and makes her 
With at her owne exaltation. Her 
| nz was ſuch that it was 
arer the rejecting of all com- 
hendations then entertaining a 
Þmpariſon betweene her ſclte, 
and him to whom ſhe had profeſ 
I&d her felfe an hand-maid. And 
mo leſle 1s her ſhame, or rather, in- 
weed, her trembling when pennes 
drophanely prodigall aſcribethar 
onour to her which 13 onely pro- 
er, and due to that Deity from 
Which ſhe received her grace, and 
Xing. I will not, with Zipfizs a- 
crib as much to her Milke, asto 
mer Sonnes Bloud. Neither dare! 
ide with thoſe who averre that 
She is halfe of that ſacrifice that 
Finſom'd us, and Gods partner 
here. 
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here. Nor is my penne fo impiqht{ x 
ly valiant as to juſtifie that Gygdr 
made himſelte the patterne, yſly 
communicated to her by Gifford 
whatſoever hee had by Nathp 9: 
Noram I ofhis bold opinionmhext: 
layes,If man had never {innedfcon 
Chriſt ſhould have taken flely;e 
honour her. Theſe men wayne 
have her in all things equallkem 
Chriſt himfelfe. Neithes her 
deſty, nor mine will admit of T9 
blaſphemous flatterie. I willinkya 
allow her to be the veſlell, buthyc 
the fountaine of Grace.T am mire 
taken with his Tenent who h0lies 
that God made all things for het 
uſe of Man, becauſe he wouldahor 
ly furniſh him with mattcthere 
nough to buſte his head , leſter 
ſhould bee ſo audacious as too 
quire Into his ſecrets, & encrollthat 
upon his prerogatives. We Mchil 


The life of 8he Virgin M a _ 
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'%t{ thanks to his infinite 


wodneſle) bee ſo dange- 
Anſly venturous, ſince he 
Afords us a\large ſcope, 
hd ground enough ſafely 
<extol this-his Favourite, 
Fond to none that ever 
Wore fleſh, either in her 
Wwne deſert, or his ec. 
Iteeme. 

| 4 


[ To begin with her birth; 
Itwas miraculous , as 1t al- 
ayes falls our wheres Na- 
ture failes , and God ſup- 
Ples,as he did here in Anna 
hebleſſed morher or this 
ore bleſſed maid. And 
ere by the way I muſt in- 
Xt an obſervation derived 
'rom Gods ſacred Word, 
that for the moſt part the 
children of ſterility are 
frut- 
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Her Birth. 


That ToX1mus 
and Anna were 
her parents ts an 
undoubted truth 
recery'd by the 
Charch, as wee 
find both in Baro» 
nius aud Biſhop 
Montacute 2x hs 
Boaoke called Ap- 
Paratus,&c. 
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fruitfull in ſanctity, and all gþ9Þ* 
works. Samſon was the ſonnſ/*bE 
barrenneſle, and kept the pa ®P! 
in obedience. So was J1ſaac, F) V 
gave precepts to the ſeed of 4Þ5V 
ham. So was Samuel, and forcfuet 
the miſcry of ſervitude to thelþ*c 
ith Synagogue. So was Joſeph, ol 
with his counſcll govern'a allF 
gy pt.So ws our hallow'd ſubÞ0! 
who brought forth the SonnefPPy 
glory. The ſlaves of the Thrace 
rebelling againft their Maſtf% 
and having {ubdu'd them by af or! 
nerall conſent , decr=cd, that f* d: 
amongſt them who the next mf 
ning could firſt diſcover the SuljfÞc* 
riſing ſhould be their King. 0 
ofthem of a more gentle diſpqp©r 
tionthenthe reſt , having hidd 

his Maſter (by name $1raro) fiof0 
the others fury, ſecretly askt 
adviſe in this ſo important affaq%a 
Wi 
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ho bade him look into the Welt; 
there he ſhould ſooner diſcern 
© approach of the Sunne then 
þy who ſought him in the Eaſt, 
bis wiſe counſcll he obey'd, and 
gle the reſt fixed all their eyes 
the Eaſt , he from the higheſt 
ut ofthe City, by his Rayes in 


omen ) bLing then in the occi- 
get, or ſer of life the prophetick 
gorld foreſaw the brightnefle of 
ſc dazeling light ſhe then tecm'd 
i. Atlengrth the worlds greedy 
SpcRation was ſatisfied; and this 
Lynthia, this chaſt Starre was de- 
ered of a Plannet farre greater, 
4$0d brighter then her ſclte; of 
ofoſe all gladding ſhine the firſt 
pan participated, and the liſt ſhal. 
nuay as properly as dolctully call 
I them 


HT —— 


geWeſt, firſt diſcover'd his al- | 
$allon inthe Eaſt.So in A-ne (the 
py mother of this wonder of 
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them Plannets, fince they nay, 
refted, but were in perperuall nþyp þ, 
tion while in this lower orbeti,/ 
ran their fatall courſes, in whik,z / 
they were often clowded, nahy ; 
quite eclipſed. The day of thts; 
Nativity of this moſt perlp ſe, 
of Saints,I finde thus deſctidyy 
by Nicolaus Yernulemns a late W ing 
ter, and a profeſſor of eloquenjy of 
The deſcription I onely inſert Full 
the clegancy; fe Tenctl condaywes 
it as guilty of Levity and VaniÞerr 
and no way ſutable to the Mifþhe 
ſty, Gravity, and Modeſty oftÞf x 
our ſacred ſubject. The Sunne, ſte 
he, this day burniſht his face, theqwe | 
ter to illuſtrate the world, and toqurke 
peare gracions in her ſight, who carur.* 
ed 11 her breaſt a fire purer, and fac 
rer than his owne Rayes. The eapgrd 
put on her freſheſt greene, and few | 
flowers ſpread their dainty leawt we 
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Wmade a ſweet exchange of odours 
*: her, yet hung their heads to ſee 
Wmſelves both in colour, and ſent [0 
Fre ſurpaſs 'd. The trees advanc'd 

Ter curled heads, and composd their 
Wes within the Chriſt all ſftreames, 
hy ſeemed 10 dance after their owne 
mu. Amongſt the Beaſts their 
Ming layd by his fierceneſſe, and not 
W of bis ſubiects was found [avage, 
Tluted that day. Then was the 
Wroerbe croſs'd; for the Worme bc- 
Wtrod on, would not turae againe, 
W [he ſhould prove unlike hey mee- 
Fr M:ſftreſſe. In the very bowels of 
Frearth, the minerals axud the ſlones 
wwe pretions, aſſumed their quicker 
Qukes, as Emblems of her ſplen- 
Tr. The Occan had not awrinchle in 
Fface, thouſands of Halcions ho- 
4d orehis head, and hs Tritons 
ty ſo lowd, that their notes ſonzided 

e very bottome of the Deep. WT 

1s 


MF 16 The Femall Glory,or, [Th 
dt his vaſt Dominions was a0 diffnti 
Vl if chat day; for the greater of thialt 
10k forſooke their prey, and the ſmqome 
ll. f ſwumme in that ſecurity, tha id 
" | | | Sprat bearded the Dolphin, ander, 
on | | | with the noſe of the overgrown Wiee 
VE The birds ſung their choiſeſt aire C: 
| Wl fowles flew nearer the earth toſijing, 
vl! 408 her, and their Towring Loriurc 
| | | Eagle brought his young oncs teat] 
tj their eyes at this new borne Lgmag 
"1H The ayre it ſelfe was like her, gapwns 
0) and being inviſible, came to ſuſan 
WH kiſſe from her cherry lips, ſoft (ft 
"1- ſmooth as were his owne. Thewtr 


(conceiving their ſilence would £0 
pleaſe) kept themſelves within ad 
dens, onely Tephirus was let lafoor 
fanne the Pinke, and T ivlet, fit 
play the wanton with the Roſe. Tiiſte 
farre Yernulews. Of all rhingsgus 
ated man alone, to whom, be J 
ficke, ſhe was to bring a ſoverd 


Ar 
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Antidote was found leaſt joyfull, 

aſt gratefull, Yer were therc 
ome, no doubt, of Gratitudes 
;$hildren, who lay proſtrate before 
per, and did homage to their 
ſweeteſt Lady, who might better 
Fe called the Mother of the li- 
ding, then Eve ; fince ſhe, like a 
{Murdrefſe, gave her children 
flath cre birth; and defaced thoſe 
gmages whereon God had ſer his 
#wnc ſtampe. She was no wiſer 
4ana poor Fly, who, enamour'd 
$fthe beauty of the flame, longs 
try if it be as ſweet as faire, and 
'$conſumed with her owne folly. 
lad our blefled one 19, Ar her 
ome in Paradice, the forbidden 
uit had, perchance,beene yet un- 
Bſted, and man uncurſed; for ſhe 
F2s altogether void of curiofity, 


Froper to that weaker ſexe, and 
(. the 


d 
lj 
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the very bane of it. Nur dear 
Princcfle therefore was deſerve ry, 
ly a Qcene cre borne, recely'(... 
Crowne fooncr than fight, a 
found her Throne {cated upont} / 
threſhold of life. And wij,q 
Crowne was ſhe preſcnted wit; 
Not one to compolc which q..: 
Eaſt, and the Weſt joyned thq;, 
treaſures, but a Crowne in th, 
making whereof every vertue,aſq. 
all the Graces had a hand. N wh 
didany vaine mortall placeitqje 
her facred Temples, but Gþ,.. 
himſelfe, who thought nothi ſte 
too deare, nor omitted any. 
nament that might embelliſhth ope 
goodly edifice wherein himlcl,,,. 
meant to reſide. Having thwjj.q 
dorn'd and honour'd her, N,. 


plac'd her inthis lower worldf the 
hen 


the good and admiration of 
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Mor the converſation of a few. 
Though borne on earth ſhe lived 
here like a Native of Heaven. 


al 


q As we may gueſle at the neat- 
Uncfſe of a houſe by the entry into 
Jit:ſo we may judge of her lifes re- 
_mainder by the very beginning. 
Woabelliczs affirmes that * ſhe no 
fſooner ſaw the light, but ſhe a- 
Teor' d the Creator of it, and lifted 
N upher heartand eyes to the great 
-Jlnfuſer of all her incomparable 
Aexcellencies. She lov'd God ere 
"Mic had ſeene man. The defet of 
Jher tongue could not hinder the 
operation of her ſoule, in which 
ere ſhe could ſpeake, the acknow- 
Plledg'd his unſpeakeable good- 
f eſſe. In her Religion preceded 
{ac uſe of reaſon, and ſhe appre- 
cre 


{he 


hended Gods mercies long 
| C3 


13 


Sabelli- 


cus /ers 
downe 


how ſbee 


diſpor'd 
of every 


Partici- 
lar hour « 
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ſhe was capable of his nature, : ru 


wiledome. Erc ſhe could uttd; 
holy words, ſhe made holy fign ! ; 
by which ſhe made knowne t| "a 
ſanity of her heart. The fd! - 
word ſhe learn'd to liſpe was 1th I 
wah. She ſent forth many af : | 
for ſfinne, not having committe 4 
any, and bewailed that of whi : 


the was utterly ignorant. Tt o 
rowling of the cradle pur her: = 


mindethat ſhe was newly entet 
into the tempeſt of this life, t 
infinite dangers whereofto eſcay 


5 NC 
ſhe made Vertue her Pilot. _ 


ther 


We will not here with ſon on 
Writers of her Life, diſpute whq1:. 
ther or no ſhe had the ſame ord 
nary Education with other cliſ;; - 
dren; nor with them affirme th,.,.. 
the enred the Temple art thi 

yea 
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Nyares old, and lived clote by the 
JAltar, and was fed miraculouſly 
'|byan Angell; as alſo that it was 
zJttere revealed to her that ſhe 
: Jhould be deliver'd ofthe Meſhas. 
;[[will not make one ſteppe out of 
Gods own path,fro which I never 
Jjet law the greateſt wit toſwerve, 
.Jbut it was in danger of ſticking 
"Jkt. Yet hath a pious charity ofte 
P y.Onen 
Jinallowed more than all this. If 
from the hand of an Angell ſhe 
there received food naturall,or ſu- 
Jpcrnaturall, ſure I am the wonder 
11s not ſo great as that of the Incar- 
nation, where the wombe inclu- 
dd the Word. And why ſhould 
Ive with difficulty belecve that 
Ithis white ſpotleſle ſoule was ullu- 
Iminated with Revelations by the 
[divine objec of her chaſte vowes? 
]who undoubtedly deſerved to be 
| C 3 rapt 


? 
\ 
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rapt up if it were poſſible, a ſtonnag| 
higher than was Saint Paul, Itonfir 
likely enough, ſairh Martuar, Giplitu 
would have the Temple of hp | 
Spirit to dwell in the Tetnple (6 t 
his ſervice. The ſame Authortitca 
firmes that ſhe there liv'd a pretypnl 
Nun, and Spunne, and wove tifuth, 
{acred Veſtments till her elevetiſſous 
Wl... or twelfth yearc, .when her pnſpeal 
Ne | A dency, and ſhame, and the carequy,: 
WES) her Reputation, forbade her to afoul 
FW BU company even the very Priefap 
ol themſclves, men whom God hap th 
ſeleted out of the Maile of thym 
vulgar to teach his Will, toifOn 
ſtruc his people, and to ſing lton 
praiſe, Theſe curioſities, and bdifrhe! 
conjectures ler us rather belecy in 
then conteſt with the broachen 
for it 1s wiſedome to grantw l., 
we cannot confute. Let us the! 

1magin 
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omagine that this holy Recluſe 
tþnhined her body to this ſacred 
«þlitude, and a ſpare dict, and wa- 

kept herſoule from the ſur. 
(ts to which carnall delights in- 
Hicall things humane, And it 18 
tpnſunant both to reaſon and 
quth, that her exerciſe there, was 
ſous like the place. They who 
moe about to take away her wri- 
gig, and reading tongue are im- 
ouſly ridiculous,ſince it evident- 
{Fappeares that ſhe was 'well read 
4 the Scriptures by her divine 
flymne uttered in Zachares houſe. 
40nher reading attended Medi- 
#10n, on her Meditation Prayer, 
ther Prayer Action, as the Toue- 
F fruit of the precedent. Thus 


br to have beene learned in the Hebrew 


i 


C4 buſted 


== 


* Att. 
eut ard 


emmcnt 


Authors 
affirme 
tongue, 


Iwbuch you ſhall finde quoted in Cedrenus, 


"——_ wt, 
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buſted, the day left her, the nypuril 
found her. Her ſleeping cogiquon 
ons we may ſuppoſe were ſutuicc 
to her waking, and her wrfo 
dreames divine. She had nod! 
thought that was her owne, allſhck 
long'd to God. She was flowjid } 
ſpeake, ſaith Sabellicus, but rand 
to obey all holy advice. Hem 
tongue was not fo ſwift as ſþcla 
Wit, which made it follow rave 
dircion in all the requiſitaſctite 
ſpeech. Ina word, the mightypeſſe 
uſurpe that of the Church ,iqele 
was alittle one, I was pleaſingiipody 
oſt high. When upon matpith 
deliberation ſhe left the Temenn 
ſhe ſtill liv'd as if ſhe had bel 
init. Thoughin body ſhe waÞth 
clable, ſhe fetter'd her ſoulc filfre. 
wandring abroad, her truce: 
verſation being in heaven. Than 
flourlly 


1 .* 
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Suriſhing Vine planted her ſclfe 
13"ongſt the Olives. She was more 
tioice of her company then of 
ver food, or rayment, both which, 
bod knows, were courſe enough. 
lhe knew temperancy to be Gods, 
7hd Natures Favorite, in that it 
ehnduceth to the ſcrvice of the 
mer, and che preſervation of 
tc later. She therefore made this 
evenly vertue judge of her Ap- 
sþctite, left it ſhould long after ex- 
Fe, the mother of all unclean- 
elſe, Her ſoule gave laws to her 
Wody, which it could not infringe 
Fithout the injunRion of a ſtri& 
gennance. She devour'd Gluttony 
at ſelfe , and made the fleſh ſubject 
tothe command of the ſpirit. Her 
are, faith Cedrenws , required no 
meſſell , nor need ſhe to waſh her 
Rands after her greateſt meale. Her 
l | dyct 
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dyct defide the fire , as of noufher 
From the Earths face, the Copthec 
dugge, and the Fountains brimmjty, 
ſhe readily fetched her ſuſtinany gi 
She was as ignorant of the Periqtof 
luxury,as the ſuperſtition. Tots 
her cloathing was correſpondapela 
for which her backe was belidll heir 
ing to her fingers. Her hands waſh 
the purveyours to her other meqpde 
bers. She had one eye fixed bo 
heaven, and the other caſt uptiid f 
the earth, being intentive on tie: 
Glories of the one,and the Net 
fities of the other, and at oncea\We 
ed Martha,and Magdalene. Ir is whitia 
try credible that ſhe ſowed , atijro: 
{ſpunne, and maintain'd life wit 
labour. Hce who gives life to ail 
things, ſuffer'd his then adoprethife( 
and ſince naturall morher, to gaith{t 
her living with ſweat, and _ S 1 
th 
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Uther example might give pride 
orhecke, and teach Majeſty Hu- 
nity, In her he made manifeR 
a: mortall felicity is not the p4- 
ofthe immmortall; She was nor 
Fitous for the feather.the look. 
colaſſe, or any outward brave- 
being onely carcfull to cover 
F#\hitme , and at once toexpell 
deadly enemies to her loule, 
ibody,pride,and cold. Her out- 
Md fimplicitie was in all things 
Mliferable to her inward . 


aWell, now ſhe began to write 
tian, and her fifteenth yeare 
Mroached , and hand in hand 
th the increaſe of time went the 
Muſition of all Graces. Her leaſt 
cation would render another 
ſt accompliſht. In her all ver- 
&% were at ſtrife, all overcame. 
"Hs Nothing 


Her be» 
trothinge 
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Nothing was here meane, (i 
ing no other thenan union o®*" 
perlatives. Charity, obedien fed 
tic, virginity , all were in lp 
height. Nothing in her was Pr 
ing but the Deity it ſelfe. Ya 
not her vaine-glory ſuch, th 
defired with Dzza to vilif® * 
daughters of other Regions, |*® 
to enlarge the renowne of ®* 
her Excellencies, being onelf) | 
dious in the government off 
owne little, inward comm 
wealth. Her fixed reſolution 
not onely to confine her pe 
but her fame, which (had i: 
trated forreigne Countries) 
would have come ſupplian 
her cottage, and on their 
have petition'd for her loye. 
the bonds of her Matrimony 
already askt in heaven, and no 


pedu 
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[ 
| nent found why ſhe might 


o xedde God himſelfe. Yet art 
 Marneſt ſolicitation of the reve- 
<l Prieſts, ſaith Mariner, was 
/qlcontent to be betrorh'd to 10- 
+&n0t that he ſhould do the of- 
{0 an husband , but ſerve as a 
; [eto the importunity of other 
$urs,that ſo ſhe might the more 
j&y enjoy the inconceiveable 


ſkiure ſhe rooke in her vowed 


Ut. 
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ot row the time is come when The /a- 
| gn be (to the aſtoniſhnent #797: 
the world ) a Mother, ard yet 
Ftwinc a Virgin. The marriage 
&ccne God,and Nature is con- 
ed 0 in heaven, and Gabriet 
nbaſlador concerning mans 
emption prepares himſclf for 
purncey decreed from all cter- 
| He receives.inſtructions from 
bands of Gods owne tranſcen- 
| Mercy: and therefore , no 
Wt; bur rhey, are gentle, and 
"of _ Clad in white, (2s an 
lem of his innocencie ) he ſers 
| | without any other gvard | 
is owne right Arme ableto 
1 Foy Legions. The Chaldzans 
ied in their Enſi Ignes atowring 
kme, the Babilonians a Dove, 
Seythians Lightning, the al 
1ans 


* 
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fians a Bow, and Arrows, theJlec 
mans an Eagle. And this extÞ0 
dinaric Ambaſſadour of pe! 
{(bcing to deſcend from the hight, 
to the lower world, from the(ÞPIe 
atourto the creature, an Ange 
men) beares along with himuſ#0 
very name the ſigne of his Poyf lc 
and Fortitude that ſends him. Þ'*l 
gatcs, ſaith Yernulexs, of the a"? 
ſtiall pallace ſtand wide open rele 
the ſacred Trinity gladly betq*c 
the departure of this divine W* 
fenger. The Angels clap if k 
wings, and make the heavgs. 
roofe ring with Halcluiahs. Jc« 
Saints attend, and ſend theirv le 
after him,thar his preſence ma lb 
without terrour, and his i* 
delivery win conſent in thehq** 
; of their glorious Empreſſe. 
18 vaſte ſpace betweene the Polef! 
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Jllkd with troopes of holy ſpirits, 
ſho give a convoy. to this their 
&llow-ſervant graced- aboye the 
oft, in having ſo important an at- 
Tre as the worlds ſalvation com- 
epitted ro his charge. [The Starres 
ton new, and brighter aſpects, 
jÞ {ceming to foretell what the 
reſee nor. The Earth bedeckt 
<8 all imaginable ornaments 
1Þ{cſents him with variety of ſents, 
qF1dcolours even to her ſelfe new, 
4 layes her prime daintics under 
Is feet. Onely her ſtupid Inhabi- 
14s, whom his ' Embaſſe moſt 
Pincern'd, were altogether unſen- 
ye ofhis arrivall,and of the eter- 
mflbenefit he brings them, recci- 
{Fs him rather like an Herald 
ban Ambaſſadour. And (which 
creaſed his wonder at- his cnter-. 
\|Jament ) his firſt approach was 
unwel- 


Contr _—_—_ 
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unwelcome to the Saint w p 
Votary he was. He found herffhe 
ſome thinke) alone, ſeparatedhzn 
well in body as minde from pak 
world. She was not 1gnoranttie 
picty was nearer pollution in lg 5 
ety than ſolitude, and therefonþþ; 
ſhun infection, ſhe avoydedahhnd; 
pany. She well knew that thehyres 
ly Ghoſt himſcltc had dweltmhins 
the Prophets and Apoſtloþrer 
Caves, Dens, and Dungeons .tys ( 
there pen'd the all-ſaving Waule 
That which we call good tell x; 
ſhip, and ſweet converſation 

conſcience aſſured her to byhitt 
beſt buta ſociable folly. Innahy 


. bonrzood ſhe feared proxin}y,; 


1h vice. Well, if alone he fury; 
hcr, queſtionleſſe ſhe made iÞo q 
vine uſe of that privacy,and mono 
tated how ina corrupible biyue, 
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v preſerve a ſpirit incorruptible. 
ſhe celeſtiall agent having de- 
manded, and obtained audience, 
Jake the oration he made nor; for 
Je was but Interpreter of the ho- 
7$pirit, in which office he juſtly 
Sloried. The ſpecch aſſuredly was 
Modeſt, and ſutable to the ſacred 
Kites it was to enter. The begin- 
tine of it, no doubt, confiſted of a 
Frierent applauſe of the perte&i- 
$15 God had imparted to her, 
Mele Mary, ſaid he, full of Grace, 
ke Lord be with thee: bleſſed art thou 
nm ſt women,erc. How ſhe tooke 
Ansthe Text following declares. 
Kd when (he ſaw him ſhee was trou- 
und at his ſaying, and thought what 
funner of [alutation that ſhould be. 
e $0 doubt the Angell no ſooner 
Wonounc't, Haile Mary full of 
bye, but a bluſh aroſe in her 
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*7hat baſhfull face, and verified "if 
the 4n- words. But this colour was Wes 
gell2p- fixed, it went quickly backto fo,,,, 
pearedt9 te her noble heart againſt 


prion feare that invaded it. She ſawty,. 


or ſhape {elfe alone with one alrogethc . of 
of aman ſtranger to her, whoſe face} 
z theo- neither knew, nor his intent. Tr "0 
pinion of ix js, his language was ſmooth, 4 
8. Hit- even, butas fairc words as th 
1. haveoftenproceeded fromatal 

P13 heart. She trembled ar his (alu h 


cou 
nom 


Eu PETS 4 . k 

Jo _ tion, thinking him to be a "mn; 
Virgin.azd of $, Ambroſe,lib. 1 .offic.cap.1 8s u; 
that which Damaſcen hath, lib, 2. de fide ortih,, 

Alt the learned approve of; towit, that the 4m? : 
are transform d,and appear to men according il mK 
pleaſure of the Lord, and revealehiss devine My h 
ries. And that Angels appear din theold T eſtan les, 
32 the ſhape of men is certaine:and for many rel was 
it i5 very probable that Gabriel aſſumed the frlor| 
a man when he came tothe bleſſed Virgin. Clin 
logue ſerm, 140.7 of 0p5105 that the Angel NM 

| U 
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biſhape, and habit moſt pleaſing and gentle, and 
tthe Virgin was not troubled at hu perſon, but 
ſpeech, in that it is ſaid ſhee marvelled what ſay- 
1thoſe ſhould be, 


jet tro abhorred Luſt, and 
\{crefore feared violence : but 
Jin ſhe once knew him, and his 
baſly, ſhe then undaunted, 
{icours'd with him as an Angell, 
tom before ſhe quak't art as a 
1.I conjure all modeſt ſoules 
thall peruſe this paſſage by all 
Jngs deare to them, to dwell 
upon it, as worthily deſer- 
both their admiration, and 
Itation. Though ſhe received 
fm him extreme and heavenly 
files, yet ſhe was afraid, becauſe 
was alone. O Saviour of the 
Morld ! Purity feares an Angel), 
"Rl not Impurity then ſuſpeRt a 
| D3 man 


+” «a AIST 


PY 
4 OP LOO - : 
2 ot 


The Femall Glory, or, [Th 


- — ——_ —  — — — 


man though in the ſhape of oj 5 
Angell when his complement,aſ!10 
diſcuurſe are ſenſuall. VirginifÞ £ 
cannot bee too heedfull, whidfth 
makes it practiſe the doubt gig 
things ſafe, that ſo it may ac x, fo 
ſtome it ſelfe to the feare ÞG} 
things dangerous. If heathen wi 
men have by nature ſo abhort 
pollution, that they have chop 
death before it, how odiousm 
we judge it to the Angellicall 4 Ven 
nocency of Gods owne Moth 7 
Well. what courſe tooke WY* 
She rejected theſe his commend 
tions not with her tongue, but I," b 
lookes, which put on a diflikf 
all he had ſaid. She had heardilf 
when Caſtles come to a parley q 
is a figne of yeclding, and thi | 
fore thought it her ſafeſt waſ"®: 
involve her ſelfe within humil Tu 
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ad a ſober filence. But the An- 
all quickly delivered her out of 
it | yen. into a greater; out 
i#this feare intoa more tormen- 
. dino care. Feare #0? M a & v, ſaith 
at, for thou haſt found favour with 
$4; for loe thou ſhalt conceive in thy 
,pwmbe, and beare a Sonne, and ſhalt 
Allhis name | = 8 Us. He ſhall be 


(ect, ard ſhall be called the Sonne of 


ie moſt high, and the Lord God ſhall 
ve wnto him the throne of his father 

David. And he ſhall raigne over the 
tuſe of Tacob for ever, and of his 
Wmredowe ſhall be no end. To this 
lier anſwer was, How ſhall that be, 
me I know no 148 7 It is true, it is 
ke, moſt bleſſed Virgin, thou 
jJaoweſt no man; but let thy mo- 
{ſy reſt ſecure; for the operati- 
of God, and not of man is here 
Ikquired. God ſhould never be 
| D 4 COn- 
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conceived in a thee, wert thou n "T | 
a Virgin, nor borne of thee ſhady; 
deſt thounot remaine ſuch. Th af 
canſt not be ſpotted with thecalþ go 
ception, or birth of an iſſue ſoin 
maculate. This feare is as net 
lefſe as that of defiling thy fair 

fingers with the pureſt fountainſþp 
If 0bededoz having received tin 
Arke within his walles, was ſo 
riched with all: manner of Tr: 
ſure, that Felicity was voycedt 
havedeſcended from heavenin 
his houſe; what ſhall we judge kent 
thy ſupreme blifſe, O - gloriayf@ 
Virgin! who art not to be the jjec 
Ceptacle of a wooden Arke, butdjely 
his only Senne 2 With confiden el, 
therefore conſent to thy owlſe þ; 
happineſle, and the Redemprtinlth, 
of all Humanity. 5 [ly 
met 
But 


I 
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nt, indeed, I do not wonder at 
Writoniſhment, when I confider 
Wbaſhfulneſſe. Meethinks I ſee 
Mr now caſting her eyes up ta 
en, now fixing them on rhe 
,and now againe on the Am- 
{;dour himſelte, reſolving to 
eup her ſoule rather then her 
inity. Harſh muſt the word 
ception) needs ſound to her 
was a votary nere to know 
Inwhoſc onely love was prayer, 
Wiſe onely childe was piety, But 
kenthe Angell urged Gods will, 
forthwith yeelded a handmaid 
ter Lords deſire, Let us inten- 
ly liſten to the text. And the 
Wheel anſwer'd,, and ſaid unto her, 
holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, 
the power of the higheſt ſhall over- 
Wow thee ; therefore alſo that holy 
[ing that ſhall be borne of thee Jour 
il e 
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be called the Sonne of God. And belgcor 
#hy couſen Elizabeth , fhee hath get 
eonceived a ſonne in hey old age, o 

thes 6s the (xt moneth with ber odit 
was called barren. For with Guldere 


thing ſhall bee imepoſiible. And atte 


feid , Behold the handmaid ifhry 


Lord, bee it to mee according ifs x 
word. See here united an incomphe y 
rable humility , and an obedia;y 
even unto death. For the conkhn, 
ing to be the mother of Godyy y 
got cafic to her,in that a meck,eed, 
humble ſpirit with greater diffqyy e 
tic aſcends the higheſt ſteppthall. 
Honours Throne,then a proudffG; 
{cends thence to the bottomesM 
being a thing in nature farre haſh, 
to climbe then to come dowitde 
any man ſhall yet reſt unſatisti;p 
and ſhall make a further enqulhy(; 
after this difficulty, he may ply 
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conſider that her humility bat- 
 &ct her Sonnes exalted , and her. 
 #ne dejected eſtate ; and as well 
' Feditared the care, the diligency, 
Wereverence, and obſequiouſnes, 
iathe dignity, and excellency of 
whom God would vouchſafe 
'& moſt glorious title of Mother. 
Me wiſely weighed that the An- 
{were not worthy to watt on 
in, and therefore the ſervice of 
whole life muſt as farre ex- 
Fed, as the name of Gods Mother 
id excell that of Servant, or Ar- 
X ell. If Saint Peter, yet in the dawn 
WfGrace, could ſo clearly diſcerne 
©sMaſters greatneſſe, as that he 
tired out, Depart from me 4 ſinner, 
Cdeeming himſelte unworthy of 
Mi preſence : If the Centurion for 
Wheſame reſpe thought his houſe 


$0 baſe to receive him, what 
ſhould 
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thould ſhe thinke who was nal þr 
take him into her ſhip, or herl : q 
ing, butinto her wombe,wher|,.. 
was to remaine not a viſitant, if : 
dweller : Full wellalſoſhe ung... 
ſtood that her conſent was 
onely required to be the pareniſy,j 
the Almighty, but the Spouled, 

of his holy Spirit , to whoſcinþ.... 
rations ſhe ought a greater obq,,, 
encethen others, having recen,.. 
from the ſame ſpirit a greater nq,.. 
ſure of grace, and honour, 
clearly foreſaw that ſhe was [ma 
onely choſen to conceive they... 
Mary of God, to bring forth , to nut, | 
n+ and governe him, but alſo pertaq,.. 
bitches £9 yeeld him up (ſuch being thy. 
foe bag vine pleaſure) to a three a, ; 
the gifs thirty yeares perſecution, anda... 
ef pro- ly to the curſed death of th,, 
pheeie, crofle, the falvation of others 4 
pendi 
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Vding on his deſtruction. . And 
04. ſhe did foreſee all this; plainly 
Tcares by the ſpeech of the An» 
Tlto her, who ( after he had 
retold the conception, and birth 
Chriſt) added , And he ſhall be 
MMdIeſzs, that is, a Saviour. An 
i mull. reverence, and an incon- 
Table joy divided, without 
-Jubt,her all-holy heart when ſhe 
Nmemplated her furure being a 
q mther ro the Meſſias. Can a man 
mine any thing more difhcult, 
re bitter for humane nature to 
hercome? Yet did her active ver- 
"Te vanquiſh all theſe impedi- 
fients, and with an humble, raviſht 
Fule ſhe expected the entrance of 
Iminto her ſacred wombe,whom 
lady ſhe had ſurely ſcated in 
h tkeart. | 


ln 


45. 


pre 


Tt 


Here before we procced toifpr 
conception, we muſt obſerverſth 
things not amply, and fulhug 
nough expreſs'd, very remark 
inthe Angelicall ſalutation; Hypo 
the dignity of the Ambaſladype 
nextthe worth of her to wigti 
his Embaſly was directed, type | 
ther with her many vertues cqyftlo 
iy eminent in this divine I 
logue. 
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Concerning the firſt; he waz 

a man, but an Angell; neitherppnt 

Angell of an inferiour order, 

of the ſupreme Hierarchy, whifih 

choiſe and pure ſpirits having qt 

ceived infinite ornaments and gp 

ces from their Lord and Maſ*« 

Hom. 34 Tetained ſtill his favour, and 
5» leff. ſtood before him. S. Gregory ſti! 
Evazg. hima principall Angell, treatif 
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offprincipall things. Some have 
eqptfeared to call him the ſupreme 
lyPagell, as Dazmaſcer, and others. 
{nth will anſwer for him, that a. 
Faoogſt all the celeſtiall ſpirits, 
dypae- are {o predicated in holy 


vIghucitas Be, and M:chaet, ro whom. 


oe Declaration, and Expoſition 
qfflo high Myftcries ſo often wes 
ſpmmirred, as in Darrel, Zachary, 
LMary is ſpecified. Some w:ll 
are [11S name to ftgnifie God,and 
xa, and that this Erymology 
aÞataines a miraculous wyſtery. 
r,mongit theſe is Proculrs Arch - 
pop of Conſtantinople. Geber, 
o qath he, ſignifies man; El God, ally- 
lf Mo to his Emba | 
als approaching birth, who was both 
fd and man. Saint Bernard judg- 
ſtigiathe ſervant of Abraham to have 
aiKene atype of Gabriel;tor he was 

{ent 
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7, which treated of 


Serm, de 
Vir 062415 
aſſump. 


Lac, 
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6113 Des 
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$74 agillity of the celeſtiall Nakaz; 


ſent by his Maſter notro ſeekdyyic 
Virgin that came next. to hyjy/ 
bur ſuch a one as the LordQyey 
had prepared forthe Sonnealhy 
Lord. This Gabriel, ſaith rc 
Chryſoſtome, the Parnterspmyry 
10 1s winged; not that God hyper 
him ſo, but 10 denote the ſublinmgi| | 


as alſo to admoniſh us that withgyr) 


fall hearts wee acknowledge {, (9 


have for our cauſe deſcended fri. 
hi Fr fro eg And fy 1 
Chryſologus; An Angell treated, 
Mary concerning our ſalvationy.. 
cauſe an Angell had dealt withyg. 
touching our damnation. This 
ſed Spirit, and Saint Tohn thr... 
vangehſt, Damianys company , 
two Lyons which carefully gu, 
this our ſacred ſubje&. I willhy. 
here ſeecke to fatisfie the ON, 
Curl 


— — no trmm_— —— 


Iurious, and needleſſe doubrs of 
Wizther, and others, whether ſhe 
Ancw Gabriel to be an Angell, or 
ho, nor whether or no he entred 
xrchamber the doore being ſhur, 
For whether he appear'd to her in 
#2cntle familiar ſhape, or in his 
Mil iplendour,as when he ſo much 
maz'd Zachary , and ftrucke him 
mbe. Theſe queſtions ſerve ra- 
Mir to buſte curiofitie , then en- 
Mane zcale. Neither hath all thar 
Atnder ſexe (to whoſe good I de- 
Mae this diſcourſe ) received an 
"Fucation that renders them cape- 
hl I: Iudges of ſuch diſputes. And 
qcly acknowledge that in this 
UlFratiſe 1 have not ſo much as u- 
"Kd any one word not frequent, 
A d familiar, becauſe I would 
Witethe ſenſe cleareto the Femal 
Pxders. Withall I profeſſe my 
uh E ſcope 
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T 
ſcopeisnotto ſharpen their wig yh 
but to beaurific their lives, and no 
kindle in their faire boſomes \a 
boly ambition to aſpire to the paſty 
feions of that deyaur life, w F Wt 
this our incomparable Lady lame 
and ended with the applauſc qher 
mcn, and Angels. ene 
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Lays aſtde therefore thelclijdue 
perfluous arguments, I will pile 
ceed (as my method commatule 
me ) to deliver her incſtimatwR 
worth, and ſober demeanour wetne 
wardsthe Angell, which nocyae 
_— can ſo well expreſle ahi 

tent, and reverent admiratioſ 
Much I need not fay of hetWow 
whom I nevercan ſpeake enouhrt 
clpecially having already ptthe 
duc'd ſo many ancient,and leanull 
extollers of her OY Feng 
wk 
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\yhich my vote would adde no 
1wore then a dimme lampe to the 
| po cye of heaven, or an ob- 
yeure gloworme to a ſtarry night. 
4 fince at the Altar of this meek 
lne({weet and chaſt as the Incenſe 
quere daily burned) a fingle graine 

mt from a ſimple. heart is accep- 
ble, I will not feare to pay her 
due ablation, though it come as 
hore of her value,as I of her good- 
ele. May it pleafe thee then, pi- 
as Reader, gratcfylly,wirh me to 
 oknowledge that this is ſhe who 
ve fleſh ro him by whom all 
$k&his ſav'd. This was the Dove 
ie firſt brought to us the Olive 
crour peace. This is the Rainbow, 


Firſt figne of our reconciliation. 


he divine Majeſty. And (to ſhut 
artÞall in a little) this was the Ta- 
s, inacle , and Throne of the Al- 
yi E 2 mighty, 
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mighty, whence (his Majeſty once 
ſcured) his love ſhined forth toſvi 
humanity. Butinthat a plained 
livery of her vertues adorne jp 
more then can all the flowers gt! 
Rhetoricke ; I will (though inq- 
inelligant phraſe) ſet ſuch domfoul 
as ſhall appeare moſt eminent © 
this unparaleld colloquy, whenſvil 
in were handled the profoundm lp 
ſterics of the ſacred Trinity, aug 
the Fathers omnipotency,the hoſlr 
Ghoſts cfhcacy, the Sonnes carts 
lency, and in him the propricticq" 
both natures. - 
2 | n 
Her Prudency ſhall take the fm: 
place, not as the greateſt , buÞ Nt 
the moſt diffuſive, becauſe cle etc 
through this Dialogue it blenfpo 
with all the reſt. Firſt, ſhe awful Thi 
and adyiſcdly gives him full auffun 
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krves the laws of patience, 
ad the cuſtome of good 
wunners in quietly attend- 
the period of his faluta- 
13m. Many of her Sexe 


ould have ſo cut him off 


i cvery word, that hee 
ould never have peec't 
mb{pecch together againe. 
Fig more miſtreſſes of 
ſtir tongues then their 
Fes; they would never 
eo7 given him hearing till 

ty had beene weary of 

ling. One of theie, uve- 
{makes mention of 1n h1s 
t$Satyre, who made a din 
eto free the Moon from 


power of the enchanter. 


uihThis vertue of an ap- 
tune filence few women 
N E.3 ob- 


\hice, and at once both ob- 


"hearing the chare 


The common ſort 
when the Moone 
was eclipſed 
thought her to be 
enchanted , and 
with baſons and 
other things made 
a hideom noyſe to 
barre her from 
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obtain,ifthey do,it comes to the 
the laſt ofall other. Their toaguplic 
areclocks which, once woundypith 
few of them g0 lefſe then fixed 
houres. But this wiſeſ of Sai Wome 
a ſeaſonable filence, and camion 
ſpeech, was alike admirable: Ip d 
much that through the wh 
Bible we finde not that ſhe ſqiſſtd 
above five times. Twice ro the ſh: 
gell Gabriel, as How ſhall thi f8 
and againe, Behold the Hand-nipt 
of the Lord. Next in the encounfutal 
betweene her, and her couſcn Mk 
«beth. A fourth time to her beÞer! 
ved Sonne after long abſence} 
hwoe y0u dcalt ſo with As. Loft Id ti 
when ſhe becomes a petirioner|Þt 1 
the poore., Becauſe they baoagunt 
wine. Here in this place the inell 
tively hearkens to the Ang 
whom ſhe heares twiceerc ” cou 
WE -3 ETC 5-5-5 vt 
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yes once. She made two pawics 
her her an{wer,which ſhe fran'd 
[ith ſuch care, and ſobriety, as if 
godeſty had ſeal'd up her bo. 
ane, and lippes,and that without 
{cr ſpeciall warrant they were not 
{ be opened. And though her 
wtoughts were perplex'd and trou- 
aed, yet ſhe apparrell'd them in 
With a cleare,ſmouoth calme of lan- 
{pvve, that it would have genti- 
$0'd Barbariſme it ſelfe. Whenkher 
miaſtitie is call'd in queſtion 
Which ſhe eſteemes above health, 
berry, or life it ſelfe) ſhe poſitive- 

&nies nothing in that ſtrange, 
ad to her impoſſible affertwn of 
We Angell, but anſwers with an 
gunble enquirie, Bow full that be? 
Wellmight ſhe make this demand, 
Fince The knew by humane power 
pould not be effeted, and the 
[6 E 4 Angell 
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Angell had not yet revealcd, thycea 
ſuch was the divine will. Thowhe n 
never ſoule endured a greater care 
flit then hers, and that Feare ha fea 
ſtretched the ſtrings of her hayecif 
to their utmoſt extenſion, wkhe: 
choſe ſhe rather that they ſhoufyde, 
breake in ſunder, than ſhe intolk of 
temperancy. Some womtyin: 
(though chaſt, yet curſt, andiguF: 
ſty) having once heard theirciy,anc 
ſtity bronght in queſtion, wouſech 
have omitted all interrogatioþlon 
and have given the Angell a Sir 
mon for his falutaticn, and hafeco 
reyiled his name, if not offcredikted 
olence to his perſon. But in tir; 
ſweeteſt of creatures, mildendm: 
and modeſty kiſſed each other;$Go 
that nothing could flow from fo 
that was not pleaſing and gentiito 
' Yetcould not her amazed loolpl 
(0 


I 
_ 
my 
"2 
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whe more than griefe; for we 
"Mere onely for what 1s paſt, but 
ty feare all thar.can happen. The 
eaercifull Angell reading in her 
read the perplexity of her 
Wude,re{olved preſently to ridde 
of the rormenting doubr ſhe 
n46in;and to baniſh Feare out of 
k@rFace reſerved only for Beau- 
1$..0d the Graces to dwell in. He 
werctore hides this great ſccret 
Wlnger from her, but expounds 
her the manner and meanes of 
arconception, which no ſooner 
Wired her cares, then conſent her 
nt; and with a proſtrate ſoule 
made her will conform it {clfe 
;hGods; Behold,ſaith ſhe,the had- 
dof the Lord, &c. Ii: tis co- 
tht of hers we may &:cover af- 
wt as many peri<GHioi:: as 
0 | \eGrclh 
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tceale her feare, which atiiicts - 
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words. Some draw hence anbrt 
ſervation, that the ſalvationgit 
mankinde depended upon iu 
confent, and conſequently qyra 
damnation upon her refuſal, pe, 
meditation dares not climbitw 
high, not being able to concypid, 
how poſhbly the ſearcher {tay 
hearts ſhould receive a repiſide 
from his choſen one, nor hoyiſtd! 
omnipotency can be confindltl 
one onely meancs in the RedenyM 
tion of mankinde. It ſhall ſult 
me to derive hence three of thi 
greateſt Chriſtian Vertues, ikipe 
Faith, her Obedience, her Huj#b 
lity. ty - 
ierf 

Faith is the hand whereby mn 
lay hold on Chriſt, and his Ws; 
rits, without which, ſaith S. uſu 
all morall vertues whatſoeverhv 


nbetter than gorgious fins. The 


n1oty and neceſſity of this ſuper- 
rall gift cannot bur evidently 
 thrare to the meaneſt underſtan- 
op, in that no man 15 1enorant 
xt without Chriſt we cannot be 
#14, and without Faith we can- 
{apprehend Chriſt, nor *pPIF 
deſerts, and paſhon to our pol. 
rid foules. In this which excelts 
dflother pertections did this hap- 
Mother of our Emanuel (ur- 
Meſſe all other creatures, as here in 
thirfe, and hereafter more at 
 Mive I ſhall demonſtrate. S. As- 
wh both in knowledge and antho- 
"7 infinitely exceeds me, and 
krfore T deſire you would heare 
uhm for me. Strexothened by a fin- 
Mar Faith, ſairh be, ſhe made God's 
fawn bers, more happy traely 79 r09- 
vine Chriſt in her minde, they hi 
fleſh 
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= faith ſhefeard, and reverendl, y, 
 =& whom ſhe bore, whom as ſoone ay, , 
brought forth ſhe ador d, and nah, 

firſt beholder of the glory of hinſhy,, 

rection. Would I muicr uy; 

forces I could produce many,” 

ther Champions of the lan! 

worth and antiquity, that witth ;, 
indefatigable zeale, doe vindiquy(; 

the faith of this bleſſed Virgu_yt 

gainſt ſome of theſe latter ay (| 

who accule her as defectiveintihh { 

wherin ſhe was moſt accompliliyy 

Their objedtions have beenclay, | 

ſince anſwer'd by Saint Avftyio 

Saint Ambroſe, and divers Otithh 

of thoſe Primitive times. Sainte 

fin diſtinguifheth thus betwethale 

Lb. 16. Zacharies demand and hers. 4h; 
de civit. chary when he ſaycs, Whence jþllll 1 
cap.24. know this: or ,By what meanes 7 he 

ill 


= fleſb in her wombe. Enducd with, 1 


: © Rd 7; 0 
of 
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HS 
"Iv 
up 


th 7 this, | $ and my wife being ſo 44 —"Y Ss 
a be ſpoke this ont of deſpaire, nos "MN 
«Ne way of inquiſition. But Mary oY 
"he askes; How ſhall that be, ſince 
Ty 110 1444 ? ſhee utter d this 
Airing, ot deſpairing. Where. 
! Zachary 7t 1s ſaid, thou ſhalt 
imbe becauſe thou believeſt not; 
ly 76 hex the cauſe i expounded, 
Wiſe while ſhe doth queſtion, ſhe 
Uureth wot of the promiſe. And to 
: fame purpoſe, and almoſt in 
i: fame words ſpeakes Saint 
Wire, whoſe teſtimony T 0- 
fi t, leſt I ſhould prove tedious, 
fAdobſcere to the tender ſexe, to 
joſe profit this weake Eſſay of 
Ancis chiefly intended. Yet my 
Mleto her whoſe true admirer I 
n, compels me bricfly to deface 

thoſe aſpertions, which the 
ierſaries to her, and piety _ 
ay 
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F ſh in her wombe. . Endued 
darth [hs fo ne? A --- 4 = 


Is 


This volume f 
tight binding and 
effort has beenn 
duce the centres. 

result ind 
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Wks this. 1. and mn wite being [a 4 nn 


has a very 

1d while every 
made to repro- 
s, force would 


damage 
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= fleſh in her wombe. Endued willl, ,1 
BE” faith ſhefear'd, and reverencdh, y 
1.4] 26 whom ſhe bore, whom as ſoone af, . 
| 111.0 brought forth ſhe ador'd, and ma þ 

DF firſt beholder of the glory of hink,,, 
rection. Would I muicr wy,.;,; 
forces I could produce man," 
ther Champions of the ſq, 
worth and antiquity, that wit j, 
indefatigable zeale, doe vindiy( 
the faith of this bleſſed Virguby, 
i 1H oainſt ſome of theſe latter ay (; 
18-1! who accule her as defective intihe { 
Wl wherin ſhe was moſt accompliljyh 

Their objections have beenelajy, 
ſince anſwer'd by Saint Afi 
Saint Ambroſe, and divers otihho 
of thoſe Primitive times. Sainthjine 
fin diſtinguifheth thus betwehal 
WIEN Lib, 16. Zacharies demand and hers. Ah, 
{Ms Ml de cron, chary when he ſayes, Whence foal 
kk ©4p-24. know thu: or ,By what meanes 70 ly 
Fl 
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wh, this, I, and my wife being ſo a- 
"4 be ſpoke this XA 1 x 
Ne way of 1nquiſition. But Mary 
PAY yfhe askes; How ſhall that be, ſince 
uw 10 man ſhee utter'd this 
Puring, 20t deſpairing. Where. 
Wo Zachary 78 7s ſaid, thou ſhals 
Blmbe becauſe thou believeſt not; 
Ih 1s her the cauſe i expounded, 
uſe while ſhe doth queſtion, ſhe 
Uirerh not of the promiſe. And to 
Mr ſame purpoſe, and almoſt in 
le ame words ſpeakes Saint 
Wire, whoſe teſtimony TI o0- 
I It, leſt I ſhould prove tedious, 
/ndobſcare to the tender ſexe, to 
lshoſe profit this weake Eflay of 
Ameis chiefly intended. Yet my 
Meulcto her whoſe true admirer I 
n, compels me bricfly to deface 
l thoſe aſpertions, which the 
verſaries to her, and piety have 
, layd 
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2 Lyd upon her. And I am whie i 
” rUansform'dinto wonderas ofigy 
confider how malice, and kybje 
ſpawne can bce ſo frontleſkþune 
groſſely to deprave the meajin j 
of the Text onely to detraR flier 
her, and ſhould be ſo audaciauþ dc: 
to contradict the holy Ghoſt hiewe 
felfe, who by the mouth of Ehjſor 
beth pronounceth her bleſſed, tk th 
cauſe ſhe beleeved. True it is,thk fo 
expofitions give a light tome: 
Scriptures , but it is ſuch aongid: 
we receive from lightning, witti 
brings with it rather terrour tew 
comfort. tan 

eo , ER 
Here her obedience calls uheor 
me to cut off, I cannot ſay, tuspht; 
greſſion, but vindication of herlten 
nour. Though ſhe deſerved lofi, 
rainty, and command, yet delight 
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Mie in nothing more then in this = 
t_aiſive vertue proper oncly to 
Kbjet, and was a diligent pra- 
khuner of it through her whole 
in imitation of him who was 
Kedient even to an 1gnomini- 
lk death. Her faith, and obedi- 
Wewere of equall ſpeed ; for ſhe 
Whoner heard the Angell relate 
the Almighty had ordained 
Ws hould beare the worlds Re- 
mer, but ſhe beleey'd, and con- 
Rated that it ſhould be ſo. She had 
nt in ber infancy , that obedi- 
Kewith God is better then ſacri- 
and therefore ſhe was as {ſwift 
tought in agreeing to the di- 
Mrcordinance, that ſo poſteritic 
Sh diftinguiſh berweene her 0- 
Micnce,and that of others whoſe 
Mis, and Vnderſtandings have a 
Mbat before they can bec 
_ brought 


af broug! \ttoa conſent. But this 
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jt fi 
Inte! 


onely a lovely 51h of thath 
tfull tree, her h:um!ity, on wit, : 
a perpetual Autumn. at! :nded; $5 
it continually boi c {rut mY 
d t| 
Nurs 


Of this Vertne } -nuit treatm 
at large then of thc reſt; becai 
1s extenſive cleane trough als 
actions of her life. Of chis theres] 
maay ſorts, wio':;- ſeverall Nr 
tENances, and ſh: pes we willh 
draw to the lit, leſt the Reader { 
impos'd upon , "and verily bel, i 
he enioyes the tri1e one, when, ! l 
deed, heis onciy | >»feffourofil Rc 


adulterate, | L 


 Wewill begin with the Natur Hh 
Humulity, which isto be found} . 
many,who bei; iS bately borne, 
bred, and poorely ſpirited, a 


ag 4K 
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gt to oreatneſſe , but reſt FT 
| patented with that ſordid calling 
"rune hath allotted them. This 
,miliry 1 is none of thoſe that ver- 
'# doth warrant. There is another | 

ide which we may call ſenſuall, Sen/#at? 
d this makes men refuſe ho- 2dr 
"Þurs, not that they do not deſire 
hem, 'but for the trouble,care,and 
uger that attende$+them. This 
ility is baſe, and degenerate. 
\ ere | is athird proud one of the Hype 
Ipocrite, who though he be am. ©7##5ca# 
.Fous of dignities, and fecks them mages 
$1all cunning , and undermining 
Þ Fiyes, yer (ro be reputed humble) 
leemes to flilethem. This Hu- 

ulity is falſe, and fained.A fourth ,,., - 
h —_ philoſophicall,and morall, Heel 

| this conſiſts in the knowledge hamility 
; mans felfe, and his miſerable 
| Indition , ſo that by a_naturall 


ji 
"o F light 


 Moſas- 


call, or 
Tudai- 


call H«- 


miliy. 
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54g light he can ſee to humble | lice 


ſelte, and be ſerviceable to gee 
men, yet no further then the ding 
tie of his eſtate allows, and humye d 
reaſon requires. So that in thy,at 
mans opinion it ſhould not held : 
mility , but baſeneſle in a Gentno 
man to pardon an injury done higſou 


orto place himſelfe inan Hoſjidip 


as a ſcrvant teattend the ſicke,uhun 
needy. This Humility will notquye 
dure the Chriſtian Teſt. A fit; f 
Moſaicall, or TIudaicall , offenffla 
ſelfe to our conſideration; andilhhet 
hath a neare reſemblance of tua 
true one; forby the peruſall oftipl 
written Law we come to know (Qur 
ſelves more perfectly then allthum 
Philoſophers of the world qth 
teach us. To this purpoſe Saad: 
Paul ſaith ; From the Law comet 
Knowledge of ſinue : and = Fr 
as 
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ice, I had not knowne concupiſcence "F 
0 hee 4 ſanne had not the Law ſaid, © 
ioflos ſhalt r0t covet, In this Mirrour 
ediſcerne our originall corrupti- 
 tr,aud all our diſordinate paſſions, 
chad affections, together with our 
mnorance , and ftrailty, By this 
gouchſtone we finde all our mo- 
id philoſophical vertues to be but 
,gunterfeit. Bur this carries with jr 
query detrimentall diſcommodi- 
ite; for it leads us beyond hope of 
nlvation, and there leaves us. For. 
then a man ſhall conſider that an 
 twattainable perfection, and an cx- 
fk obſervance of the Law 1s re- 
ured at his hands (whercin he is 
lmmanded to honour God with 
A his ſoul, and with all his might, 
ad to love his neighbour as him- 
sMfe) and yer withall ſhall diſco- 
tier in him{ſelfe an utter difabilicie 
la F 2 to 


* Y 
on, 


45 Fn 


The true 
Chriſts- 
an hu- 
mility. 
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to exccute theſe holy commag. 


a frozen digection wil ſo benum je 
all his thoughts that not ons},,, 
them will be of force to uph . 
it ſelfe from ſinking into thebd* ; 
tomleſle pir of deſpaire. | 


ving firſt made a ſubmiſſiveayy, 
knowledgement of its owneingqyer 
titude, pride, ayarice, injuſtice, whe 
pictie, and infinite other imperhne 
&ions) by a ſtrong apprehenig hi 
layes hold on the mercic of Gc 
in Chriſt. And this goodneſſthy 
God towards us makes our fin 1 
more o0diouSevyecn in our owneithyd 
no otherwiſe then the tender kinkſſe 
nefle of his Father made the phy 
digall childe more clearly fee thhl 
owneerrour,and diſobedience. Mfr 


(l 
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wy 
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M8 makes that ſpecch of God to 
Wlewes, Whe you come into the 
bad of promiſe, then you ſhall know 
Ws ines 7 as if he ſhould have 
"Wd, How often have you diſtruſted 

ind not onely murmur d againſt 

\ but abandon'd me, and ador d 
8, making them your guides, and 
(Snibuting to them the benefits you 
Be recezved from me 2 fo the re- 
Encrared Chriſtian being once 
Wed into the ſpirituall King- 
Mine of Chriſt, ſees more cleare- 
ls tis ſinnes, then he did before 
* calling, as having received a 
Uieater Light. The excellency of 
ts vertue in a Chriſtian is be- 
nd humane exprefſion, Not a- 
aſe a learned Father of the 
Murch ſtiles this the Treaſurer 
Fill other vertues. The antient 
Miriſtians commonly uſurpe Hu- 
( F 3 mility 


Hieron. 
in Fpiſt. 
ad Ce- 
lant. 
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” miliry for vertuec it ſ{clfe. Ch! 
cals it pooreneſſe of Spirit, 4p! 
diſcoutfing of mans Beatitu7 
fers it in the Front, This #*<* 
Pride ate at endleſle oddes; 
this is ſociable, and loves cp 
pany,wheras pride affects ſolnuſ*+ 
and 1s for the moſt patt al [1 
In the Empire of Pride, two 
not ſtand quietly together, wha 
as inthe dominions of Humilif** 
an infinite number may be plat 
without cither combat, or ſtff* 
Pride 1s never void of feare, o* 
doubr, whereas this ſtands ſec 
with 10245 in the bottome off 
Sea. Pride is ever ambitious of 95 
firſt ſeate, this of the loweſt, #8 
therefore is as much extoll' Nec 
all men, as the other cride dow! Fla 
Pride aſſumes all to it ſelfe, and 
full of ſelfe-love, This refulff 


"; 
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Chn its owne due, and undervas * 

r, apSit ſelfe, as knowing that it can 

italy call nothing its owne, but 

5 ae} Pride ſtormes at an injury 

s; #civd; this embracethall occa- 

coins that may exerciſe its pati- 

iſe. Pride(hikeall things puft up, 

lo#{light) is wavering, and blown 

© and there by every guſt of 

aoune; this in ſtability 1s a rock, 

jtin hardneſſe, being ſoft, and 

zpute as the Downe of Swans. 

jſſee though this Vertue be of all 

Mtcr the moſt innocent, and ſub- 

ſive, it is withall the moſt po- 

apcrfull; for, as nature, ſo God ab- 

$0rs vacuity, and thereforc (fin- 

$o the humble utterly empty of 

etation , preſumption, and 

what elſe is derogatory to his ho- 

four ) hee fils him with hts 

Face and ſpirit. What ſhould 1 
F ſay 
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7 more ? Humility 1s feard1l r 
in danger, free in bondage, rickyn a 
poverty, quier 11 perſccution ge ; 
ble, and glorivrious in 12nomiende 
lofty in lowneſle, joytull ingnic 
ouiſh, and happy in the midſt 
miſery. This made Moſes ſpe tis 
leſle, Abraham to acknowlyhbo 
| himſelf duſt and aſhes, nixen 
Baptiſt to eſteeme himſelfe am - 
Voyce, and Saint Paul to acc) 
himſelfe the greateſt of all {innaGor 
This Tewell was ſo faire in Chr 7 
eye, that to purchaſe it, he undyy 
went not only poverty, miſery,ajt 
all indignities, but even execrajy, 
on, and malediction . W hat wouly i 
we judge of a great Prince, whiut 
in ſtead of enlarging his Territyye je 
ries, ſhould abaſe himſclfe ſo fanka 
as to become a poore ſubjethini 


Why this did Chriſt, who (beiyn 


(! 
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>: things the greateſt, and be 
(mall eternity) by humility bez" 
ne of all the loweſt, and de- * 
nded even to the profefiion of 
nice to the meaneſt of his crea- 
lis. It is alſo an evident marke 
Fs humility, that he choſe to 
la borne of ſimple and obſcure 
"rents, whereas he might, it he 
F$uld, have allyed himſelfe to 
Meorcateſt Princes, This gave 0c- 
MFonto the Iewes ro mocke him, 
ning, 7s 20t Toſe ph hs Father, 
dy Mary his Mother * True it is 
Ut he was of the Houſe 'of Da- 
ad, but when he was borne, it 
Ws in its declination, and of no 
ute, As the Moone fourteene 
res together, to our ſight, en- 
Mraſeth, and fourteene againe di- 
niſheth, till at length it be {eene 
'Smore: ſo in the fourteenc gene- 
0 rations 


SY 
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” the Houſe of David received ade 
F vancement in honour, and ſplafyy 
dour, and was in his time at thiyy 
full height; but im the tourteqpch 
following generations it wayel 
the wane, and in the dayesiþd 
Chriſt neere utter extinction, Ao 
WEN whereas he might have inſeryſd( 
"O's | Sarah, Rebecca, and many Othiihd 
1} FR Saints in his Genealogy, he planhel 
T1} (IV! Tamar, Raab, Ruth, Berſabe, anlii | 
0091} thers of an inceſtuous race,to ſhit! 
LURE the world, that, though he haqkar 
finne, he abhorred not finnenlf ( 
What man is there who. havin, 
laſcivious wife deteed of whonſis 
dome will take her againe ? Fg 
Chriſt, having eſpouſed theadifen; 
terate- ſoule of man, receivesWul 
into grace and favour. after Id j 
hath committed millions of adlfh6 

teri 
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wires, To this efte ſaith the Pr 58 


het, Though thou haſt committed "XR 


ledwvication with many Lovers,yet re- 
thine, and I will receive thee. Who 
etthere that being injur'd will not 
$mely forgive the Offendor, bur 
Ste his friendſhip, T, and lay 
Whwne his life for him 2 All this 
hid Chriſt, who (being grievouſly 
tad hainouſly abuſed by man) not 
aqmely demanded his pardon, as if 
dk himſelfe had beene faulty, 
tt made an oblation of his owne 
uſeirt-bloud to quench the wrath 
neſof God juſtly conceived againſt 
hin. Another admirable a& of 
00s humilizy was, that (God ha- 
Ig erven him all power in hea- 
difen and earth, in ſo much that he 
Should at his pleaſure have deſtroy- 
I Jades, whoſe treaſon he fore- 
Mew) all the revenge he tooke, 
ri was 
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EXas to waſh his fect, and tockkre 
© him Friend when he caine toagde 
= prehend him. To theic I may addin 
| his living in obſc::rity from hor 
twelfth to his thirtterh ycere, ere 
all which tme we reade not aqpy1 
thing of him. I will conclude wijtol 
all the croſles and calamitics lkce 
endur'd, of which in his life hexgllde 
ver reaped any fruit, .and at life 
death had his Innocency oneqqull 
predicated by one, and that onzquc 
Thicte. In a word, during hisra 
bode here below ( whether yaſuir 
conſider his Doctrine, Actions,qſur 
Paſhon) he was not fo much dur 
lighted with the exerciſe of ayjte: 
vertue, as of this gentle,meek oneſene 
that ſo he might imprint it as lie 
owne ſacred ſtampe, or markeiyau 
thoſe mindes which he would: 


have known to be his. And, abowta 
the 
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areſt, into the chaſt bolome of Mi 


aþdcarcſt Mother did he ſend this 
dine gift, before his birth by in- 
gion, and afterwards engraftcd it 
, tre by example. And this we 
aquy well perceive by her ſo cloſe- 
wy following the patterne that ſhe 
$ Igecedes all but himſclfe in this 
exilde, offenceleſle vertue. In this 
Ire quality as ſhe had an une- 
ngull'd Maſter , ſo ſhe prov'd a 
mequchleſſe Schollar. He who is ig- 
1sratof the excellency ſhe hath 
yaſun'd to in this one pertection, 
$,qure pronounce him withall ig- 
Grant of Gods holy Writ,and in- 
aqpeable of all goodnefle derived 
onefence. Yet ſome facrilegious 
; lifeeves there are , who robbe this 
ccfutifull Temple of its prime or- 
ouldnent, this ſweeteſt Garland of 
oWwhireſt Flower. They maintaine 
the (me 


Her hu- 
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& (methinks the earth ſhould (Pic 
” 8 itſclfe, and them whentheyyyÞi 
it) that ſhe was humbled, not hy 
ble. Theſe I may more propef! 
averre to be learning, not lean 
They may with as much july 
deprive the Roſe of her bluſh, i}# 
Lilly of her white, the Violi Wd 
her purple, and the Chriſtall off 
clearnefle, as her of this pref 
ornament, which ſhe obtein'diyf p 
{tudious pious imitation, andyfts 
ſerv'd with a holy care. But"! 
wonderis theleſle when cont 
plate the continuall Antipathygſ*! 
tweene Impudency, and Inno! 
cie. Whoſoever ſhall ſettle hisn(ſ 
ditation on her diſcourſe with! (he 
Angell, her pilgrimageto heralf 
ſens houſe, and her divine Hymſy* 
there (though he have ſworn lu! 
{clfe the ſlave of prejudice) ” P 
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I\rcake his chaine, : and reaſſume FI = 


winch freedome as to declare her 
ſly humble. Sure I am if they 
tjould have her halfe a degree 
unbler , they make her wholly 
(lhject, To my thinking theſc fixe 
g ods alone ( Behold the hand- 
ud of the Lord) are able to con- 
pl ice of errour ſix thouſand ſuch 
low Authors. To thoſe who 
{þfplac'd in an extreame height, all 
L ws below ſeeme farre ſmaller 
it indeed, they are,butto them- 
niadies they appeare the ſame ; bur 
walſtit fals our otherwite, where 
ol imroducer of one pregaant 
isnting that contein'd all other 1n- 
th te world (and therefore wor- 
09 placed above it) thinks all 
jyap$under her farre greater then 
"Jfielfe, and above her in value. 
hen ſmainly all rhe ancient Fothers 
ith 
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*with one conſent affrme that { 


"deſerv'd to be Empreſle of ally; 
thers, who humbled her ſelfelyy 
low them all. For my owne party 
am ſo tranſported with the medigy 
tion of her meckneſle that je 
thinks I heare her thus expreſinu 
the humility of her ſanctified heyy: 
to the heavenly Nuntio. 


m4 


Is this a delightfall dreame, 0 
pleaſing viſion that thus raviſheyun 
ſoule? What a lovely prefþed? u thilan 
What do mine eyes behold ? Cuign,l 
ftooping to ſhrubs * Mountains tiuftd 
lies * The Occan courting a RivenP.: 
T ai [cover more then all this. Ihre 
Heaven deſcending to Earth, the ple, 
preame Majeſty to hamane miſerſto, 
bleſſed Angell to a wretched manigfec 
True it is I am the ſlrufture of Of t 
ewne hands , but an edifice not cledff t 
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hy faire enough for the habitation of 
lld;onely Sonne. Alas, alas! I ama OR 
© ſel top wclcane to encloſe a Deity. I 
this. fleſh. of mine pare enough to 
Ukhe parity it ſelfe* 1 41 n0t worthy 
 hie reputed his childe, much leſſe his 
ſimuwert.. Oh lend me thy harmonious 
heqwee,. thy heavenly. Rhetoricke, thou 
all Oratonr, that I may render 'nN1 
thanks, and praiſe ; though not { bf 
, ful, yet nearer to. the grace T have {16 


oa, . - f 3 il. 51 F 
thywved. I deny rot bat ej hs Ew 
 thilme written in every thing here be- "i 'S 
elan, but in obſcure Characters , like {16 


oldſcovery of the Sunne in 4 pud- JEW: 
ven. Thog art nearer him in eſſence, 16 
I reſence, in.goodnes,in knowledge, i ; 
he ucanſt finde out wor «'s more. ſttea- - 8-1. 
ſerpto his worth. Wherefore I earneſtly Wl 
ang{ech thee in.thy beſt. phraſe to pre- 8:11] 
F opt the unfaimed gratitude 8 bs x ial : 


cled humble H and-maid ,who eſtecms q | n 
C her 14 

Fo | 

| 
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= ber ſelfe unworthy to touch , my 
" moretoconceivehim. Neither ſides 
thou thy ſelfe depart without mlyq.. 
humble thanks for the eternall homlyt, 
thou haſt done me by this viſt. |, 
It is probable enough ſhe {i 4 
much to this purpoſe, this tom, ; 
of ſpeech being agreeable to hdy,, 
diſpoſition, and demeanour. Thi, 
conclude this point, fix cleared, 
monſtrations of her Humility, 
minent above the reſt , the hip. 
Wrir offers to our ſerious, andrhy 
verend conſideration. The firſt, 
this ſubmiſſive conference with; 
MN the Angel. The ſecond in tr 
ml " { houſe of Zachary, where the mt vt} 
The her vertue is predicated by le 
14.8 couſcn, the more ſhe humblesIdgg 
ſelfe. The third in her deliver] 
where ſhe meekly CM T 
af 


1 


4 
j 
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ri elſe t to all wants,and i inconvenien- by, q 
ſes. The fourth in her Purificati- © 
W*9,when ſhe obſcrv'd the cuſtome 
miforher uncleane finfull women. 
ad rankt her {elfe with them. The 
[ith in berrothing her ſelfe to a 
(Carpenter, and in paying as great 
My obedicnce to him as ever wo- 
Juan did to husband, and in joy- 
w with him in labour to get a 
& living , to maintaine them- 
þ wes, and their Sonne. The ſixth 
Mahaving a care of the poore, and 
11 aſſociating them at all times. 
Mt of all theſe I ſhall treare more 
Fl large inthe courſe of this divine 
Fory,whoſe order now brings me 
"the myſticall conception of her 
Retr Sonne , our onely Lord, 
nd Saviour Icſus Chriſt. 


'C 


'W The heavenly baltadour ha- 
{el 6G 2 ving 
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*T hi 
port is 
much co- 
trovert- 
ed, and I 
leave it 
to the 
diſcreete 
Keader 
what to 
beleeve., 
Lib. 18, 
Moral. 
Ca.27. 


DeSym- 
bol.ad 
Care- 
chum. 


© ving executed his great Maſterbtl 
command, departs, leaves Godjeh 
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and Man in the wombe , and thi 
Sonne of Rightcouſneſle is non 
riſen in the virginall orbe, For tld! 
15 the * tenent of the true, anda! 
cient Catholicke Church, that ſyj# 
conceiv'd immediately after thſ#%, 
Angels ſpeech,whom I had rathq« 
follow, then accompany many 
theſe later times who oppoſe. Þ, 
will onely produce a few teſtimeſ{{* 
nies, and that of Gregory the gre"! 
ſhall be the Leader. The Ang" 
ſaith he, declaring,and the Spirit: i 
PO Fany the Word tis init" 
wombe, and preſently in the wonſ® 
the Word u made fleſh, the incommif®* 
table eſſence coeternall to him milf 
the Father,and the holy Ghoſt ſhilln* 
maining. Him ſecondeth Sail 
Auſtin, of all the Fathers on _ D 
ubtk 
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nbtle and follid. Theſe enſuing 
othchis owne words. When the An. 
thil/aluted the Virgin, then did the 
on Ghoſt make her fraitfull, then 
hu that woman conceive a man with- 
[þ#« 19ar, then was ſhee repleniſht 
-ſhehih grace, then ſhee recerv'd the 
thelvd, that hee might be in her who 
the her. And in another place he 
youth thus. Make 20 delay, 0 Vir- * 
it. Þ, ſay Gut the word ſpeedily tothe 
meſſenger, and receive thy Sonne, 
retfiethy Faith, and feele the vertue 
gd t, Behold, ſaith ſhe,the Handmaid 
+ qfiie Lord, be it to me according ts 
; tHyword. Here was 10 delay at all the 
miſune Agent returneth, and Chriſt 
mts the Virginall wombe. The m0 - 
wilt of God is ſuddenly made frutk- 
Inh,od is predicated happy through- 
aint 4! ages. She preſently concerucd 
nolf Divinity of the Word w.thout the 
bil G 3 fet- 
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F” fellowſhip of a man. In this celeby : 
” tion ot the Nuprials betwed'; 
God and nature, while my af; 
on advanceth one ſteppe,my wi if 
rence retires another. Here Ry 
ſon is transformed into Adminſ; 
on, Eloquence into filence. Sm 
are rather ſolicitous to ſearchiy,, 
. . ; MAC 
the protundity of the Myſt, 
than humbly to acknowlal,; 
o ' £ 
it, and by Reaſon feeke topryſ., 
to that which cxcludes allrealſy, 
IM 74; Whatwasbeforetime it ſelfe,|,1 
1 Wl coxcepti- believed, not comprehended! ng 
| 0» was man; for that tranſcends theq.c, 
'F predeſti- derſtanding of man which 1. 
| i { nated be- before his nature. No eye. 


Ul fore 
Þ | ++ thoſe of Faith, can penetrate, 


(I.56 from all Wonder. All things in God] 
44" eternity, Above reaſon, nothing atg.;. 
þ Faith. H irgi wy 
[14 alth. Here a Virgin conceh, 
Ii without the loſſe of Chaſti 
M: 


— 
Di » 

PLE - 

nan, Fees. 


TThe life of the Virgin Mal ve . 


Maide remaines an immaculate -* 
Wother. Eternity is hereencom- -* 
Jhals d by time, glory masked in 
Dry y. A thing finite containes 
"[afniry, a mortall encloſcth crer- 
Juty, Here the Sonne is as antient 
WIE Father, elder than his Ma- 
Jter, and 15 made of her whom he 
Jade Here 15a concurrence, ora 
WI, noregation of Miracles. Ir is a 
Auracle that in the forming of 
"ich, and ſo grear an iſſue the aide 
WFman ſhould be utterly exclu- 
&d, and thar as he was man, he 
[hs onely made of the pure bloud 
"Tithe Virgin. {r is a miraclethat 
.ihe ordinary number of dayes re- 
aired 1 in the forming of a humane 
\ Þody is not here obſerv'd; but in 
prery moment without ſucceſſion 
j -lftime a body is fram'd, and ani- 
i tated, Bur a greater mirac te than 
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> alltheſcis thararthe ſame inſt, 
*  whercin the ſoule is joyned to th 
body, the Divinity and Humay,, 
ty are united in-one perſon, y ly 
the eternall Word is inſeperablſi,, 
linkt with the fleſh; fo that th, 
Sonof God and man isthe ſay; 
inthe Virgins wombe. As fortiſy, 
manner of her conception, I dy, 
not mare mervaile at: the- ſup. 
natural! ſtrangeneſle of it, thaly; 
doe at the daring inquiſition, i. 
ſenſuall exprefiion of ſome, wijh 
relate it in words as grafle as thiſje 
owne underſtandings. F only wilſſ 
I could free the moſt learned, adn 
ingenious Ereſ7z trom the ju; 
impuration of a laſcivious folly, 
the Eſſaying to unfold this ſacrh 
Myſtery. He compares Godto$ 
Woer, the Angell to a ſollicitou, 
and Mary to the beloved, and pi_þj 
TG +: cecd 


VIIN 
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lIceds further than either the di-% 
Wrine Will, or humane modeſty 
Wrrmit, He treates of. this vencra- wa 

lhe this: ſtupendious encounter 
Wterweene the Divinity and Huma- 
Witty in the ſame amorous phraſe 
Myth which the Poets deſcribe the 
[Manon mecting of Dido and M- 
Wy in the Cave. I will notrip up 
Mite particulars in which he is taul- 
Pp way, leſt I runne into the 
» Ulzeerrour which in him I repre- 
ited, and imprint a bluſh onthe 
the leekes of my baſhfull Readers. 
'Wlhis conception was as ſpotlefſe, 
>Wndascleare from all pollution as 
© ki ſweet Odout when it enters 
lly*he ſenſe. Zeve, ſaith Saint Auſtin, 
ai Word is the Husband, the Bare qara1. 
It WWife, in this glorious ſplendour is Domini. 
KW Sonne of God conceiv'd, 11 this 

Pity generated. Of the ſame 
Cee C leare, L 
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boſome, then the Tewple of he 
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<learc, and cleane ſenſe is Rupenuy 


= 


- on this very paſſage. Whes the truly 
”” ty bcheving Maide,ſaith he, opennyy. 


at once her munde and month ſaid, 
hold the Handmaid of the Lord, iy, 
zo re according to thy Word ; in thy 
very inflant (to make good the wn) 

of the Angell) the holy Ghoſt caſyy, 
«pon her, and enter d through the gy, 
dores of her Faith. What part did, 
enter * firſt the Chappell of her Mic 
and incorrupt wombe : Her biſ ® 
that ſhe might be made a Propheiſhy,, 
her wombe, that (hee might becm|, 
mother. Now forthe time of tif, 
conception, whether or no tu, . 
preciſely on the 25. day of Mar, 
I'will not ſtrive to cliaine Yy.: 
mans belcefe to a reſolution he}, 
in, though I finde many oldaly, 
great Doctors of the coy Meg 
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mac held it for a truth. Many que. h 
mfions here ariſe which I have ned- %Z 
mer time, nor deſire to diſcuſſe,' T 
0 fllonely looke into the deport- 
nent of this incomparable crea- 
ire afrer that ſhe -knew ſhe was 
Mxcome the receptacle of a Deity. 
The meere apprehenſion of ſuch 
Mn unheard of honour in other 
«omen, would have begotten 
F Ide, arrogancy, and diſdaine, 
ivt onely of all their ſexe; bur of 
- kinds 3 it ſelfe. They would 
hy hve repin'd at their breathing of 
"Jommon ayre, and (ſcorning the 
Jrrth they trod on) have nourtſht 
FInambition to walke on the bat- 
ments of heaven. But this 
"aide above imagination excel. 
"Je knt, the more ſhe was orac'd and 
' onificd, the more ſhe was hum- 
"Md. When all men admir'd, and 
_ even 
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E .evenador'd her, and judg'd ff 
= worthy to be preſently aſſume 
” mo heaven, ſhe was rea 
.Creepe into the center of the ear 
and there to hide her, thi 
that eycry one pointed at ra 
undeſerving that ſupreme digni 
.confer'd on her by God himleli 
And whereas others would bali 
;Nudied nothing but rich Tiſlny | 
and embroyderies to weare, ali 
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.the moſt coſtly Perſian Card ) 
't0 tread on, ſhe meditated ſingh | $ 
.Ctyin apparel], and a good path 
of thooes to beare her afoot jou \ 
cy over the ſteepe - and flny 
- mountaines, intending to beſtq 

A a Vil on her couſin Elizabeth. * 
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Mary aroſe in thoſe ayes , 
vent into the Hill Country &. 
And centred into the houſe US Zacharias. 
and Jaluted Ekzabeth. 

And” it came to paſse, that when Elzabeth heard 
ſalutation 9. AMaty, the babe lcaped im her worbe. 
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Many of her kinde , and in hr 

high cſtate, and condition woulf 
hardly have acknowledg'd, orrfu 
cciv'd their kindred , much | 

have trotted over hils , and dani 
ro make atender of their duties 1, 
them. Herc is a rare ſpectacle, Hime 
mility climing, a thing as contptt 


- ryto the nature of it, as it it! 


things ponderous of themlſeluciſiur 
flie. This ſoveraigne: of herlapy! 
having the celeſtiall Monarchy, 
cluded in the narrow compaſkF | 
her wombe , made haſte to pune! 
thoſe ſteep, ſtony,and ruggediiffas 
the willingneſſe of her mindequ#7 
abling the feeblenes of her voifie 
And, to ſay the truth , whel 6. 
ſhould ſhe (whoſe worth exalf#re 

er above all things cle) go? 
to places as eminent in ſcituif! 
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he in ſweetneſle of diſpoſition? 
Iyſhither ſhould this Eagle flie, but 
wh the ſummiry of the worlds 
refure I am ſhe could nor fore above 
| pitch of her owne valuc. Shee 
1&$rlooke the ſweet embelliſht val- 
538, where with caſe ſhe might 
ane walked,and betooke her ſelfe 
ntÞthe craggy mountaines , which 
St without infinite labour , and - 
wile ſhe could aſcend. By theſe 
r{pwh,and uneven wayes, have the 
<$y Martyrs themſclues mounted 
| promontory. of vertue, and 
\ pe found the end of their jour- 
das ſweet as their travell bitter. 
deqwtue the minds that travell to thy 

ts how rich they returne ! They 
hel backe laden with thoſe pretions 
xalpunents that beantifie this life, and 
go Parchayan odours that ſweeter 
tud$4rivarion of it, and perfume po- 
C7EEY. 
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Ferity. Tru it i that thy ſeas al 
8 * roueh;er to him that lancheth ini 
deepe, appeare at firſt terrible, but i 
with confidence & conſtancy he pln 
ther up,and with a fixed patiencenln 
dures the frownes of an angry Skit, Wir 
fhall at length diſcover a cant 
ſmooth as thy ejvne forchead,on miner 
Fortune, Time, and wvice could uu, 
get imprint one wrinckle. Y nder tif 
facred ſafe conduct hath many «| 
perſtitiouſly devout diſtreſſed fenſtee 
pilgrim (after the endurance of li | 
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and cold without, of hunger ,andilyt; 
within, and other miſerable accidiiyry 
innumerable ) arrived with coniMfyl! 
at the ſuppoſed ſhrine of this our bye, 
fed Saint, who here (having nd x he 
guard than thy potent ſelfe) ex)iſter; 
ber dainty feet to the knowne Why j, 
of flints hard, and ſharpe alike, A , 
her ſacred perſon to labour, and hs;, 
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 avite hazards incident to the poore Ge 
ffreveller. She who meriteth ro fit * 
finder a cloth of ſtate, beſer with "A 
lajic carths moſt precious ſtones, 
{«nda preſence throng'd with Em- 
e cles, as happy waiters graced in 
4s attendance dorh here commit 
wager ſelf into the hands of folitnde, 
qd danger. Thus did the Spouſe 
7 tht the holy Spirit overcome the 
«qurow,and difficult paths of theſe 
ſepe mountaines , Charity l:ad- 
tw her by one hand,and Humility 
the other. And if we diligently 
tne Gods ſacred Word , we 
mtkll there finde the Mountaines - 
r mour'd with many notable acts. 
 Mfſhere did that parent of an innu- 
Merable iſſue, Avraham, prepare 
Ter immolation of his only ſonne? 
© Vamountaine. Where did Moſes 
@Feave the Tables. of the divine 
H Laws? 
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EZ Law: Ona mountaine. W here diy 
z* Chriſt, (his Humanity concealed 
uy transfigure his face into a county 
nance of cternall glory ? Ok 
mountzine, Where did he ſhedlyſc 
pureſt bloud , and lay downe lh 
deareſt lite as an expiation forall 
hainous and manifold ſinnes? 0f 
a mountaine. Bur why thee i 7 
mous Acts were performed pur 
mountains rather then in vallghb 
Realon hathnot a ſight ſtrong,ather 
wcke enough to diſcover, Mp 
this is evident, that God hath oh 
plac'd Heaven it ſelfe on the hr 
fide of us, or under our feet , din 
Hs over our heads, that we migiht({z: 
"163 reft our looks,and fixethem onll 
11:7. 1d etctnall habication, and afpireFT' 
- *.  entcrthecelcſtiall Canaan; in«t, 
Our true, countrey , our of willy 
while we live, we leade but 24s; 
3 7 
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Wye, and a flaviſh life , and are no * 
edjaher then unfortunate exiles. And 
ntrely the very fight of ſublime 
nglces breeds inus high thoughts. 
Ilſe commonly looke downe on 
Wings deſpicable , the eyes of ad- 
[cation are bent upward. 

| 

i The cauſe why ſhe tooke this 

| uraey, IT ſhall endeavour to relate 


Shbriefly,that T will ſtrive to avoid (Ws 
then long ſyllables. Yet do fo ma- F116 
| Nypious doctrines, and ufes, low IHE 
hm theſc two Chriſtalline 1HY, 
e ings, that they alone are ſuffi- «1.6 
» Rent tro compoſe an entire booke | 3 
It vaſt volume. PF {4 
onh 4 4 it 


r\The Angell that he might be- 
", and ſtrengrhen a belegfe in 
wikry of what he had ſaid cgfifirms 
 2ismiracle with anotherfand tels 

| H 2, her 
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Chriſt, (his Humanity conceale lo 
transfigure his face into a count - 
nance of cternall glory 2 On; 
mountzine. Where did he {hedhi ly 
pureſt bloud , and lay downe lik 
deareſt life as an exPlation foro 
hainous and manifold {1anes? () 
a mountaine. But why thick k& | 
mous A.cs were performed alu 
mountains rather then in yalls n 
Realon hathnot a ſight ſtrong,ahe 
quicke cnough ro diſcover, My: 
this is evident, that God hath oor 
plac'd Aeaven ir ſelfe on the ahi 
fide of us, or under our feet, | h 
over our heads, that we might fa 
re& our looks,and fixe them onll 
etctnall habication, and aſpire T 
entcrthe celeſtiall Canaan; indi 
Our true _countrey , out of willy 
while we live, we leade but agus 
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i i, and a flaviſh life, and are no 
ellwher then unfortunate exiles. And 
neffuely the very fight of ſublime 
nqulces breeds inus high thoughts. 
Ie commonly looke downe on 
ings deſpicable , the eycs of ad- 
(Wuication are bent upward. 
(1 
i The cauſe why ſhe tooke this 
| aluraey,I ſhall endeavour to relate 
ligpbriefly,thar T will ſtrive toayoid 
When long ſyllables. Yer do ſo ma- 
dn pious doctrines, and ufes, flow 
h ifom theſe two Chriſtalline 
e Whrings, that they alone are ſuſh- 
, Ment ro compoſe an entire booke 
It $2 vaſt volume. P 
On (ih 
ref The Angell that he might be- 
nt, and ſtrengrhen a belegfe in 
willy of what he had ſaid cohfirms 
 2M6imiracle with anotherfand tels 
I - H 2, her 
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= herthather Couſen El:zabeth thh 
= Aſo in her old declining age ly 
conceiy'd a ſonne, and that. thkr 
was now the {1xth moneth of hq, 
being quicke. Thelc glad tydinger 
no doubt , delighred much oper 
blcfled Ladies minde, where thy, 
could not ſtay without rendrinfir? 
Wii hit taireencreaſe of fruit, firſt innqir 
WI 0Tf ditation, then in action. Queſtind 
7. 1076 lefle,ſhe no ſooner heard theme 
her ſoul was delivered of a twin 
of vows ; the firſt was, to praljjul 
"A IRR-ELE God, that he our of his beſt plqul 
ki: Bi: ſure, and infinite goodneſlc I, 
"FORT 41 vouchſafed to crowne her coulol 
fruitfull vertue with the bleſſing 
TR ih E! childe, ihe being now in yeatfle 
MARE when deſpaire had chaſed allluphi 
514/91 hopes out of her breaſt , andbme 
rennefle (as the world conceihuſa 
had ical'd up her wombe. Thien 
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at, to give her coulina viſitin 
.tlkr owne Country, and habitati. 
f lay, Having performed the firſt, 
iro cthankeſgiving for her, the un- 
F takes the latter, her journey to 
thr, Nor was ſhe long about ir, 
roy with all ſpeed poſſible ſer for- 
nnd, leſt ſhe might ſeeme nor 
ſl lily to obey the 1ncitation of 
mite holy Ghoſt, or be wanting to 
Frcouſin in any good office ſhee 
prafuld doe her. Neither could the 
plautderation of her owne Maje- 


c l#,of the teeming eſtate the was 


of the diſaſters to which Tra- 
iroflers are ſubjeR, of the uneven- 
eſe of the way,or ofthe * length 
ll ſuphich 2felani2hon affirms to have 
digne twenty Dutch miles) deter 


ell lem, where that Elizabeth dwelt, 


b ther was, all impediments ſee M 


In con- 
cione de 
viſitar, 
Martz. 
* F093 
Naza- 
retn to 
0? 3343 


 Therme Divines but $,Auſtin,and Beda affirms, 
0t TW 2 hcr 


E. | her from undergoing this tedi 


laycs in ſpirituall affaires wertht 
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s 
pilgrimage. And as ſhe readiſo 
undertakes it, ſo ſhe makes haſte 
it. She well underſtood that (ty 


dangerous as relapſes in boli 
diſeaſes. | f. 
Behold here a prodiyit 
Charity that hath no reſpe& ſt 
ſelfe, being onely intentive ont 
good of another. It was chaw 
that withdrew her from her b< 
ved privacry into the publy | 
view, which till then ſhe hadgyio 
ſhun'd. It was Charity thatad") 
wings to her feet, and ati 
her heart againſt all {init 
accidents that could happy 
Tt was Charity that emboldeyſell 
her to goe to her couſin withſto 
any invitation, not being expeqm 
by her, or, happily, by Jof | 
knowne to her, and with r 
0 


— 


digfience of welcome ro enter hex 
adijouſe. It was charity that caus'd 
ſterto tender ſervice there where 
at dtwas due to her ſelfe. It was cha- 
ergy that cheer'd her up, and ſent 
on this congratulating Embal- 

}. Laſtly, it was Charty chat in- 
dated fanRiry it ſelfe encloſed in 
q offs happy Maide to haſten to the 


On cation of the childe in rhe 
hinjwombe of Elzabeth. 
be 


bly Having patiently paſſed the 
deyoubles and annoyances of her 
x«wyage, ſhe with joy.at length ar- 
thlſnves at her couſins habitation, in- 
niffe which ſhe no ſooner puts her 
ppicad, but the reverend Prophe- 
{<rlle(having no other revealer,nor 
tprompter than the holy . Spirit) 
mediately knoweth the Mother 
(ther Lord to be there preſent, 
C0 H 4 anc 
(! 
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& and knowing doth acknowledgſy 


it, and acknowledging doth map 
nifie her pertections, 6 profeſſaiy 
her houſe blefled in being grach 
with her vouchſafing to bein the! 
Shear firſt ſight diſcernes in hajy} 
ſo many, and ſo great conceal 
vertues and myſteries, that a ma|-] 


would judge ſhe had beene pr T 


Aentar the enterview of her, aut 


the Angel]. Nor did ſhe conceal 
theſe her excellencics, but didd{hs 


ſcribe them with ſuch 5kill anfe 


zeale, that Fame was cven prolje 
ro repeat them. Could the domiyuh 
ſticall ſervants thinke you (haviy; 
heard their Miſtreſſe predicatſiy 
her 61vine qualiries, and tranſcey(: 
denr condition) containe thenp 4 
ſelves from divulging a joy wifh. 
a narrow humane boſome is nth 
capacious enough to _—_ 4 


0 rp, 
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f d&Fould they abſtaine from FAT 
wnaſting that a beauteous Whey 1 
ſeÞuide refided then intheir houſe, 
acdhich together with their ſoules 
" there by her glorious _— ne 


a C9 


 Infphtened * 
all q || 
ma}-BurT can no longer with-lold | ; "i 
phy pen from ſetting downe the 8.16 
> utney it iclte, and their mutual | a i 
tations in the' ſame words 3 F | 
Tm ercin the Text commends | 4 
 Wſkem to us. And Mary aroſe in thoſe 14.0 
roles, 47d wert into the hill-Country ko ls 
q th haſte to 4 Cit) of Iuda, and en- = | j © 
vi Minnie banks of Lacharias,aud \UP | 
icfdted Elizabeth. And it came 10 > Y | 
+ ſeas Elizabeth heard the ſalurati- = 16 
mp f Mary, the Babe ſprang in her i} bi 4 
bv h, and Elizabeth was filled with - HR 
5 1Feboly Ghoſt: and ſhe cryed with 4 ; MW 


ined voce, and ſaid. Bleſſed art rhou MI | 


-; i * } 
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= amoneft women, becauſe the frat Þ* 
= thy wombe ts bleſſed. And wh 
commeth this to paſſe that the Mu 
of my Lord ſhould come tome! 
foe #s ſoone as the woyce of thy 
tion ſounded in ww eares, the . | 
rare in my belly for 10y. 4ndbif 
'y 5 ſhee ahas Giev d, for tiff 
things ſhall be performed whichmp® 
told ber from the Lord. Then 
ſaid; My ſoule magnifieth the 1nd | 
and my ſpirit reioycerh in God 
<iour; for he hath reeardedthe lm 
meſſe of his bandmaid; for 
from henceforth all generations 
call me bleſſed. Becauſe he thu 
mighty hath magnified me, and 
& his name. And hu mercy 
generation to generation on themifit 
feare him. Hee hath (hewed firm 
with his arme, he hath ſcatter( 
proud in the imagination þ tr 
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i gurts. He hath put downe the mighty 
im their ſeates, and hath exalted; 
with humble and meecke. He hath filled 


lot bath ſent empty away- He hath 
paMder Iſrael] if We de. 
lnindefnll of his mercy. As he rae! 
dlditen £0 our fathers, to wit, Abra- 
þ gan, aa his ſeed for ever. 


1nd In this ſalutation of El;zaberh, 

ji ſpringing of the Babe in her 
hombe at the ſound of our ſwee- 
tt Ladies voyce requires not on- 
1&9 our obſervation but aſtoniſh- 
4g ſitit. He that was greater than all 
wi Prophets as yet not borne,and 
; (cloſed in the narrow compaſle 
miththe Wombe no ſooner heard 
rae Charming voyce of this hea- 
rufenly Nightingale, bur he leaped 
f ir joy, eſſaying then, and there 
het 
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Harc I as, 
£5 2 
"ever-joyd 
We of fer 

TY = ye, what will 
DK the j 309 of the ( «= 
Iefliall wnhabi- 
faxnts be, when 
they ſhall ſee and 
heare her * Serm. 
x. deaflump. Ma- 
iz. 


. of the divine Grace, | 


wrought 


_ 


to excrciſe the office oft 
Fore-runner of his Maſh 
The aſleveration of fon 
that this was notanc|| 
of the Virgins vertuc, fit 
of the Word _— 
may be admitted 
go00d, if we onely rods 
cye to her Vertue, andere 
clude the aide, and pong 


all Wiſedomes Child 
are by Truth, her (clfeuþ 
formed that many thing, 
are lawfully attributed 
ſecondary Caules, they 
mary and efficient cal i 
not rejedted. And thiswy 
we may impute to Mn 
what worke ſoever Gs. 
with her co-operating te 


either in Fm 
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ar the benefit, and inſtruction of 
ompoore mortals. Neither will any 
"nd, and ſollid judgement artri- 
© iteany thing to the conſpicuous 
nagerits of the V ir2ine Mary, or any 
| kyher Saint , wirhout the concur: 
Vmequce and predication of the di- 
dene Grace', who by thoſe Saints 
one ſerve, and feare him, diſtri- 
*, Mites his gifts, and faveursto Man- 
lode, That ſentence of Chriſt is 
tewway obſcure; He that beleewes in 
ng, bal do the works that I do, and 
tedifuter, By many. examples the 
xpquptures do confirme the com- 
cajing of Saints to any mans dyzel- 
$Wgp to conferre upon him both 
Miyrce and Happinefſſe. Three An- 
. Glscame to Abraham, whom he 
glidfertain'd taking them for pil- 
n #ms, when the Patriarch forth- 
koil with 
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teining of that for which ſolug 
he had offer'd up vows to Gt 
namely a ſonne; his wife and hþt 
being by the courle of nature, uſ# 
the generation of children, iþ 
gaine, two Angels came to lt 
and lodg'd in his houſe at yt 
dome. and ſav'd their hoſt,andly: 
two daughters from being ref 
to cinders with their City, Fu 
viſited wicked' Laban, to whiter 
God granted a ſingular bleſugul 
for that idolater, in ſo muchtia 
he himſclfe confeſled ir, ſaying, 
have learned by experience luc iſ 
hath bleſſed me for thy ſake. Eliugd! 
to expreſle the kindneſle he reap : 
ved atthe hands of his hoſtcfug 
the Shunamite, reſtored her dere 
ſonneto life. The Apoſtles thi 


{clues brought peace, and felidtt 
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eoþall hoſpitable men whoſe dwel- "> i} 
lages they enter'd. And ſhall the ® W 
Gogrivall of Gods owne mother at 
d bþc houſe of Zachary prove onely 
,nſioc , and fruitlefle in bringing 


. \pdivine conſolation to her kin- F 
) Led? Yes ſurely, Elizabeth taſted | 
t We fruit of her all-gladding pre- Vy. 
ndhſace ; for ſhe could not conceale wal 
edfe pleaſure conceived in her v1.6 
[x$ut, but utter'd 1t 1n the beſt M8 
whourds ſhe could.loþn himiclfe alſo 4 i 
efuglhi it, and by his motion gave i; j | 
-hilghat fignes be could ot the con- NY. 
ingFit, and worſhip he recely'd,and | ; f | 
681d. Neither could it otherwiſe T1 
)z$0u the Manſion of Zachary and 1.6 
recÞe adjacent countrey were both S116 
ſſflghted , and ſanctified by the | 1's 
e moneths reſidence of her, Mm 
O bore not about, but in her,the WW | 
#or, and conſummatour of all Wi 
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_ _— joy, queſtionleſle,whe 
= beyondimagination great, intler, 
they had never before ſcene Gabg 
gifrs, and graces paſſing througt) 
{0 pure an organ of his Spirit, je 
the aged Propheteſſe her {ue 
doubtlefle was in a holy delitingtt 
Tranceat the very firſt ſteppelipu 
made over her threſhold, an 
thought her houſe, but halfeblquy 
till the other foot was in, Thifto 
murcuall ſalutation ſurely waslogn 
and ſubmiſſive, which I cannfde 
better exprefle then by the ſupyyus, 
ſition of the encounter of mpily 
ſhades ſoftly creeping ore the tis 
ofthe carth. The Evangeliſt d 

vereth onely the Compendiunſyj7; 
their conference, which couldthhd; 
be but as long as ſcrious. Th 

treated ſurely of deepe miracullp! 
Myſteries, as of the incarnationÞmo: 
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we Word, of the perſecution of ** 
thr, and Gods onely Sonne, as al> ® 
Gaof his paſhon, and the ſalvation 
ouytMankinde. And here it will nei- 


g 
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. cr be a thing impious nor imper- | 
kgnent (binding our ſelues ſtrictly th 
tiahthe ſubſtance of their ſhort dil. S F'v% 
elQurſe) to ayme at the amplifica- Ve. 
 anthereof, by which happily it ml. 
buy come to paſle that the ſuppo- my 
Thifion of what they might ſay may 2: We 
logmneto a Truth of what they ſaid 4+ 
anaideed. This then, or like to this $ if \ 
upſſs, or might be the ſpeech of the AY. 
 taily Matron to the more holy if, 
elFroin. Ty 7 
== || 
un\What looks ſhall T put on 2 What 81 $1 
lth: ſhall I aſſure, what entertain- ii b 4 
Tar ſhall 7 finde ont, O Princely Vir- ps 
cup! to give thee a welcome anſwera- 'F 'F| 
100Fto thy merits who art Superionr, to w 
| 7 the 1 fl 
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= the Saints in Heaven, and the priy|, 
_ glory of th y Sex 08 E arth* I am why þ 


fidey every way thy Excellency, 
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ly transformed into ſhame when ml i 
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my unworthineſſe. Alas! what ith 
in miſerable me that ſhould invittty 
mother of my Lord to aff ord me un 
fit, who am the meaneſt of his Ci 
tures? What equality is here Ti 
who art full of Grace, comeſt tum 
woid of it : Thou who art famm 
thy Fertilitie to me who have bem 
long time infamous for my Bam 
neſſe. Thy Charity and Hynil 
made thee forget thy ſublime and! 
low eſtate, and condutfed thee i 
poore Cottage no way fit to re 
thee. Moſt of thy Sexe having attl 
ed to thy ſupreame condition (1 
ard'ſt concerve and nogriſh the C1 
tour and Redeemer of the world w 
that thy cleareſt bloud of which be 
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rn — I 
trim made ) would have advanced ti © "uE 
whil leads above Mortality, and diſdain- 
1 ml ing af inferiour Converſation would 
j, all have demanded as their due, to be aſ- 
s tha ſumed into the imperiall Heaven. But 
ited # thee, one heat hath expelled ano- 
ani] ther, the flames of thy zeale have ut- 
Cul terly conſumed thoſe of thy Pride (if 10--BY 
Tm any thou ever had” ſt) and thou art. (0 | 
Wl fre from wauntime; that thou by all mM 
manes ſeekeft to conceale that daintic 184 
Wl Fruit of which all Pofterity ſhall taſte, 
in| aanever be ſatisfied, aud for which 
| «Generations ſhall call thee bleſſed. 
| But from others thou mayſt hide it, 
to M1 fom me thor canſt not , to whom the 
el Spirit hath reveal” d it, and the ſprin- 
Han ging of the Childe in my wombe hath _ 7: ' 
(Mrftified it ; and if the Children of 1ſ- 0-5 
' Grdlraef ſhould be ſo dull, and unhappy, as {i al j 
Z wil 107 to apprehend it, God would grue Fi 
the ſtones an articulate woyce to pro- j ; 
mA #'% claime [7 
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Eclatmeit. The Lord of mee, andull— 


things elſe, hath firmely ſeated him 
== Je in - : dehaf 4 thee forhil® 
” mother, tothe end that the ſeed of A 
braham may breake the headf th - 
Serpent , and the Soune of David | 
brine reliefe to his forlorne and A 
ſtreſſed Church , ſtreightly beſeigy A 
by the Prince of Darkneſſe,and hisn.| | 
fernall Troepes. True it is, 1 am aboy| 
thee in yeares, but in deſert infinitt 4 
below thee and therfore ought to haw| | 
prevented this thy painfull journtyly . 
comming firſt to thee to congratulatt 
thy happrneſſe,and not onely in thebe- 
halfe of my ſelfe , my kindred, anlſ 
Nation, but 1 the name of Gods ſe- | 
lefted people to tender thee moſt hum-|, 
ble though not condigne thanks far ſo}; 
readily aſſenting to beare,brine forth, | 
and educate their Soveraigne Lond 
and Redeemer. But thou havine git- 
ten 


I 


wh beds re - al 4- 
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flame to me ere 7 could ſet forwards: 
' 4 [nards thee, and now thou art here, 
. þ Iepine at nothing more than at m 
viahtabiliry to ſerve thee. Thou who 
. [nriteff to have the earth, the 
oy uter, and the ayre ranſack't to 
S. luſe thy pallat, ſhall have no- 
bw we here but the ſimple viands of 
* laure prepared by as ſemple an Art. 
Ku truſt me,what ever is here i truc- 
\} | thine owne, and my ſelfe to boot. 
[ l willing heart to waite 03 thee, 
rw ud obey all thy Commands, ſhall 
"” wly all other defetts. Such is my 
ire to attend, and pleaſe thee that 
e but ſrenifie thy pleaſure by the 
uf becke or od, and theu ſhalt ſee 
nimbly I will beſtirre theſe aged 
mmes , and place before thine eyes 
plaine and evident converſion of 
potency into Ability. 1 ſhall wo; 
Fo” thinke 
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in 1th tart of me in goodneſſe, ard : 
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E” thinke any paines my weakeneſſe tn 


L he 
, * 


hf __ ; 
4 cedure too great ,nor any coft my pirſt 


& - 
4-5 , 


fore 1 earneſtly beſcech thee to 
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car compaſſe too aeare for thee. Wh: 


ef 
me,and my houſe with thy long 

and let not onr courſe and flender fin 
make thee haſten my death in thy ſul 
den returne. O my brighteſt Stan! 
envy me not thy comfortable ſhin, 
bat let me Liveinit tiff T exchanni 
for a briehter in Heaven. The tujt 
of wy Pilgrimage are even now at 
eud; O lcave me not then, whoanth 
Staffe and Solace of mine Age\ mt 
ftay the arrivall of vi Laft mint 
and with thy faireſt hands fn 
theſe my dimme eyes. So ſhall Ih 
farewell to this world nth contin. 
and enter the other with glory. Th 
my [weeteſt Princeſſe who haſt wveri. 
ed the Prophecy of Eſay ,aud being i 
unſpotted Firgin, dof} — al 
hin 
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» tn [ fort h tothe world our E mans rt 
il; grawt this my firft,and moſt hum.” 8 
phyſt Box dane ber of Als 
lerequeſt. O thou daughter of Abra. ** 


Det: j 
» ;[14m: who haſt (i urpaſſed thy Fathers i 
i mth in belceving things which pl 
: fin (eme more zmpoſsible to humane | | 
ful tuſon- if in this rude ſpeech of mine M 
ant [have over-talked my ſelfe,or under. " \ j 
his juters thee, impute it to my declining # " s 
vr (ad doting yeares, and grant me thy vl | 
tor don. Thus I end, but not without WR 
4 ding to thoſe Thave already given "> | 
4, [iMt, 4 Myriade of Welcomes, and a & i 
| [#107 of Aves mire. Af 
Pit | 0M 
ol The vertuous Maid undoubted- 1 8: 
7 # was not here mute, but devided 4 Pf 
am[r ſpeech betweene God and her it | 
yLoulin. She direted (with T 8 | 
rifjnow not whether greatcr Piety, jt b | 
of Prudency)her praiſe to the for- v4 
gacr ere ſhe would vouchſate to Mb # 
| I 4 moke Yo 1 
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Emake a reply to the latter. Anas: 
© {wer without all peradventurehe 10 
= humanity afforded her, and tothig{; 
2 purpoſe for ought we knoyfy' 
might it be, | ' 4 


« Deareſt Couſin, your own wiſe) 
«© dome will plead my excuſe, i 
<«« that I rendred him laud to whonfy 
< it belongs, ere I accepted of itmyy 
<« ſ{elfe to whom it 1s not due. Yaſ( 
* magnife me, and I my Creator 
* Your facred iſſue moved withd:. 
* light at the ſound of my hath 
** yoyce, and my ſpir.t rejoycethu; 
** the Mercy of my ſweeteſt Sai 
** our. Youglve me attributes mort} 
** proper to my Maker thanto me 
*not unlike thoſe Heathen whd| 


** ges of their Gods,and faſtenthe 
**tothe ſhoulders of their Prince 


Sta- 
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ar{Sratues. Your -commendations ie 
 heqzour ſelfe better than me, and re- "i 


tifkmble thoſe reſplendent rayes 
Wnfyhich returne into the radiant bo- 
Jy that ſent them forth. Ina 
'yord, yon have ſubſcribed my 
AlſName to your owne Character. 
, tifThe humbling and undervaluing 
tonſofyour ſelf isa ſtrong argumentof 
t my jour vertue ; for®. in a field of 
YafCorne we ſce the empty cares to 
ator.Thold up their heads, the fullerto 
1d&-fhang them downe. I am inmy 
narh ring, you in your Autumne; I 
thin woduce the Bloſſome, but you 
Yaſheare the fruit. What the moſt 
no nenetrating Eye can difſcerne in 
Mme, the moſt partiall Tongue will 
wh call a ſuperficiall ornament, bur 
ImzJthe dimmeſt ſight may ſoone diſ- 
the cover that 1n you, which the moſt 


IC9derrafting Penne muſt be forced 
St to 


event - | >" OH eg" > Fr ch Te, 


ET be Femall Glory,or, | , 


to ſtyle cſſentiall worth, Thus dþ 
@<nificd, give me leave totell yo 
=. << ſweeteſt Couſin, that you offy 
= < mean affront together with yah 
« ſervice. A ſeemely ſight it wa 
« ſurely to behold decrepit agewd 
« ting on active youth, wiledenj 
« on vanity; a venerable Matrongi 
« a fimple Girle. The ſcopeof nj 
« journey is te, attend you, tolethe 
<<. you my ſtrength, now your on9u 
« failes you, and to ſerve ft 
<« through all the offices of yoſz 
«« Hand-maid. Doe but intimify 
<& your will by the leaſt ſigne, aff 
<* you ſhall ſee me flye to perfomph 
«ir. Your Invention cannot 
<« viſe any thing ſo impoſlibh 
« which my will (ambitious I{ 
*< pleaſe you) will not judge mn 
« eaſie to be executed. Whetdy 
*© you intreat me to ſtay long vr 
yo 
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Us U ,m,you tranſoreſſe the Lawes'© 


s 


l yoicndſhip in petitioning "her 
u offhora you may juſtly and bold- 


w AE £m 
* 4 6 T; » 
EW 


1 jy command. A thing ſtrangeto 
| We it 1s; that you ſhould thinke 
Me fo ſtupid and ſenceleſle, as 
edonlat I ſhould need an invitation to 
rofe made truely happy. Before I 
of nſ{d the honour to [ee you, I envi- 
oltfithoſe that enjoyed yaur ſweet 
'OMFnd divine converſation, and 
* Miought they enricht themſelves 
' JMfxicth my loſſe; wherefore a ſtaffe 
timafro bear me hence 1s more requi- 
c Mite, than Oratory to keepe mee 
fomfhere, Eyer ſince the bleſſed An- 
t vel] imparted to me the newes of 
{your being fruitfull, my deſire to 
We you hath beene reitlefle, and 
' Mfrext ro God TI have onely medita- 
nete ted you and YOur goodnefle. ®, 
 Vimy beſt Couſin! whole fervent 
ya and 
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EB 2nd devout prayers obtainey# 
BZ rics, whoſc Faſts abundance, of 
= < with me in thankeſgivingto( 
= <« forthe grace which I ſhall 
« be able to conceive, muchleſef 
<« exprefle or deſerve. Himmitf® 
* my heart and with all myſai fl 
« invoke, that bleſſings may &" 
< upon you before, and aboyep® 
* wiſhes, and that you maj 6 
< long live to his glory, and " 
© Comfort. » 
Had their three months dene* 
nourcach to other, togetheri # 
their godly diſcourſe, and pin 7 
practiſe of it, beene penn'd topt,” 
ſterity (had all other Bookesbtq, 
burnt ſave that and the Bible) th, 
Femal] ſexe in theſe two ſhall. 
have found matter ample enou: 
20 Exerciſe both their Meditai" 
a 
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£þ Celebration of a ſolemne 
4+. And the Councell of Baſil 
v;*nat authoritic in other things 
, $0w not certainly in this one 
} cular very commendable) 
© decreed the ſolemnization of 
1 —_— day in theſe verie 

} F, 

Bleſſed Virgin being inſtructed 
met" celeſtiall Meſſenger , and con- 
mtv) the Holy Ghoſt,aſcended in 

the mountanons Countrey , and 


iy the humble houſe of Lachary. 


hed12 $US who was in her wombe, 
taſte to bleſſe Tohin as-yet in his 
Mops Belly. And the moſt glorious 
qu” Viſet:ng her Conſe Eliza- 
I,nas pleaſing to her both in her 


fate 
k loving 
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ation. Sure I am the Romiſh® 5 
ch, as in an honourable me." $a 
(pal of this rheir Charitable Conele8 
whlunter, hath ordained the Ag. «fem: 
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Ry iv vine viſitation , and fruitful " 
REE* H8quic. The Conſideration of thu, 

R _ ce ing My ftcry on ght t0 aclight " 
— mindes of the Faithfull, where in 


two glorious Mothers (who bore a 
them the comencement and uithy 
pliſhment of our Salvation) did ſifh 1 
wuliarly communicate their jojts, tk 
wherein the moſt excellent Vin, 
Mary of the Houſe of David, an F 
lizabeth the moſt venerable ami, 
the Daughters of Aaron diſirk 
zogether. The firſt of theſe hadiny, 
ſed in her wombe the Creatin &, 
Redeemer of its all,the Latter his yy, 
runner. Theſe Saints being matt, 
thers by a Miracle conferr d tort, 
of the Divine benefits they had thi, 
ved. The meeting of this worthy; 
was moſt happie, and illuſtrated hy, 
great, and glorious teſtimonies 0 \, - 
divine Grace. The one conceivthy,. 


( 


A 


"Angell. Tohn as yet impriſoned in 
Auohers wombe doth worſhip his 
{borne to him in Maries Belly; 
[Elizabeth fil'd with the Holy 
"Tif doth congratulate the Conceprz- 
Ii the Sonne of God, and the Sawi.- 
"y if Mankinde , and prophecying 
"Sls her Couſen bleſſed in belce- 
"Wir, ad conterplating the myſte- 
L mevealed to her. On the other fide 
f Yay full of unutterable joy, layed up 
Fl eſe ſayzngs 178 her heart , which 
ie Ire ſhe had heavd from the Angel, 
S"WUnow from Elizabeth, and breaks 
I in Song of Thankſgiving to 
JELord. Who can ſufficiently praiſe 
4 Nprat Myſteries * Who can declare 
Of jojes tothe full: Tohn not yer 
Wm rejoycerh, Elizabeth #& delight- 


el 
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I peration of the holy Spirit: the 

"hr by Myracle in her old Age, and ** 

h rate? d..3 - 7" 
vitheir 1ſſues foretold by the celefi- - 
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them the comencement and uu 

pliſhment of our Salvation) did ſy; 
wiliarly communicate their joyes,q f 
wherein the moſt excellent Vin; 
Mary of the Houſe of David, af, 
lizabeth the moſt venerable ann; 
the Daughters of Aaron diſawly 
zogether. The firſt of theſe hatin, 
ſed in her wombe the Creatun kn 
Redeemer of 145 all the Latter his Fay 
runner. Theſe Saints being matt Ih, 
thers by a Miracle conferr d tory, 
of the Divine benefits they haitth;, 
ved. The meeting of this worthy} 
was moſt happie, and illuſtrated th, 
great, and glorious teſtimonies if, 
divine Grace. The one conceivty,, 


== 


4 x M W go 
- = 5: AY _ arr YA _ 
= 4 _————_—_ 
—— Pats =. on” 5 - = <4 CEE = _— _ __ _ — — _ ——— 
EIS 0 ——Y - 4 
- A il. : 
a—— 2 -— b 
o = Fae ne” 4 £ " 
- - 
ns tn 
2% tint. ©, * ow 
4 _— 
"ww 2 SAL FR 
14000 4 
- "5 3 ns 
co Ld 
a * 2 8 
” ©. *© 
+=" 
ba - " 
+124 bs 
) 2 
- + 
bY p ty 
x 1 PI 
Pas Ws 
7 "FM 9” 
24 .> 


—— p — 
_ "FD _ 
— 


v 
E 
' 
# 
4 1 
- 
4 
1 
| i 
: 
j 
F 
'T! : 
4 
LN 5 
wy 
Wh 
{Hf 
ſi > 
F 
1} o 
4 
47: 
Tis 
& * 
| 
$: 


[i 
: 
q 
b 
1 
t4 


—_—_ ——_— 
o - 
2 SES XUE 


w_ FE en coin LA 
Don EIFES CE 
noe gs” Th 
os 
- - 
- - 
0 Þ 2. mt 


—_— — 


*- 
I 


Sys 
a EF 


The life of che Virgin MARY 
+ LES 
© 


Vw eration of the holy Spirit,. | he 
#Br by Myracle in her old Age, and. 
Þ irheir 1ſſues foretold by the celeffi- 


"ingell. Tohn as yet impriſoned in 
 uothers wombe doth worſhip his 
i i{borne to him in Marics Belly; 
[IM Elizabeth fil'd with the Holy 
"Unf 40h congratulate the Concept? 
Fin fthe Sonne of God, and the Saw- 
"yy if Mankinde , and prophecyine 
"gres her Couſer bleſſed mn belee- 
hr, and contemplating the myſte- 
AMkrevealed to her. On the other ſide 
Yay full of unutterable joy, layed up 
5 Fi theſe ſayzngs in her heart , which 
4 Nie ſhe had heayd from the Angel, 
nw from Elizabeth, and breaks 
iM;uo Song of Thankſgiving to 
Lord. Who can ſafficiently praiſe 


41 peat Myſteries * Who can declare 
5of ſe joyes tothe full * Tohn not yet 
me rejoy cerh, Elizabeth & delight- 
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*@& with the arrival of the Vin 
= Mary zs extreamely pleaſed in | \\ 
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Myſteries, the Saviour of the worſe 
acknowledged by his Fore-runm, FA 
enely the Angels , but Heaven al 
Earth reſent the pleaſure, anithÞs 
whole Trinitie is glorified with wpil 
praiſes. Wherefore the greatneſe 
theſe joyes is to be extolled with thy0 


ciall commendations , and with jfi! 


gular ſolemnities to be celebrated, alf* 


the Lord in the wombe , the Vindfd 
that beares him , the barren thitun 
ceives, and the Fore-runner thi Ins 


ſanitified ought to be preſented nid 


all imaginable praiſes and honons. » 
[t 

With this pious and gratef at 
ordinance of the Church I cou 
clude the viſitation of our incona 
parable Lady,and now proceed 
her Deliverte. mM 
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jocrnaturall Praductions, the one 
” {dam the other of Eve, the laſt 
1 alfChr1ſt , which as moſt miracu- 
{bus we are now to treat of. Here 
; wiahis Nativitie, as before in his 
fe gonceptz072 , let us turne Inquiſition 
ego thanksgiving , and with one 
j ſpirit and voyce {ing aloud, The 
| aljwe which the Builders refuſed is the 
mud of the corzzer. This was the Lords 
tanine,and it is marvellous 113 08Y eyes. 
ut [ins is the day mbich the Lord hath 
niÞpude, let ws rejoyce, and be glad in it. 
7. [ſkis 15 our wedding-day, wherein 

the Sonne we are joyned tothe 
cfiffather. This is the day of the new 
common, wherein he who 1s God re- 
onfaineth the fame that he was, yet 
«jor our ſakes is borne, and made 
mat he was not ; wherein he that 
W K vas 
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1 | Wercade in holy Writ of three" 
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E-3 made preſent to us by a Body 
&-- that what God hath by Naty, 


We 
£ » 


FI Þ: Femall Glory, or, 


as every where without a Body boy 


men might receive by Grace, Th; 
is agreat, a joyfull, a fortunate, ” 
defired day, the end of the Lay], 
the end of the Prophets, the begin Wi 
ning of the Goſpell , nay the (6p; 
ſpell it ſelte. This is a day of Star, 
uſher'd by the Angels , followt|y,. 
by the Apoſtles. Let our Minds|\, 
removethe diſtance of Time a| 
place, and dwell a while with on 
all-holy-Lord and blefled Lady|j, 
leſt we looſe the pleaſure of thi}, 
day, the leaſt Accident whereof; 
Myſterious. What a brave aſlen-|y, 
bly of Viſitants of all Condition; 
reſorted this day to this plactyy, 
which then might rightly be call}, 
ed the Randeyous of the Saints! 
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wg his birth. Do you deſire to be- 
told the married « Here you have 
»Uruchary and Elizabeth. The un- 
"Jnarried © Here you have Symeon. 
;Myiddows 2 Here you have Anza. 
Neſt Here againe you have Za- 
2 boy, Wiſe men? Here you have 
7c here the Shepheards. But 
tre 1s to be noted, that theſe kee- 
xs of Beaſts heare the voyce of 
te Angels before any of the 0- 
tl her; firſt receive the Goſpell, and 
UB divulge it. And in this rhey 
ya ire more happic then Auguſts 
athide a firme Peace by Sea and 
cal land, and had now the third time 
'54\hut up the Temple of arms) yer 
© gs he ignorant of the bleſſed 
On K 2 Peace 


F\bove men , but below him whe "oy 
ly jorne © Behold the Angels ſing- _ 


tem from the Eaſt. Ideots? You - 


limſelfe , who ( though he had 


oe. 
44h 
LS 

IgG - 
Ea] 

1+.” on —_— 


————_ 


BT be FemallGlory,or, 


Th 


Bice concluded on betwixt Go{ſb! 
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| F* 23nd Man.O how much ſometing* 
1 | Ignorance avails in Divine mi 
Wo ters! Kings, Potentates, the Rule! 
| 3 of the Earth, and the wiſe of thx? 
Fi world are afleepe while Chriſti # 
Wh Ii. borne.” Theſe moſt {1mple of Mor ir 
Wil lhy tals, and innocent as the creaturs it 
$34 Bk they tend, watch all night, and 1 
M11 81 therefore are firſt made partake 0k 
"AN of theſe joytall news. As the lo 
Bll owne wooll nor yet dipt in ay - 
wid dye readily drinks in any colou Mt 
Whey they pleaſe to beſtow on it: So? { 


their minds voyd of all humane 
wiledome , greedily fuckt in thi 
Divine; Faith is the Compendius " 
of Salvation , and humane knoy- 
ledge of times the obſtacle «| 
Faith. Ar//otle having confinedto } 
Heaven, the Maker , and Moover 
of it, would never have w_ 
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ootsbirth here below. Plazs woll 
we derided this miraculous rela **® 
in, who the more he attributed © 
yGod, the leflſe would he have 
+|apected his ſo humble comming 
{x00 the world. Neither would 
[tx Stoicks who held God to be a 
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or | | 
ng [e, nor Hipocrates who thought 1 
x{[\mto be a warm'th, ever have 1A 
«;[10k'r for him clad in fleſh and "| 


bud. Wherefore they are here 
&#ted witneſſes of this ſtrange 
nth, whoſe Science was of abilt. 
o,[\ ſtrongly to beleeve, not wittily 
odiſpute. O what profictents in 
teach did theſe ruſticall Swaines 
Move ina moment ! What a pro- 
[ound ſecret is imparted to them? 
ll us examine the verity of this 
y that infallible Touch-ſtone,the 
ext. And there werein the ſameConn- 
dl, Shepheards abiding in the field, 
A 


uh. 
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Kepine watch by night becauſt thei 
Phe Pack aud <br ar; thaw! 
i” Lord came upon them, andthe gln\yge 
of the Lord ſhone about them, ay ufe 
they were ſore afraid. Then the ty.jſe 
gell ſaid unto them, Be not afrik;mut 
for behold T bring you tidings of gu, tþ 
joy that ſhall be to all the people : Thi y1 
4s, that unto you # borne this dy 
Saviour which s Chriſt the Ini y 
And this ſhall be a ſigne unto you; yung 
ſhall finde the Childe ſwadled wl\ | 
layd in aCratch. And ſtraight wigy 
os was with the Angell a multitut| 6 
of heavenly Souldiers, prayſung 60 [nf 
and ſaying; Glory be to God in th\ 7 
high Heaven, and Peace on Eath, 
and towards men good will. Andi) » 
came to paſſe that when the Angi 
were gone away from thence ml. 
Heaven, that the Shepheards ſail, 
one to another; Let us goe then - I, 
Betts 


mS—— 
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/e ifthlem, and ſee this thing that i 
f thime to paſſe, which the Lord hatch *® 


ed unto ws ; ſo they came with ® 
aMlufe, 47d found both Mary and 
4%\oſeph with the Babe layd in the 
«Glruch. And when they had ſcene 
,they publiſht abroad the thing that 
1 told them of that Childc. 


| Here three things eſpecially are 

\rmarkable : 

4] Firſt, their forwardneſſe in be- 

Jjieving : 

i Secondly, the ſpeed they made 

6 loſee what they had believed,and 

\ Thirdly, to publiſh what they 

[lad ſeene. 

Thar they quickl y believed, ap- 

[fares by the haſte they madeto 

"Ile, They no ſooner ſaw him, but 
they found him to bethe King of 
raell indeed, yet withall to be a 

| K 4 Shep- 


; The Femal Glory, or, (hel 


FShepheard. They inſtantly di 
F cerne this to be the Shephead|ſhe 
who was tolay downe his life fol : 
his flocke. The Prince of all Shexlyd 1 
heards whoſe ſheepe-fold is thſftis 
world : The Shepheard that wxþwe 
to ſeperate the Goates from thkne 
Sheepe. They diſcover'd this nþon 
be the 1immaculite Lambe thajt ] 
was to take away the ſinnes ofthefides 
world. They diſclos'd this Landſ{hi 
to be the greateſt Lyon of thei 
Tribe of Inudah. Whom now theyſ 0 
looke on in the Cratch, Saint 1nhuks 
ſhall hereafter bchold on hi 
Throne. Theſe men in whonþit 
there was no guile as they couldpen 
not deceive others, ſo they could 
z0t 11 this be deceiy'd. They neeÞ | 
ded not ſuſpe@ any fallacy, andfa 
therefore might ſafely relate thishas 
divine wonder to all they met. [nf 
The 
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al. | 
ſhe ſecond witneſſes of this Mi- 
lorfle are the Wiſe men. After 
id had laid open the Treaſure 
lefhis divine ſecrets to Idiots, he 
es themallſo tothe wiſe. Tt 
es the Earth at this time was 
ohcome the Booke of Gods grea - 
ft Myſteries, and Heaven the 
lefpdex. In this they finde the Star 
wſithis King of the Tewes, which 
lefuving beene before the decla- 
r of his Nativity) they now 
uke their guidein their journey. 
sſhe Starre performing this duty 
its Creator, at length brings. 
Im to Bethlem, where they view 
[dim in the Crateh, whoſe Nartivi- 
© before they had found 1n the 
dfeavens. To him they doe Ho- 
Sage, tender adoration, and pay 
[nbute, and opening their Trea- 
he {ures, 


ſhe life of the Virgin Mar hs. 
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F” Fires, make him an oblation ##þ 
5 Gold, Incenſe, and Mirty. 
Whom before they had inyi - 
ſought in the Heavens, they n jo 
finde on theearth, and in theny # 
ſorded part of it, a Stable, full jo 
ſeverall Rinkes ; ; where he (t n 
whom none are worthy to be{ 

vants) had two dull Beaſts fork! o 
Companions. " 


Returne now you Sonnes of oh 
dome to your owne home, by mu 
more learned, by more than mt. , 
more happy than when you ſet 
Heaven is now ſet oper to you, wh j 
before your unbeliefe kept ſhut aqai 1 

you. Tf you be Chaldeans: or ., 
f; ans, or both, ſþreade thro. 
thoſe Nations the fame of that wha: 
you have ſeene. Publiſh in all plu, : 

this the ereateſt myſtery of , 
whil 
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nb God 75 onely able to produce, 
mhy faith cam apprehend. Of all 
duures 10 man onely belongs the 
nh of Reaſon, by therule whereof he 
ſures all things. But doc not you 
11 $0, Icſt you fall not onely into an 
«(i rable, but a damnable errouy. 
a{, flow you the inſtruttion of Faith, 
{#1 where ere you come with a hol 
jde, proclaime that God is manife. 
win the fleſh, juſtifiedin the Spirit, 
oi" by Angels, reveal'd to Shep- 
wwds, found out and ador'd by you 
mls ſelves, and hereafter to be af. 
\ "4, 4714 to ſit inglory farre above 
ſe ftarres you daily read. Goe, and 
wlſu! out that there is nothing greater 
"| Heawen,than what you have found 
2 aStable, Tet ere you depart, con. 
rhpnce the ſtiffe-necked Tewes of their 
Lf), Ent groſſe erronr, in diligently 
king to know God in that part 
wherein 
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= * The lews when 


ever it liphte- 
meth, ſet open 
their windowes : 
for they hold their 
Saviour 
come in lighte- 
ing. On thys 


reade Buxdorfi- 
us, 


ſpall - 


wherein he will lye hid, &&, 
in taking #0 notice of hin 
that part wherein he mij 
be knowne : in lookingfyl, 
Saviour from * Heaven,nhn 
is already borne 0n un, 
Yet now I conſider their # 
wacy better, I wiſh jul 
ſpare your here fruitleſe &h,; 
wiſe for the cares of ih, 
wicked generation ts ſine. 
their hearts obdurate, « 

they are «s fully reſolouy, 
goe on mn their wickedniſt f,. 
you 7H your Journey. 


"Tk 
let 


Having proved his N 
uviry by theſc holy Telq, 
tors, let us now enter 0 1 
ſelves, and view this pref, 
ty one in his narrow loaf 
ing,lay our ſelves po X 


- 
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1a, "re him, worthip him, and re- 
xc our ſelues with the lovely 

* ect. And that our delight may 
/mkhe greater, let us firſt behold 
4m, and his ſweeteſt Mother a 
and then both together. But 
T#fts here ſhut out the Phariſees, 
J*4{ barre them the ſight of this 
ſe kwenly Infant, who urge the 
ft w,and reje& him the Author 
Fi. Let us exclude the Arrians, 
» Fiodeny his cocqualitie with the 
ther, and the Sabellians who 

ſe found the Trinitie , of which 
tis diſtinctly one , and hold that 
Fre is in it one Eflence ,, and one 
Fon: and the Samoſarenians, 
"Ito derogate from his Nature, 
id ayouch the Word (which tru- 
"Fheis) to be no other thena va- 


dt 


Ahing ſound. Nor let us onely 


. Pe OUL theſe, but the whole 
{warme 


TY 
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3.4 


" 


ſwarme alſo of Atheiſts, andFylv0! 
reticks. Let the Philoſophers E 
ſtay without, who not ſo impicygſous 
yet more ignorant, cannot diyequit! 
rhe bottome of this Myſtery, but 
toall thoſe who are honour( Þo! 
the aflumption and profeſſion qt 
his glorious Name a free acceſſeÞi 
granted. Enter then you lit. 
flock, you few, whom his Fattqpt« 
hath beſtowed on him , and {Fs 
him , who when he gavethe la, 
appeared in Fire, now he off 
Grace inyolv'd in Hay. Yet intly, 
dejeted poſture , in this courſ 
manner while helay, he wanteqQ« 
not a whole Army of Angelic 
{pirits that declar'd his Birth i 
Men, and they who had beforfi 
chanted his praiſes as he fate i 

Glory,now he his goodneſlelyj/ 
ing in the Cratch. Though he hay 


{afoomely roofe over his head, 
r3"þ Eaſt obſerves his approach. 
iogough the poverty of his Hu- 
ivequitie obſcares his Deity , the 
. Arres 1n Heaven make it known. 
7d $old him who came humble to 
n humble, for the humble, and 
{this humility is above all ſubli- 
lnfy. Reverently and intentively 
at$kon him who deſcended from 
{ (wen to Earth, who came to 
Laſh, into you, who 1s borne in the 
fit, borne in the midſt of Win- 
thy,and borne (after the wretch- 
urſſlumane condition) naked, and 
nteſne offer him aſhſtance. Swad- 
icy clothes are wanting , ſome 
h e&pes axe found out, a Cradle is 
fo ling, a Manger is at hand. 
ell 
[|Here he cryes to you , and holds ', 
E 


afjrerty hands to Heaven, which 
cals 
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The Femail Glory,or, | 
cals to witweſſe that he can hunk 
himſelfc no lower. Can you vie 
humble, this mercifull ſpectacle, 
not weepe your ſelues into marble! 
ſpeedily put on ſackcloth! , beſprindy 
your ſelues with Aſhes, kneele tink 
zn the duſt and duns under theugy 
ger where your Lord lyes , knick\let 
ſelues oz the boſomes, fetch ſigh 
erones from the bottom of your heang 
repay him the teares he lent you uh 
by your ſad geſture and deporimas 
demonſtrate how much you are bu 
to him who ſuffered for you evening 
Birth. | 


Having ſcene the Sonne, oh 
ſtedfaſtly place your eyes upd 
the Mother. Behold the unpollh, 
red Mayd(a great part of the wolly 
der) fitting neare the Manger, bt 
ing voyd ofall luſt, chaſt in Sly 
at 
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1ngd Body , who doth now con: ® 
ſc that of which ſhe is not capa»  * 
,, without a miracle, to wit, that 
::&is a Mother, and with fixed 
Mites —__— joy, now ad- 
umgition, ſees her ſelfe wedded to 
Uryen. She beholds her ſelfe 2 
{ther deliver'd of her Parent, a 


-#ndmaid of her King , and Ma- [0 
*uS, She to her aſtoniſhment finds v1 
 &t the hath brought forth an A is 
"Sie more mighty then David, 6 
re ancient then Adam. And now 2 i 4 
"S&fecles the tender , and ardent Wi. 
{:tion of a Mother, but the old W 1 
we ſhe hath borne her virginity fi 
"VFics itan allay.Herethe Mother, | 
1% Midwife, and the Nurſe are Wo | 
dike and the ſame, leſt any thing q F | 
"OMe pure ſhould handle him then i\W 3 | 
b "ll 
 "* who brought him forth. And [8 |} 
2" ſhe nurſeth this Heavenly in- 48 Bi 
al "= fant 


Tre 
 - * 
+ + 4 A ER 


© © LOR ws 7 
- fant. with her pure milke , whid 
= flows from-no mortall luſt, by 
” from the.Celeſtiall Grace, K$ 
breaſts white:as their owne mill 
prefled by her delicate fingers, 
white as either, he ſoftly pats, aq" 
playes with. Sometimes he rf 
paires to them for ſport, fond! 
times for neceſſity , and he wh" 
feeds all things elſe draws then 
his nouriſhment. He caſtethuf 
now one eye, now the other, anf” 
with a pleaſing looke gives her 4 
{weet ſmil=; not unlike to th b 
which Zephirzs imprints on th 
checke of the Roſe. She retumf! 
| him another, and her infinite, bſ* 
ZA chaſte, affection ſhe divides be p 
tweene her Sonne, and.hes vir,” 
nity. And now: herextafie being 
little oyer, ſhecals to:minde thi 


ihe hath often read her owne ſtoq ; 
for 
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Be in ſhould brine forth 4 Sonne. 
ul 
s, oh 0 fy farre hence you Monſters 


ng", who carr # leprous | ſoules FL 
« rolied bod;es., and have not one ver- 


"me reſcue You from the Leg:0 of 


wh(!1ces. Depart hence you who arc 
enc#!9 Lr:ſt, whoſe fetters you have 
h oo log, that they have made 4 
an mpreſion in your mindes You 
herſlwve ſpent your time in the 
hÞafter alluring dreſſes, and in 
\ oh” dull, ance Fat have 10 en- 
an Verc. You who have received 
light one warme Ma ſculine 
« haſpall here be exclu ed, Nay you 
FR haye had onely one unchaſte 
in , ſhall not here be admitted, 
\ t1d" being prepared by a c eanſing 
Rar] Repertarice.T his 1s the lodging 
Gly , into which nothing muſt 

£ 2 come 


 fulife of the Virgin Many. 1 
ptold by the Prophets, That 4 
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be come that  uncleane. But your a 
8 chaſte eyes have never ſent wt 
a full beames , nor recetved theft 
whoſe Boſomes have beene of of* 
againſt the fierce aſſaults and} i 
ries of Temptation , you art ſi 4 
from being forbidden ts com 
that you are earneſtly invited hi hy 
Tou who have live jo q 
riſts , whoſe ſpirits have trim” 
over the Fleſh, on whoſe Chet 
tude, Prayers, Faſts , and Ml 
have left an amiable pale: Th 
ply your ſacred Arithmetick, [! 
have thoughts cold, and cleand® 
Chriſtall 2893 ou pray by:1 j 
vita have von'd virginity mental þ* 
PINM corporall, you ſhall not onely hu” 
oh! greſſe here, but welcome. 4 ; 
with Comfort, and kneele ann 
fore the Grand white Inmi 


Abbeſſe of your ſnowy Nun 


of, 


life of the Virgin Mary. 1 jo: 


m 1 the 'all-ſaving Babe in her 
' with duc veneration . Never 
theyble more of the Faecunditie of 
of pp#ke, ſince you ſee here that 
id mſelfe « the frat of Virginity. 
 ofj!!9 bave tyed your ſelves in ho- 
a $895, from which you wiſh never 
{hilly death to be freed, who have 
11 geretber Lawfully to yeeld to the 
innf10u5 deſires of the fleſh, than un. 
ey to ſubdue them : you who in 
48) and ſimplicity of life have 
Yu imitated Chriff and hu 
, ft : you whoſe Fertility is bleſſed, 
11 ety in m—_ ard propage- 
the hamane Race,bnt in augmnen- 

1 $#ſo the number of the Saints in 
aÞt'®, 10 you a free and open acceſſe 
ittuen. Ton widdomed Turtles, 
have loſt your Mates, and either 
vowed never to match againe, 

149 d to God that when yon ave, tt 
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E ; may be ; ” his glory; you alſ L./ 


have admittance. Virgins, Wl, (: 
and Widadowes, toyne hands, anjl ” 
circle ths the moſt perfett pairt 
ever graced the earth : Behold 
aſtoniſhment, and alſo to your "nl 
tion a milde and gentle Maids, 
whom neither Childe-birth defai 
Virginity nor Virginity fruitfuln| 
Feed your eyes with the ſightif | 
whoſe mindc i a Paradice withit 
Serpent, on whoſe lookes, words, 
actions, Modeſty is a diligent tt 
der. Andnow in Peace doe youdy 
tao, but take this charitable Adm 
t10n along w:th you, that (ina 
tion of this your deareſt Miſt 
you lay up all her graces and perjed 
ons in your hearts, and withall cl 
wually meditate her patience, wil 
contented it ſelfe with bad loagit 
and worſe accommodation, the| 
f 


_—_ _ 
- __ , —_ 
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; foie of the Virgin Make. "Of 


 Mombrance whereof hath made me. . "8 
Vid ſince T7 read this paſſage, notto  % 


Ul ery ſol;crtors where, or how I 
ret 
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a2. And when the dayes of her 
Purification, accordin 7 the Law 
of Moſes were accomp -l15hed they 
bro ought him to Hire ruſalem , to 
preſent hun to the Lord 


"+ i 0 IEEng 
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eration whereof is inſtituted 
SSthe Church) is called Candle- 
cas much as to ſay, the Day -4 
yrs, ON which (while Maſlc 
8s ſinging) very many Tapours 
Pre burning in the Church, The 
tration of houſes was yearely 
with the Romans inthe mo- 

th of February, from whence 
lis cuſtome in the Churchis de- 
ned. 1mnocentius thus propounds 
wad folves the Queſtion. What is 
We reaſon, ſaith he, that onths my 
we wſe f many Liehts in the 
WMwrch * The cauſe of this inſtitution 
two-fold. The firſt #©,that a Heathe- 
Wh cuſtome may be comverted into 4 
Oiflians Right or Ordinance, _— 
that 


\ 


Wving waited on her in her De-- Her Bunn 
ry, we will now attend her to rificarr WY. 
W Purification. This day (the oz. 
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* 7 The Femall Glory, or, 
| 'Y © thatmhich was performed by ſuperſs. 


Wc: Hons Idulaters it honour of Ces. 
& and Prolerpina, may be turnediml, 
. the praiſe and glory of the. Virgh 
Mary. The ſecond 1s, that they whl;. 


- AS 
IF OS «4 LO ; 
- 


by Grace are purified, by this Cereme. 


ny may be admoniſhed to imital. 


thoſe prudent Virgins, who (at 


Evanegelicall Parable teſt1fieth) cam 


ot without their Tapours lighted 
the Nuptials of Chriſt: their Spouſe 
This day the Church uſed to 


pray, that as the viſible Lighs| 
chaſed away the darkeneſle ofthe] 
' Night: ſo the hearts of the Fai 
full might be illuminated by the] 
| Inviſible flames of the holy Spirit, 
| 8(being cured of their blindneſk 


brought upon them by vice)might 


' with pure and cleare eyes diſcerne} 


thoſc things which are pleaſing to 
God, and neceflary to their ſalve 
tion: 


” KY 
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|The life ofthe Virgin Mary, 1 
n on; on; and baving paſs'd through 
«ic ſad, darke, and diſmall acci- 
Vents: of this world, might at © 
gt artive at Heaven, where 


AY cy ſhall behold, and. cnjoy a bs 
mg everlaſting. This day is not IF! | 
i: mely made Holy by the Purifica- (Qi | 
th ton ofthe Mother, but by the ob- a, | 
mon alſo and preſentation of the 0 
" {Onne, of whom, as of the more . 
Port, we muſt firſt diſcourſe. , 
(0, ; 


Ml Itwas truely a great abaſing of 
the i Sonne of God (for which by 
+. [ie Prophets he was ſtyled a Ser-, 


t.[ant) who being not a debtor to mrlk 
it, the Law, but the Lord of it, and [ ti 
{ſ» the onely Firſt-borne free trom ft fl 
oh lane, yet endured and under- NY, j 
ne [WEN with other Children, both Pp vil 
Pa the Tewiſh Circumciſion and ob- » i 
[x |ation, and at once puvlikely ho- i 
nour d | 
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= nour'd his Fathers houſe, and ( 

= pſcthc Prophets phraſc) fill'di 
” with glory. There offer dbyt 
Virgin hands of his Mother, hy, 
was to his Father a moſt pleatingy, 
oblation, being the end of tidy 
Law,and all the anticnt Sacrifices|jr 
Neither was the longing of Sim-|y; 
on and Anna onely ſatisfied withje 
his aſpe&, but the ardent wiſh, 
alſo of many others, in whoſe 
mindes the old ſparke of Faith 
now burſt out into new and bright 
flames, which did not onely ill y, 
minate their owne, but other Be| j; 
ſomesalſo. Not a few, queſtion 
tefle, at Hieruſalem, markt this day 
with a white ſtone, and did cele- 
brate it with joy and thankeſpi 
ving,in that the Light forctold by 
Eſay then aroſe, and comforted 
all thoſe to whom the ſhine and 
| warmth 
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Warmth of it extended. 7/racl had 8 
cr ſeene her Mcflias, till then "*® 

hen ſhe had free leave to kiſſe, a 

embrace, and dandle him in her 

Armes, and therefore her joy 

muſt of neccffity be more than or- 


linary. Yet ſome of her inhabi- "i 
WIt:nts were deafe, and could not "4 

heare the Prophets proclaime his ty 

comming; others were blinde, Fi 
Mad could got diſcerne him being "Et 

come, nor were ſ(cnfible arall of j 
itl the Honour they reccived in the - 
I-l venerable preſence of him,and his 4 20 
N ncomparable Mother, Wh 
?] Inow cometo our ſweeteſt La- P 1 
& dy, the time of whoſe Lyingin WA. 
*| being expired, ſhe {ers forward to 8. tid 
!] the Temple. I have read ſome MY 
4 who poctically {ct downe her i 
: going thither, and compare herto 4 i 
Z = Auro- [ff 

i 


- 
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ſeph abſent, who as before he had 


CE Cee 


Eire, whom the Poets deſcribef* 
nov 


his 
fall 


ning in a golden Caariot drayy 
by a Pegaſus, . her yellow haire 
{pred over her milky ſhoulder, 
ith 2 Torchin her hand enlight 


ning this inferiour world. For my 
owne part (though of -all humane 


ſtudies I am moſt taken with Poe. | 
ſy) yet both by Nature and Grace F 
I abhorre to write of things divine 


in the ſtile of the ſtage. But this 
Religion and modeſty will licenſe 
me to ayerre, That when ſhe went 
to be Purified, ſhe was 1n all-things 
the very figure and reſemblance 
Of Sandtity it felfe. No doubt but 
ſhe was accompanied with a Bea- 
vy of Shee-Saints, of which ſhe 
was the Chorus. Neither was 10- 


beene a guardiant of her, and her 
Intant in her Delivery , when 
| Wa 


rms 


beþs not capable « of the Miracle; 
17 j0ow he 1s altogether incapable 
irs [11s owne Felicity in attending 
n faireſt Mate, and deareſt Ma: 
i. | tO the holy Temple. And 
yh doubts but this bleiled one 
ne #9 More mn this Tourney than 
e. [95 or any other. Saint 79h and 
nt Zeke teſtifie that it was a re - 
ous cuſtome amoneſt the very 
ic fahen from remote paces to 
e ne to Hzeryſalem, and in the 
« fopic thereof to performe their 
; Potions. Doe you thinke this 
; ous - Maide can be out-ſtrip- 
; flinthe per formance of a holy 
* by by the Gentiles? Can you 
ine ſhe could neele& and 
vle the occaſion of time and 
| fce offered her, to commend to 
| FrMaker in her beſt words the 
. byes and prayers of her prepa- 
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The Femall Glory,or, |f, 
red heart © She came to Him, 
lem (for certainly ſhe dwelty|, 
there) with farre rome (pale 
and joy, queſtionleſle, thanivhh, 
Couſins houſe, this being all, 
neſſe that much more concenſf, 
her, inthat ſhe was by more aj, 
ſtronger tyes bound to (erve Ga 
than Elizaberh. And hereby | 
way we muſt not omit her Hunjſ, 
lity and Charity. Of the in 
whercof we have a clecredemaþ, 
ſration in this, That what oth, 
women did out of feare of ti 
Law, ſhe was periwaded by}, 
perfe& faich, and an humiih 
obedience to performe. Fort 
her Purification was neceſſary, 
belceve no man will affirme,m|, 


lefle in this ſenſe, That the Rug, 


| 


and Ceremonies impoſed ont! 
purified by Moſes, were Will 


decent 


[, ſhe life oftbeVirgin Mak YL. 


—— 


*Miency to be obſerved by her 
I Fo had borne him that came to 
il fill, not to deſtroy the Law. 
" IþÞ< could nor be maculatcd in 
bo quceiving, becauſe ſhe knew no 
Mk, norin beating, by reaſonit 
©Ms without a man. Why ſhould 
Wh: be ſolicitous to redeeme her 
} Anne, who was himſelfe the Re- 
; al mer of the world? This was 
" "Jaredly an act produced by her 
Ymility, as was alſo her refuſing 
Jjcompauy of the rich, and her 
tt bctating the poore and needy, 
by tngh moſt impure, and abject. 
nd ſhe her ſcife was ſo penuri- 
riils that ſhe had not wherewith- 
Tt fÞto buy a Lambe, whereof to 
5 Akke oblation. Whereas the Rich 
ie and hourd up their wealth, 
Mk drawes forth the * Treaſure 
Fkbught her by the Wiſe men, 
*- M and 


Her 
charity, 
* This ts 
the ob » 
ſer Vatte 
07 of 
Dammi- 
anu', 
Dam- 
maiccrh 
(On many 
Fore, 
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and with alacrity diſtribures it x 
monegſt thoſe whoſe wants requi 
red it: yet was patt of the preſeny 
gold, which upon charitable uſch 
{urcly was conſumed ; for hel 
Frugality and Temperancy wer: 
{uch, that in ſo ſhort a time ſhþþ 
could not poſſibly have ſpentthſ# 
value of it. But theſe perteRionſy 
are not to be wondred at in herþr 
who being a Doctreſle, ſom, 
not to be a Diſciple, and ſtronglſ 
to endeavour the attaining event 

thoſe vertues which by Natur 
were innate, and by Grace engralfs 
ted in her, Raviſht in ſoule wit 
theſe her Excellencies, me think 
[ ſee her Majeſtically pacing ont 
rhe Temple, and heare her thup* 
{pcake to thoſe who 4ccompanich” 
and met her on the way. T 
jo 


| —_ 


— 


LH —— 


My deare friends, Sifters, and fel- 
by ſervants, I have ever deſir d and 
 helndeawour'd (as neare as Humane 
ultie will give me leave) ro imitate 
: ſhþpy ſweeteſt Sonze, whoſe profound 
t thyfumrility and perfect obedjence car 
ionproer ſufficiently be extolled. Full 
herjiel/ he knew Humility to make the 
2m4hf Fep to eternall life; Obedience the 
noljſond; the former of which to teach 
men he deſcended from Heaves, 


edrent ro his Father, even to the 
ffering of the curſed death of the 
ink * Would you ſee me a Proficient 
2n th» both theſe ſupernaturall vertues * 
thilehold me who am unpolluted, (as 
niet? having conceived by humane 


canes) g0:ug like one vitions, and 


fir the obſervation of the Moſatral! 
M 2 L awes 
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whure to be purified. I who am free. 
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Lawes and Ceremonies, have ſubje. 
ded my ſclfeto them. I who am w0jd 
of all wilfull ſine, willingly goe & 
moneſt other ſinfull and uncleanem. 
men, that I may beto all an Examyl 
of Charity and Humility, to none « 
preſident of ruine. I thought it n0t t- 
nough that my fruitfull Virginity hu 

roduced Salwation to the world, un. 
leſſe by Example alſo I taught him 
this Grace ( _ to all, applied 
but to a few) by you alſo might be o. 
tained, This i my way to the attain 
ment of celeſtiall glory, andlet it bt 


ours to purchaſe your ſelves eterml| 


ſalvation. Doe thws, live thus, thi 
you may ſhine holy Tapers in Gob 
militant Church, and glorious Star 
in his Triumphan: . 


She with her devour traine be- 


ing come into the Temple offer'd 
her 


qrrr—_— 


jergift to the Prieſt, and received 


'|propheticke Benediction from 


mmeon. Whether this old man 
xcrea Prieſt, ora Layman, I will 


[wot here diſpute; certainly he was 


1man bleſſed above all the Patri- 
achs and Prophets, inthat he ſaw 
God face to face, and may be ſty- 
kd the moſt profound of all Di- 
ines, who (being the laſt juſt man 
of the Law, the frſt of Grace _ 
ew by Religion, in Thankſgiving 


12: Chriſtian ) comprehended 1o 


nany Myſteries in ſo few words. 
This holy Man (the Scribes and 


Phariſees dreaming on no ſuch 
matter) had long 1ince ſecne lis 
Saviour comming , whom he no 
ſooner ſaw borne into the Tem- 
ple by his mother {who then re- 
{embled Modefty ſupporting ſan- 
ity) but he ſnarcht this prertte 
M 3 Babe 


Timoth. 
presd. 
—1ero- 
ſol, in 
orat, de 
Prophe- 
ta 5Une= 
one. 
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that the ther:2hts of many hearts may 


Babe out of her Armes into hixþ 
owne, and not able to containe hi 
joy, in a divine Rapture Swanng af 
like (his death being then ar hand, 
ſung this his ſweereſt Ditty. Loy, 
now letteft thou thy Servant depart nl; 
Peace : for mine eyes have ſeene th; 
Salvation, which thou haſt prepard |, 
before the face of all Nations, 4 Ligh |; 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to thegls-,; 
ry of thy people Iſrael. And hebli. |, 

cd them, and ſaid anto Mary hi |, 
mother Behold this Childe is appoint- |, 


ed for the fall and riſing againe of |; 


many inIſrael, and for a ſigne which |, 
ſhall be ſpoken againſt , yea anda |; 
ſword ſhall paſſe through thy Soule, |, 


be opened. And Anna 4 Propheteſſe |; 
confeſſed the ſume to all thoſe whi 
leoked for the Redemption of 1ſratl. 
If the viewing and embracing of 
Chriſt 


r 
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Chriſt ſo dilated the ſpirits of the 
* "5 mans heart, and made him ſo 
Wehfible of this his great felicitie, 
nh he would expect here no 
Lond ater, but defired rather a diflo- 
'1Wkion then the fruition of any 
mk gelſconearth, What may we 
rule her content to be, who con- 
v'd, bore, brought forth , and 
ought him up? Whoſe aftectio- 
te looks, kifles, and embraces he 
id by day,the two later of which 
ce night it ſelfe could not barre 
/ Im of, Her greateſt detracters 
” bly cannot imagine her ſo ſto- 
id as not to be apprehenſive of 
edelight, the Comfort,the hap- 
neſſe, the honour his preſence 
id impart , nor ſo unthankfull as 
vt to acknowledge, and to her 
mer exprefſe her gratitude. 
Certainly her ſoule was in a hea- 
M 4 venly 


E his 


v- 
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yenly Trance when ſhe conten 
plated the grace and felicity (hint 
had in Gods owne houſe, and helpf 
fore an Aſſembly of his eledrd 
people to acknowledge her graiſu 
tude for the incſtimable benchizia 
he had vouchſafed her, but eſpecj 
ally for this, that in his gloriouſu 
eyes ſhe ſeem'd worthy (thougll 
in her ſelfe undeſerving) in ha 
owne name,and that of his choſe 
to preſent him with ſuch a ſacriſu 
fice,fuch a gift as exceedingly fufi 
paſſed in cxcellency, all Hoſt 
Sacrifices, and Sacraments what 
ſoever, being indeed, their onely 
{ſcope and end. Anna the Motheqh 
of Samuel is praiſed for her dilhh 
gence in Prayer, the fruit where 
of ſhe reaped in her difſpair'd off 
Fertility. And of our admireq 
Virgin, we reade that ſhe c—_ 


—— 


wu. - ” 
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temly frequented the Temple, of 
/ ſghich (being wiſe) ſhe knew the 


d beyſtitution, and (being pious) the lt 
deduſtome, which ſhe moſt religi- itt 
7atuſly obſerved. Wherefore this is 
achgiay of her Purification, and at all vi 
pecyines elſe, without all peradven- it 
riowfure, ſhe much excelled Axa, and Ft 
outer whole ſexe in the fervency of T 
1 heſter Orifons, in the ardency of her m' | 
ofaore, in purity, and ſublimity of "| 
acrininde, in holineſle of life, and di- Y it: 1 
7 {uine contemplation. We may © 


oſtoldly conclude that ſhe pour'd | 

yhaquut her prayers here in greater a- B 

nelbundance than ſhe did in Zacharies Þ $1 
Q's 
high . 
l 


theqiouſe, where the could not ſup- ht i 
dithrefſe the flame of her zeale from 4 8; 
ereþreaking ' out into the praiſe of p 4 
dolGod her Saviour, in whom ſhe _ * 41 
ureqrejoyced. To this effef, happily, Þ if 


cfuſtere ſhe pray'd. 
I 0 
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| with 

0 eternall and gracious God) 1 of 
below other women 1n merit, by 
bove them all indebred to thy ſupr pv 
Maieſty, for making me the Ta ju 
zacle of thy onely Sonune, the Temlff* 
of thy Spirit, and for this ſpecial lu 
our done mee in the Temple of tht" 
Service, the -congreg.:tion when" 
makes me the onely point wherein if 
lines of their affection, and admin * 
tion doe meete. If women be reſpettd / 
for their fertility, needs muſt Ibt F' 
reat eſteems with all men, whi(op 
thy eternall Predeſtination, and jif* 
therly providence) have brouy® 
forth thy onely Sonne, their Redef® 
mer. With a bowed heart, andbeÞ 
led knees 1 acknowledge that thief 
haſt faithfully and mercifully fulfllq® 
all thoſe thy favourable promiſeſſ* 
made me by thy Aneell Gabriel, mf 

Couſi 
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7 8s. Thou who car ſt neither de. 
4 $#,#0r be deceived, haſt made me 
wth vertue of thy Spirit operating) 
ther gy vireinall integrity ſtill 

gyved. That long long d for E- 
13,huel, (:hazn whom nothing erea- 
"8ir better could be given by thee, 
men my 82) I have at length pro- 
to ſave all thoſe that beleeve in 
ſh 7/6 magnificent immenſe, in- 
aboſtible, unvaluable Treaſure , 
1, Weloved Sonne of thine in whons 
ut well pleaſed; This Saint of 
its, by whem all things in Hea- 
iged Earth, are re-eſtablifht, thr 
1,pur of the world T here preſent to 
bk & @ gift moſt acceptable in thy 
hl, He whom all Nations, and the 
1,fiers themſelves have ſo much 
iſt fedto ſee: The Angell of the new 
ment, the ſeed of Abraham, 
vj ihe 
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js Elizabeth, and thy holy. Pro. 
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the ſonne of David, the King of| 
racl, i» whom all generations 
bleſſed, the Lord of © the Templi|le 
here come toilluſtrate his — lc 
O mercifull Father! open theeyh n 
the dimme ſrehted r/cackins then 
they may ſee Je glorious Lightthih 
zow ſhines on them, and not oneh ay 
knowledge, but worſhip their Meſug 
and imbrace him in their hearts, 
1 doe in mine Armes, Neitherlithi 
Rayes of this new borne ſtarve rity 
onely on them, but on all thiſed 

who ſit in darkeneſſe, and the ſhulſte 
of death, that to them it may riſe 
life and luſtre. So ſhall they ackmgy) 
ledee thee, ana him whom thin 
ſent, CurIsr ls s vs, her 
made ſpiritual dwellings for thi 
reſide in, there to receive due thilbgl 
and praiſe for ever and ever. | 
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Al 
hktweene her Purification, and 
whſon of her Sonne,ſhe is not of- 
ub mentioned in holy Writ, but 
 thenfhe is, it is ſtill ro her praiſe 
thihonour: As when her care for 
th&oor made her petition Chriſt 
ef Wine to revive, and refreſh 
1, kr drooping, fainting Spirits; 
hd when ſhe ſaid to him, Why 
re/e youu 15'd 145 thus © your Father 
way I have beeue to ſeeke you. 
Mſhence all women may learne 
7Amlity, motherly care,and con- 
ill Faith. She who was without 
w&miſh,as being Gods owne Mo- 
tr, whoſe chaſte boſome no car- 
hul [thought had ever entred, who 
Wokt on all men with the ſame in- 
cency & ſimplicity with which 
cbeheld Statues,deigned to call 


hoor ruſtical labouring manHuſ- 
band, 


Her 
charity. 


Her mo- 
. Care, to- 
gether 
with her 
conmgal 
Faith 
and obe- 
dence, 


Her de- 


at her 
S$o-nes 


areath. 
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band, from whoſe deare con - 
ny, no flight, terrour, travaile,, 4 
paines could ſeparate her. Tj 
what the Scripture omitterh, mh; 
be ſupplied by our charitable, 
gination, which cannot but « 
ccive all thoſe her Actions bur ; 


— 


In filence, to have beene oft 


ſame pure thred with thereltY 
her life. The truth of whichy 
tinde confirm'd in her perlnfc 
rance in goodneſſe, even to 
ſonnes end, and her ow ne. hh 


"ll 


At his death wee reade ſhe mah, 


BEANOUY ſent, and there o0d ( aith the Evi It 


gelift) by the Croſſe of Chriſt his My 
ther and her Siſter Mary Cleophy 
and Mary Magdalen. When thith, 


fore Teſus ſaw his Mother, and hu , 


loved Diſciple ſtauding by, he ſaith 
his Mother, Woman, behold thy Si 
a0 
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the ſaid to his Diſciple, Behold thy 
Mt her, and from that time he tooke 
A rfor his. His pardoning of the 
Fife is nota greater argument 
» Whis Mercy, than-his taking care 
"his Mother was of his Picty. 
WM oives Temperancy the cuſto- 
uh of Chaſtity, and commends 
ftÞſe ro cach other who were re- 
elfircd to live and dye Virgins. 
Mint Bernard {ayes theſe words 
[Chriſt to his Mother, included 
) ch bitterneſle, for they put her 
ninde that ſhe was to make a 
mmageable exchange of Chriſt 
W//fr 10hn, of the Servant for his 
Vid, of the Diſciple for his Ma- 
Mr, ofthe Sonne of Ged, forthe 
Pine of Zebedexs. And this was 
"treaſon (if we give belicfe to 
L atuan) that he called her Wo- 


vl an, not Mother, leſt the very 
5m ſound 


all 
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mm... 


ſound of that deare word ſhoulf 
make her more ſenſible of his 
proaching loſle, and force herinty 
an immoderate griete. But ſorroy 
was no Noveltie to her for th 
ſaying of Chriſt, 1»this world, ju 
' ſhall have affliction, was in herve-Þe 
ried, whoſe life contained more 
miſeries then minuts, which ſie} 
patiently underwent , knowingf 
that the more diſtreſſed ſhe wÞ6( 


the light of Reaſon to the Evange-[® 
licall Truth, we ſhall ſoone per-P 
ceive thata fatall ſadnefſe haunted 
her from the birth of her onely 
Sonne to his buriall. When ſh 
was great with him, and readietof 
lye downe, the inhumanity of th| 
Bethlemites was ſuch, that they 
confincd her, and the Lord of all 
things 


—G_ 


hings to a Stable, and would not 
upply her with as much as Lin- 
lien, a Mantle, and other neceſſa- 
ies wherewithall ſhe might de- 


[hen her Childe was eight daics 
ng d, the ſaw him looſe bloud in 
11506 Circumciſion, which her divi- 
liÞÞg ſoule miſgave her to be a 
ype of the deare remainder he 
Fs to ſhed. Then againe her 
nde was infinitely vexed for 
e butchery of thoſe guiltleſſe 
hldren which were murthered 
rthe ſake of her owne innocent 
fant; of the ſorrow and miſe-- 
rof whoſe Mothers, her tender 
Impaſhonating heart was a moſt 
mpetent Tudge. From this 
ngs N bloudy 
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tVernulzus ſazes 
that thoſe who 
flye from danger, 
travaile moſt by 
night, and there- 
fore it t5 likely our 
bleſſed Lady aid 


ſo. 


T be FemallGlory,or, 
bloudy Maſlacre to ſay 


fi 

er Saviour, ſhe wascen- c 
ſtrained ( without cali | 
leave of her friends,or il m 


: 


make her way into Agyyt 
When -he was twelid (« 
yecrcs old, the loſt hi 
an Accident more ric 
yous than any of thefor 
mer; for heretofore ht 
ſtudy had been to preſen 
what ſhe had,now her ca yp 
was to finde what ſhel 
not. What an Agony he 
ſoule ſuffer'd at the lame 


(0 
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ie 
fot 
he 


er 


ideration of all thankefull ſoules; 
for ſhe could not without being 
ſtayned with ingratitude, bur 
mourne for his abſence and vio- 
lent departure out of the world, 
who had received ſo. much joy at 
her preſence before he came into 
t, But above all theſe, the une- 
quall'd Treacherie, of 1#das, who 
deliver'd this Lambe of God, as a 
Trey to theſe Wolves; the infade- 
Ity of his other Diſciples, the 
malignity of his Iudges, the cru- 
ety of his Executioners conſpir'd 
to make her miſerable. Noris 1t 


alunlikely that ſhe bewailed the in- 


he 
ne 


h rratitude, the obſtinacy and im- 


pety of her Nation, who revil'd 
im that blefſed them, and tor- 


ke tur d him who came to ſave them. 
019 With what amazement and ſad- 
tefſe was her heart furpriſed think 

N 2 Ve. 
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ye, when the newes came of her 
Sonnes being apprehended *7 But 
when ſhe ſaw him forſaken by his 
friends, bound by. his enemies,ac- 
cuſed before the high Prieſts, de- 
rided by Herod, deſpis'd by the 
people; ſcourg'd, and tortur'dby 
the command of Plate, his body 
trembling, torne, and pierced, bc- 
ſmear'd with his owne bloud, and 
hung between two Theeves; then, 
and never till then did the Sword 
foretold by Smeon, paſle through 
her Soule. Luther ſaies this Pro- 
phecy of S/»:con was ſpoken to 
her, not to 7oſeph; tor on her alone 
the whole weight of ſorrow ws 
ro be laid. True it is that many dif 
terabourthe interpretation ofthis 


Sword. To cleare all doubts, we] 


muſt take notice that the holy 
Scriptures mention foure ſorts of 
Swords. The 


The firſt 1s a Corporall, er ma- 
eriall ſword, and of this Chriſt 
ſpeakes to Peter, All that uſe the 
Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword. 


The ſecond is a fpirituall 
wword,of which Saint Paul makes 
nention, when he ſaics, Recerwe 
the ſword of the Spirit, which i the 
yrd of God. 


The third 15 a Sword of Scan- 
dll or Ambiguity, with which 
the Apoſtles themſelves. were 
trucken, when they forſooke 
their Maſter. 


The fourth is the Sword of 

| Grief= or T ribulation. With this 
the Prophet David averres the P/al.33. 
Soule of Toſeph ro have beene P/- 105. 
N 3 pierc'd ©: 37: 
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pierc'd when his death wasplot.|# 
red firſt by his trecherous Rro- [9 
thers, next by his incontinen|#* 
Miſtreſle. | 
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That this Sword whereof Sine. 
o0# Prophecied, could be no mate 
riall one, is evident, in that we |# 
| read not of any violent deathſir | 
| ſuffered. That it could not bethe | 

i {word of the Spirit, is manifef; ir 
+. for the word of God was her da. | 
ly delitious food at the ſametime te 
when $722e0u made this Prophe- ul 
Cy. Origen indeed will haveitto u 
be the Frond of Ambiguity or It th 
fidelity: which erroneous opinion # 
of his, 15 refuted by many great 
Fathers of the antient Church, f/ 

In exvo. 20d by Franciſcus Lumbertus, a o 

fit. _y accnte Proteſtant Doctor of thc q 
 vang. Moderne in theſe words. Thoſt, 
Lucz ſaith 
cap. 2. 


_ en eprem—n - ts 
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lot-larh be, who will have this to be the 
ro [nord of Infidelity, are wot to be hear- 
ent [rwed #05 for ( "4 

wan ce no proofe of this their opinion) 

1s contradittory to the Text, moſt 
Me. f, and moſt untrue. How can it be 
te. [hut the ſword of Infidelity ſhould pe- 
me [rave the breff of Gods ſacred Mo- 
ſhe [tr 7rnt0 which, infidelity never 
he [de 7he leaſt impreſs10n? From the 
&; [inning, her Faith was moſt firme 
1. [#demtire. Let therefore thoſe Blaſ- 
ne ([ſemzves and wicked ſlanders of car. 
e. [ut en be put to ſilence. I will attri- 
o [te 20thing to the bleſſed Virgin, but 
nw [#hat T reade in the holy Writ, where 
m1 & pronounced bleſſed, becauſe ſhee 
4[itleev'd. We have many t:ſtimonics 
1 If her Faith, but of her Infidelity 197 
'[meword i extant in the ſacred Scrip- 
wes, Yet this prophane aſſertion 
Is not a whit ſtrange, or to be 
þ N 4 mar- 
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That 


{ſword 
for the 


of his, 


pierc'd when his death was plot.{# 
red firſt by his trecherous Bro. 
thers, next by his incontinen|# 
Miſtreſſe. 


on Prophecied, could be no mat. 
riall one; is evident, in that we 
read not of any violent deathſte 
ſuffered. That it could not bethe 


ly delitious food at the ſame tine 
when $720 made this Prophe- 
CY. Origen indeed will haveitto 
be the ſword of Ambiguity or. It 
fidelity: which erroneous opinion 


this Sword whereof Sine. 


h 


of the Spirit, is manifth | 
word of God was her da. |! 


1s refuted by many gret 


Fathers of the antient Church! 
and by Franciſcus Lumberins, a 
| Gr. accnte Proteſtant Dotor of tht] 
 vang, moderne in theſe words, Thoſe] 


ſat 


—— 
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lot-[erh be, who will have this to be the 

Bro-||wrd of Trfidelity, are mot to be hear- 
ine |kved 70; for (beſides that they can 
duce no proofe of this their opinion) 

1s contradittory to the Text, moſt 

ine. |, 41d moſt untrue. How can it be 
nate. [#4t the ſword of Infidelity ſhould pe- 
t we [rate the breff of God's facred Mo- 
h ſhe [#7 77220 which, infidelity never 
ethe [de the leaſt impreſsion? From the 
fel; (r12271ng, her Faith was moſt firme 
di [8d entire, Let therefore thoſe Blaſ- 
time [ewes and wicked ſlanders of car. 
he. [lf 292272 be put to ſilence. I will attri- 
irq (re nothing to the bleſſed Virgin, but 
Tr. [that T reade inthe holy Writ, where 
ion [0 & pronounced bleſſed, becauſe ſhee 
rex(ttleev'd. We have many teſtimomes 
+ Wher Faith, but of her Infidelity 19: 


ch : | 
; Fe meword is extant in the ſacred Scrip- 


(wes. Yet this prophane aſſertion 
ſes not a whit ſtrange, or to be 
N 4 mar. 


ah 


Her paſſive For- 
titude, and Patio 
ence at the Death 
of her Sonne. 

Melan.in cap.27. 
Matth, | 
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Oe re err ern ene ene 


marvelled at in Origen 
who held that Chriſt dyedl, ' 
for the Angels, and theh| 
Starres, and whoſe ſouleþn 
was, indeed, no other thanhi 
a Mynt of Herehes, Me-þ 
laneon afirmes, that het} 
ſorrow was much aſſwa-fc 
ged by her Faith, which 
aſſured her of his Reſurre-$ 
&ion. She knew ſhe had 
borne the Mefſias, whoſe It 
bloud was to waſh awayf 
the finnes of the world. | 
Wherefore ſhe might well} 
beamaz'd, diſtruitfull ſhe} 
could not be at all. Theft 
holy Spirit certified herþ 
this was not a deſtroyingh: 
death, but a triumphing. þ 
Her Faith, the oftner ith 
was tryed inthe furnace : 

af. 


— 


<Son,the brighter ſtill it ſhew- 
red}, She ſtood with the affection 
theſja Mother, the paſſion of a wo- 
ueſn, bur with the conſtancy and 
hanhtitude of a-man, in beholdin 

Me. owne. bloud ſpilt, her owne 
hetfihrent, and mangled before her 
Wage. With an unſhaken confi- 
ichkce, and a true internall valour, 
re-& beheld his body naked, and 
nad furg*d, his hands and feet nailed 
ole ſhe Croſſe: yet ſometimes the 
may fngs of her relenting, mourne- 
1d. Þl heart were ready :to cracke 
vell th the very thought of his cru- 
ſheftortures and afflitions; bur as 
heffken againe they were ſtrengthe- 
herd and comforted with a full al- 
ingfance that he ſhould overcome 
ng. km all, and death it ſelfe. She 
- ithod here (her Sonne onely ex- 


of fired) the prime patterne of a 
af- ſollid 


he life ofthe Virgin Mary, 1 
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ſollid Faith,and conſtant Patind; 
to all poſteritic, in that neither 
feare of Tribulation, of perſecuf 
on, of the wracke, of the ſcour 
or death it ſelfe could divide 
from her Chriſt. She. commit 
not that errour moſt incident, 
women, many of which gen 
ſexe periſh in the midſt of thy 
Lamentations, and will net 

admit of Counſel], nor Comtogy 
She did not teare her haire,ſcra$ 
her face, batter her boſome, ſe, 
to ſtifle her ſclfe, or gave any fþ 
ther deſperate ſigne of a ragely, 
ſorrow, nor did ſhe curſe hercy, 
mics, or make imprecations th, 
Vengeance, or ſo much as m. 
muragainſt them;bur attendedy,, 
ſad event with the ſame calm, 
nefſe of minde with which th, 
mecke Lambe did his end. D 


| 


C 
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Ugoe was beyond the Levell of 
Krure, and inall things ſutable 
ſecuk modeſty and gravity of 
ou: Matron. She Rard not at 
Khke fury of the Tewith Souldi- 
milt:that environ'd her. but ſtood 
ent & ,and fac'd danger. Though 
SMnas an eyc net of his pal- 
Us 2nd ſaw his Limbs diſten- 
KI 2nd wrack'd., yer did not the 
mn ſhe ſaw, wound her ſo deep 
coſe ſhe heard. The Roman 
Jeers uſed to have Wards, or 
BY Yers to ſave their Earcs : She 
SYercater nced of ſuch to barre 
Mentrance of blaiphemies able 
Ib Frovoke God (it his mercies 
> Mk: not above all his workes) ut- 
edt, to deface Nature,and reduce 
allyorld to its firſt Chaos. She 
h 149 him call'd a Drunkard., a 


phemer, a breaker of the Sab- 
4 both, 
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On TIrnrnn” 


both, a lover of Publicans; 5, 
Sinners, nay a very Divell, wyir 
was her and Gods onely deli 
Yet did not all theſe killing}. 
jets, theſe impious ſlanders,dnpevi 
her into the mercilefle gripsFof 
deſpaire; for ſhe was conlidt 
that the two perſons of theTngrea 
ty would not forſake the thyker 
Melan&on cormending this ou 
mall ſtory to our ſad and {erg 
contemplation, adviſeth us, TÞn 
when Tribulations and Deatiyy 
ſelfe come upon us,we ſhouldiqul 
tate this holy Virgin, who miuc 
a heart killing ſorrow for Fit 
death with a joyfull aſſuranceÞe« 
his Reſurre&ion. Conſider , 4 dc 
he what a Conflict the Faith of Mph: 
had. There was in her an exttl) | 
ericfe linked with Faith and Hth: 


Let us in our death thus _ lak 
7 


po rm 


5 as, and harbour the ſame 
, Wehrs with Mary, ſtill fix- 
ly Ii God the E Yes ol 
84). And verily we muſt 
,dqve that no ſmall mea- 
pes pot Beliefe was requi- 
hd temper and aſſwage 
Ingeat a * ſorrow. If we 
tikeive that ſhe was ſo 
5 out bowels, as not to 
rofie for the death and 
Tfon of her deareſt, and 
ay Sonne : we muſt 
linall beleeve with the 
uIches, that he had a 
* Fitaſticke body, not 
cepe of his Mothers fleſh. 
doubt, when (after 
Ma had left, and betray'd 
i) ſhe heard him cry 
Hthat God himſelfe had 
taken him alſo, her 
l teares, 
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*Sophronius, ſer, 
de Aflump. Bea- 
tz Virg. main- 
tains that ſhe ſuf- 
fered more than 
all the Martyrs, 
in that the paſſion 


of the minde #@©= 


greater thay that 


of the body, and 
ſhee 1n ſoule felt 
moſt, becanſe her 
love to him was 
above all others. 
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Th 


teares, her fighes, ke 1 
groancs, her countenayr 
her very poſture, herdef / 
full voyce, all unitedry'ss 
forces to expreſſe p& 
greatneſſe of her ſoropj* 
Liſten and you ſhall le 
her thus lament. ; 
' 0 my deareſt Son! h 
Her Lamentati- ,j,,, bg bealeff whit" 
07 45 alſo expreſ- ſhouldft thy ſelfe nk 


fed by $.Bernard, 
Serm.qui incipit, That thou who freeſt 1 ab 


— 
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Sienum mag. Jhouldft thy ſelfe be buuſ® 


num, 


That thou who art the FW * 
taine of Life, and Creay® 
the waters, ſhouldſt thy” 
be thirſty | That thou P** 
cloatheſt all things, ſhow 
thy ſelfe land naked ! 0” 
dcareſt Maſter, how haſt 


treſpaſſed againſt this ms 


wo. 


4 


he Nation! that it ſhould ſo thirſt 
aſter thy pretions bloud : Thou woul- 
doll 4 = er d them under the 
| ties of thy grations Providence. as 
- 4 bo Chickens, but they 
roÞſe rather to periſh, than to come 
heher for ſhelter. With them the 
dare more ſenſuble of thy paſ51on, 
the living, and their devourin 
puchers more merciful then they 
jtemſelves. O my Sonne, my Sonne, 
I ſhould ſee thee ſuffer, and not 
table to ſuccour thee 1 O that I were 
oblation as fpotleſſe, and as grati- 
pb in thy Fathers ſight, as thou thy 
fe, that all thy afflidtions, all thy 
rments might be mine. Were my 
yer correſpondent to my will, I 
ould reſcue thee from Legions of thy 
gpemies. But alas I am 4 weake wo- 
p 4x, and all my ſtrength lyes in my 
offngue, which will onely ſerve mee 
p fo 
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to deplore thy loſſe, and that Ttr '< 
doe from the very bottome of ut: 
heart. |.# 
| 

Thus, or torhis purpoſe, qu 
ſtonlefle ſhe bewail'd him dyin 
but when ſhe once beheld h 
dead (Love and Beauty being 
miht that face) and ſaw wit 
their malitious cruelty furv! 
him, when ſhe view'd his y 
carkafle pierc't, and water top 
ther with bloud flowing thenc 
when ſhe had leiſure to imbr 


: M 
his dead body, to number I, 
wounds, to kifle them, andtoNM|,1 
ſay with the holy water of h (6 


cyes to waſh away his ſtripes: ſc, 
then was ſo wholly oppreſſq|r 
with anguiſh of ſoule, that thealſjj 
dently at that inſtant deſired Mya, 
foule, if poſſibly, might tran 

oral 


[ 


| | 
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erate out of her living body, into 
fAltisdead one. Trucit is that many 
|zfirme ſhe felt not thoſe to rments 
[which other women endure in 
1]|Child-birth, who are liable to the 
q|nalediction laid upon Eve: Burtif 
t his comming into the world, 
ſhe was not ſeafible of any paine - 
qj{all, certainely at his going our, 
te grictes of all women contra- 
*J]#d into one, equals not hers a- 
bilÞne. And affuredly her ſorrow 
nas much increaſed when ſhe ſaw 
Mary Magdalen, and the other wo- 
nen ſo vehemently to grieve, 
rhom his death not ſo nearly con- 
cern'd as it did her, nor were they 
R able as ſhe to judge of his value. 
{|Then queſtionlefle in this, or the, 
h like phraſe ſhe renewed, and re- 
doubled her complaints. 


tr 
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on 


O my ſweeteſt Sonne | I bewai 
mine owne, and o ww condi, 
21078 of all thoſe, whoſe ſoules thou hall #7 
Port ſo many _ with thy i h 
lifluous Language. My griefe « ap. 

werable to my affection. If Samy 
lamented the death of a reprobuily 
King, if David wept over mickey 
Abſolon with this exclamation, Ab, 
folon my Sonne, O my Sonte 
Abſolon; can my teares be too prdil , 
gally powr 'd upon thee, who art Soml1y, 
zo me, and Righteouſneſſe it ſalfelf, 
Who ſhall forbid or hinder me far hy 
ingout, Icſus my ſweet Sonne, (ly 
my ſweet Sonne Iefus 2 If thay: 
didſt weepe over leruſalem, 45 Wi 

menting her deſtruction then at hamll, 
Jhall I not bewaile thy neere approay 

ing end Thou didſt then compaſig 
nate the future Ruine of thoſe þ- th 
ond 
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al he ſeerme to condole, and weepe for 
. geen thou cam ſt tothe 7 Er 
ff fLazarus, thou wert ſo farre from 
Wmrehending the teares of others, that 
\ow wepſt thy ſelfe for company. Thy 
Wlwne example then warrants the juſt- 
At uſe of mwy griefe; for when thou wert 
lhjning, the ſmall paine thoufelt ſt in 
li ſleeping of thy foot was, and ought 
ly be wore to mee, than the eternall 
a. pe of Lazarus could be- to thee. 

lad as thy teares for him weretokens 

fell thy humane nature, #0t ſignes of 
"by diffidence (32 that thow knew'ſ# 

\ Uewould forthwith ariſe) ſo are mine 


ir thee, witneſſes of my wretched e- 
ate, not of my diſtruſt, who am aſ- 


Mid of thy ſptedy reſurrettion. Nor 


be I onely erieve my owne griefe. for 


the for 24ns ſake, I þ'x th in thy Fa- 


"TNers Grace, who delivers thee t6 


nd O 2 death, 


nes, which now with a ſilent grati- | 
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death, aud in thy Charits 

. who doſt ſuffer it: Solikewi| 
in mans behalfe 1 am griey(| 1 
that he ſhould be the curſedis 
cauſe of thoſe thy extreni 
torments: for as not to joy inf 
the benefits thy death bath" 
brought with it, would argu 
his ingratitude, ſo not tocon-fou 
dole for the tortures that ahi 
tend it, would demunſira:Þ0 
bs cruelty. And here I faith 
Fully promiſe thee, that bith1jto 
while tife, and thy Churchv0 
while the world doth liſtuy 
all yearely ſpend thu doltot 
S, Bernard cal-s 44 grbch. 2 Tragiual 


_ — arp of expiration in Prayer faſting, Q 
3 


rhe weeke of pen- ſever uy, of aiſcip line, mactfel 
nance; and the ration of the fleſh, and canhes 
bigh Dutch, Die trition of the ſpirit,as becomtiyu 
Martyr Wock- thy mournefull Mother, ave 
en, the Martyrs th 
weekes | 
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ain gratefull Spouſe to doe. 
HL 
ey]: Thus condoling, thus bemoa. 
v/uhing hers, and the generall loſle, 
emteattended his herſe to the Se- 
auichre provided by 1oſeph,where 
athrver man was laid before; for it 
2wþ85 not fit that Incorruptibility 
o-jould ſucceed corruption in the 
4-kme lodging. This fragrant 
#Fower was -no. ſooner ſet in the 
t-fyound, but ſhe{ent many a deave 
1100p after it-;to faſten it at the 
hots: for ſhe knew within three 
f,kyes: it ſhould ſpring up againe, 
lptto grow inthe carth, butto be 
flated into Heaven, there for 
fer to flouriſh, and perfume the 
&leſtiall habnation. Nor were 
her. eyes, ſaith Damaſcen, cloſed 
wich his Monument, but watched 
dhemſelves almoſt blinde with a 
O 3 Orce- 
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greedy expectation to ſee theiey|\© 
ple of his body built up again" 
which three dayes fince was ie]! 
ſtroyed. After. many a lehgiyf* 
looke ſhe eſpied the Tombetos|# 
pen, and. her onely joy to iff 
forth, whom full well ſhe knew 
by the "countenance and figure i 
his Humanity, bur farre better i 
the cleere proofes of his Gol"® 
head; for the Graves delivered bi 
their dead, many of which aj# 
pear'd to their friends in theh t 
City. Some, and thoſe ofgte n 
authority in the Church affirm” 
that after his Reſurrection, ſhe ® 
all others ſaw him firſt, and whe. 
:$ the Scripture ſeemeth toinke 1 
that Mary Magdales firſt beheld; 
him, they thus expound it, Th 


the Evangelifts would not m 


his Mother the firſt witneſſe of il © 
Reſur 
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tex/ſelurreRtion (though indeed ſhe 
rane[#45) knowing that her teſtimony 
| d./1y the Iewes would be more ful- 
ojz)eRed than that of Mary Magda- 
og). I dare not poſinyely conclude 
ifndity thing herein, but I may ſafely 

naintaine that this her delight for 
eqJils Refurreion, coumerpois'd 


rhþier griefe conceived for his death. 


{1a her was now made good that 


4,,l0f the Pſalmiſt; According to rhe 
al nultitude of the griefes of my beart 
althy Comforts have rejoyced my ſoule, 
to! and that of her Sonne. Bleſſed are 
meltney #hat mourne, for they ſhall bec 
\ of (forted. 


? 
Kt : 


And who makes queſtion but 
14 bat ſhe who with ſuch unuttera- 
| ble pleaſure diſcover'd his Reſur- 
| retion faithfully ,and cloſely wal- 
ted on him, till his Aſcention 7 
O 4 .. SRC 
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She who was as inſeparable to kv 
| him as his ſhadow,withour doubt, 
= Epi- Was on the Mount * 0lver, with hes 
/ phanins Otherofthe faithfull, wheninthe þd 
contra fight of them all he aſcended, She ſic 
hzreſ. & heard, doubtleſle, his laſt words, h 
libel. received his laſt benediction, and þd 
Et!J. her ſight waited on him till the bt 
clowds imbrac't him, whichitin kth 
vaine eſlay'd to penetrate. What þe 
Soule not it ſelfe tranſported with fh 
the view of a heavenly obje&,ca þh 
ſuppoſe, much leſle expreſſe what |n- 
her contentment was when ſhe [tn 
ſaw her owne fleſh flye above the þo 
reach of Enyie, into the Armes of ||v 
Glory * When ſhe beheld this |ve 
high Prieſt, (his Sacrifice ended, þf 
and God fully appeas'd) enter |ju 
Heaven there to fit on the right |it 
hand of his Father, and to be the |iK 


unceſlant and eternall Mediatour |te 
b : be- 


mm 


lor iee ar monary org nur eo Oe ern ne — 


— 


to ktwixt him and man ? With ben- 
dt, jd knees, creted hands, and 
th hes, ſhe worſhips him aſcending, 


he ad when her ſight failes, her ado-_ 


he ſion continues. Her zeale paſ- 
s, {hall the orbes betwcene him, 
id þd her with greater facility, and 
he ÞÞtility then the Lightning ſhoo- 
in kh through the Ayre. Great is 
at ce vigour and force of the Spirit, 
th khen all things elſe ſet aparr it is 
n folly intentive on the Meditari- 
x |nofits Creatour. When by con- 
1c |mplarion it is ſeparated from the 
ec dy, it thinkes onely on him, 
f [ives onely to him, and is (asit 
is lnere drown'd) in an inundation 
1, bf his love. When it hath extin- 
 [uiſht the ſcorching lawleſle de- 
tt |fires of the fleſh, and kindled the 
e |toly ones of the Spirit; the body 


r |tebels no longer, but becomes 
- obe- 
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obcdient to it in all things. Why 
it hath once fixed its eyes onthl, 
beloved objeR, it never removal, 
them thence, When 1t 1s once; y 
luminated with the beames of jh 4 
holy Ghoſt, it is preſently tun{,, 
intoall Eye, all Spirit, all Light, 
no otherwiſe than thoſe thingy; 
the fire once layes hold on, ary, 
turn'd into fire it ſelfe. Oftholh, 
who live in Wedlocke, it 1s lay; 
that they are two in one fleſh; and; 
why may it not be ſaid of Chrifh, 
and the Soule wedded to hinþ,. 
that they are two in one Spirit}, 
And ifever it might be report. 
of any, ſurely of this Holy Vie 
gin, who (though ſhe was devide ol 
from her Redeemer in Body)y 7 
jn ſoule ſhe was united to him|j, 
When her eyes were grownq.. 


dimme with her ſo long dwelluys 
0 


A pe Os 
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Nig that patt of Heaven wherethey 

a, and loſt - him, ſhe caſt them ii 
W  Jwne on: the earth; the poverty | 
n hereof the, commiſerated in thar 
was deprived of this one Iewell, 

My value aboveall it had left. And 
gw She: returnes into the holy 

""YAity aot-diſconſolate, and dceje- 

Med as other women are when 

10 ey loſe: their. onely childe; but 

"*Iiith a checrfull' look-for her Sons 
<Fitory, who had triumphed nor 
hcl over the Iew, but death'and 

Mel it ſelfe. She: matle her will 
t1:cky Gods, and though ſhe defi- 

Tired to be diflolved,. and be with 

"l Chriſt, yer ſince it was his beſt 

&e pleaſure: ſhe ſhould: continue lon- 

VAger here below, ſhe readily aflen- 

"ted, reſolving by her example on = 
earth, to furniſh heaven with 
dSaints. Dammianus ſayes, that 
; after | 
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*$.Bern- 
hard. In 
ſerm, de 
verb. 
Apoca- 
Iyp. 
Signum 
magnu, 


ſhe there received the firſt fruits |! 


after her Sennes deceaſe, ſhe re4erc 
mained ten 'daies in Prayer and(ſri 
Faſting, expecting: with a ferventyio! 
longing, the promiſed comming hull 
of the Spirit, Saint Luke witnel-| ( 
ſeth that ſixe.ſcore men and wo-ſjat 
men were afle mbled in one rome,Þ0\ 
and joyned in hearty prayer,ofÞat 
the which, Mary the Mother of nt 
Izsus was one. And.: as he ur 
names her laſt, ſo her wonted Hu-F 
mility perſwades me that ſhe had Þc 
the laſt, and * loweſt: place, andils 
ſate beneath the other {infull wo- ſc 
men of inferiour quality, '1n.re- 
membrance of her humble Idrd ig 
now exalted. And it is more than Þc 
probable that ſhe was preſent with Pu 
the Apoſtles, when -the Holy þ0 


Ghoſt came upon them, and that |. 


of the Spirit. After which time c 
we | 
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re-jereade no. more of her in holy 
andFſrit. For where, and ' with 
cathhom, how ſtrictly, and how pi- 
Ingfuſly ſhe liv'd after the Aſcention 
wy Chriſt, till the houre of her 


0-frath, ſaith 1delphonins, is onely 


r,howne to God the ſcarcher of 


offarts, and to the Angels her dili- 
offnt Viſiters. The reaſon which 
he-jany alledge why neither the 
1-k{ of her life, nor death are pen- 
d-frd by the holy Evangelifts is 
dis, that the Apoſtles were ſo bu- 
2 fed about the converſion of the 
- [ewes and the Gentiles, & enlarg+ 
d hs of the Chriſtian Church, That 
n jicy had no time to ſet downe the 
h particular Acts of herlife after her 
y Ponnes Aſcention,nor the ſeverall 
t Circumſtances of her death, as 
s |ſhere, when, and how ſhe dyed. 
e Pome Authours peremptorily 
38 | MAIN » 


Serm. 5+ 
de Al- - 
ump. 


Virg 
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$&erm,de 
dormit. 
Virg. 


_ continued; with him at Zphyſ 


| 
maintaine (upon what. groundhj# 
know not) that ſhe liv'd-to her ſup9, 
venticth yeare, and to her la 
houre dwelt in Jeruſalem, neared | 
her Sonnes Sepulchre. Othersuph#l 


on no better warrant averrethg t 
ſhe went with 704» into Aſia, andf 


till her death, and urge the autho-P 
rity of Ignatius, who affirmesthaÞs) 
ſhe wrote to him in theſe words Þ'4 
1 will come with Tohn to ſee thee, and". 
thy friends, &rc. Concerning herf 
death, Some ayouch that the AP 
poſtles, and the moſt eminent off 
the Primitive Church, were pre 
ſent at it. Damaſcen faith thaÞ? 
Chriſt was alſo there in perſon, | 
and that he thus ſpake to her:Come|ſ 
my bleſſed Mother into the reſt 1 havut ( 
prepar d for thee, and that ſhee ths lf 
iu way of anſwer prayed to him : - & 
Wy 
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nd hands, O my Sonne, I commend 
ſap Spirit - Recerve that deavre Soule 
[af thox haſt preſerved free from all 
rerfvke. As I will not juſtific all 
uſe their Afſertions for true, ſo 
the other fide I will not con- 
nmne them as erroneous, not be. 

? able to convince them of un- 
he.uth, and for ought I know. they 
hay have paſs'd by unwritten 
& ſradition from man to man. 1 
ll cherefore affirmatively ſay 
thing but this, that moſt aſſh- 
Adly her death was welcome to 
offer, in thatſhe had fo often both 
reteditated and praftifſed it, having 
atjpany times by auſterity, and con- 
n,mplation, departed this life ere 
0c left it. If that of Sexeca be true, 
2 [at to dye well, is to dye willing- 
19, then certainly ſhe dyed the 


4|(cath of the Righteous. She was 
"y not 
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not ignorant that Death tothe ul 
isno other than a delivery fra 
priſon, a laying downe. of a hyy 

then, the end of a Pilgrimage, t} 

unmanacling of the Soule, thi 
diſcharging ofa due debt to NW 
ture, the returnce into our trufl 
Country, the dore that opens 
to a never fading life, the entrand 
intothe celeſtiall Kingdome, an 
the Vſher that was to condudt 


; « 
1 W 


Geert ol! "_ 
PX Ba 
- i _ . Tt: p - 


to her bleſſed Saviour, wits 
whom ſhe had mentally convey 
Ted ever ſince he left the earth 
Since which time there be wii 
avouch that ſhe never willing 

_ ſawany man. 
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e done, 


And, there, haue GOD for Rather,.Sp i &Sonne. 
The Angels way tc, the world ſind wondring by 
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Hey The ſame modeſty I hay 
aſſump- ſhew'd in treating of her death, 
tion, Afhall reſerve in diſcourſing of he: i 
Aſſumption, which by many of 
the Fathers, all of the Romiſtſ,, 
Church, and ſome of the Refor: 
med is held for an undoubted|,. 
truth, though upon no ſounderþ,, 
proofes than the former produceſ,. 
concerning her departure hence.|,, 
Bullinger dire&tly backs this opini-, 
on. We ave beleeve, ſaith he,that thi], 
wombe of the God-hearing Virgin, N 
and the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, thal, 
#, her ſacred body, to have beent i|- I 
ſumed into heaven. Brentius leaves 6 
it indifferent to usto beleeve whe , 
ther or no ſhe aſcended in Soule|,” 
in body, orboth. 1 might wellbelF: 
ſaith he, that as Enoch was tranſl, 
ted in body into heaven, and as many 
bodies of the Saints did riſe witl| 
| | Chrif,| 


h 
ne 


Lib.de 

origine 
erroris, 
Cap. I6 . 
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ve drift; Ss Maty alſo might 
body be aſſured into Hea- 
rn. But moſt certain it is that 
obtained eucrlaſting Feli- 
ty. And ſome ther b= who 
kmand why God might 
oe manifeſt his power by 
'[r, privy to ſo many di- 
tne ſecrets and myſteries, 
" swell as by an Angell,or 
K kby Elias, who after long 
. ftayer, was taken up In a 
fiery Chariot, Some a- 
Fine, (who hold thatrche 
head who aroſe with 


xt 


0 
6} 
Ir: 
ed 
ler 


ce 


jl 


Fits ; Glory, and were not 
Fane reduc't into Afﬀfies) 
| linke the Aſſumption of 
" wy altogether as likely, 
"lo Damaſee ſaith, the 

Ws works 


"rift; aſcended with him 


Hom, I.In Dis 
Aflump, Virgin, 
See Athanafius 
on thu very point, 
a Father of great 
repre, both with 
the Latines and 
the Greekes in hi 
ſerm, in Evang. 
de fanciſlima 
Deipara, eLud 
Iobannes Rivius 
in hs Booke de 
abuſibus Ecclefiz 
though hee dares 
not maintaine her 
corporal Aſſnmp- 
ron, jet hee will 
zor deny it,as be- 
ing 4 thing proba- 
ble enough. 
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workes ofthe Deity are thereford 
poffible, becauſe omnipotent, and 
that there are ſome things, while 
thongh they are wholly omitte$#: 
11 holy Scriptures, yet uponeviÞ 
dent reaſons they are believ'd,and 
exemplifies his poſition in the: 


 Aflumption of the Virgin Manf' 


Dammianus argues thus, That ao 
conceiving without ſinne, ſheÞ0: 
brought forth her Sonne withouſ( 


paine, a curſe laid on all otherwoſ® 


men : ſo mightir well bethathhſ#: 
who was without {inne, might of 
vercome Death, the reward ofif: 
Some goe abour to prove it by thÞ!! 
Text, Ariſe Lord into thy reſt, thu 
and the drke of thy Santfificatid Mit 
Nay, I have read a moderne Or! 
tour, who thus elegantly deſcribqur 
the manner of it : When, ſaith hp) 
the Soul of thus Sweet one, reattudtifin. 


_ [Thelife of the Virgin Mary. #13 


torr body, ſhe aroſe in Triumph from 
, an» Sepulcher, and was aſſumed into 
hicfeaver. Ix her paſſage thither, the 
Itteqves bowed and bended themſelves 
evip make ber a triumphant Arch 
Janqrough which ſhee might paſſe in 
 thqeater ſtate. The Sunne with his 
lanighteſt beames imbrac't her, that 
t 2$177/t be ſaid, A woman was 
ſho0arh'd with the Sunne. The 
noufloore fkooped to her, that it might be 
woluulg'd the Moone was under her 

tt. 7 he brighteſt of the Starres in- 
or wove themſelves - to make her 4 
fiudiant Crowne, ec. But this de- 
thcription is no more theological, 
#an the conſent of the orbes is 
iftilofophicall, and is no' way 
rorreſpondent to the dignity of 
Fir Sacred ſubje&, on whoſe tri- 
nphant entry into Heaven; ha- 
ing beene a faithfull, and reve- 
h | P. 3 rent 
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rent Attender,-I will now returnyhas 
to vindicate her honour here okon 
Earth, and make an Apology wn, 
Chriſtians (with ſhame and: hor{hai 
rour {ſpeake it) for Chriſts own 
Mother. ”,"-. 

| a, 


It may pleaſe then the gentlnd 
Reader to underſtand that tw; 
queſtions ariſe amongſt the Moe: 
derne Divines. The one whetherſii 
or no ſhe merited to be the Mob 
ther of Gad; the other which way: 
ſhe could deſerve that greateſt olfþ 
Glories. For the firſt, they athimjjat 
that neyer any Creature merited| 
fo great a bleſſing as the incarnzjy, 
tion of Gods owne Sonne. For heh 
ſent, ſay they, his 'Sonne into theſh 
world, not urg'd thereto: by outfit 
merits, but out of his ownf(c 
meere Grace and Goodnelſſe. hh 

Wo 
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tas a worke of his Charity, and 
 Afondeſcending, not of retributi- 
' hn, or obligation: and therefore 
Orihat he choſe not the Virgin Ms- 
"ey to be the Mother of Chriſt, as 

ie was a Virgin, humble, obedi- 
at, adorn'd with Faith, Charity, 
thind other divine vertues, but be- 
wakauſe God had decreed her to 
lobeare his onely Sonne, therefore 
«his beſt pleaſure was, ſhe ſhould 
lhe Miſtreſſe of perfections ſute- 
able to ſo high a Calling. Wher- 
dilpre Saint Paul ſaies, Becauſe God 
mhath predeſtinated us, therefore 
dic calles, juſtifies, and glorifies 
15s, and not becauſe we are juſt, 
heſherefore he cle&erh us. Againe, 
whey argue thus, that all our me- 
wits depend on Chriſt, and are 
Wikeriy'd from him, and therefore 
kIhe was without all deſert before 
4 P 4 her 
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1er Sonne had imparted it to her, | 
T hat this was well knowneto her, þ 
is manifeſtly proved by her d- þ 
vine Hymne, in which fhe' ac- 
knowledgeth all good to proceed r 
from him, and therefore to him 
aſcribeth all honour and glory. ] 
Others her Champions, who cou- 
ragiouſly fight, not onely for herþi 
heavenly, bur earthly triumph, hi 
confelic that ſhe was not preterdſi 
to that ſupreme dignity by deſert 
buthy Congruity, as they callir 01 
that is, not that ſhe was abſolutely ke 
worthy of ſo great a grace, but ; 
that ſince God had fixed adecreeſiid 
to ſend his dearely beloved SonneÞv, 
amonelſt us, the of all others wasus 
the fitteſt ro conceive and bearefer 
him. Bur here againe they diffether 
about the way, in that ſo manyfac 
waies they hold her capable offÞoy 


; this 


——— 


js ineſtimable Diadem. Some 
7, pethe preheminency to her Vir. 
nity, and ſay, the love of that 
tew the Sonne out of the bo- 
me of his Father, into her hal- 
wed wombe; and therefore the 
1, ſext ſaies not, that a faithfull, an 
uw þedient, or an humble ſhall con. 
cr five, but a Virgin. Others attri- 
h, ute this ſupreme favour to her 
"dhith, by which (as Saint Pal de- 
rt, ponſtrates all the miraculous 
t:forkes of the old Teſtament have 
ly kene begunne and perfected: 
utWherefore her Confin Elizabeth 
eefid to her, Bleſſed art thou, becauſe 
neo haſt beleeved. Some alcribe 
735hlis infinite honour done her. to 
refer Humility, ro which all other 
erfertues flow, no otherwiſe than 
nythe waters naturally runne to. the 


ofÞoweſt places. This caus'd herts/ 


tus ſay 
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eonſcnt of all. For my ow 


ſay in her gratcfull Hymne, Thayt 
baſt regarded the lowhneſſe of thhtc 
Hand-maid. Others impute thþo\ 
conferring of this greateſt bleſſnfar 
onher, to her obedience, in thy 
ſhe committed all to the will gy 
the higheſt, with this proteſtatiogre 
Behold the Hand-maid of the Log 
beitto mee according to thy Wit 
Others give her Charity the un 
er hand, which as Saint Pay! try 
ſtifies, gives life and ſpirit to aþn 
other vertues, they being withoual 
it no other than dead Imagche 
Laſtly, ſome there are who wit 
not award the Crowne to this gr 
that peculiar vertue reſiding lx 
her, but to the unired Harm! 

of them altogerher; for they ſap 
it is not this ſtring, or that, makthec 
the Muſicke, but the accord, ang | 


part 
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Tit, (Divinity not being the 
thheare whercin my ftudies | 
thgove) a modeſt inquifition will I! 
linfetter become me, than a bold $1 
td peremptory Concluſion in | 
l qy point of Controverſic. Wher- 


10gre I moſt humbly ſubmit this, = 
4d all things elſe divine, by me | 
a#&ndl1ed, to the Cenſure and de- 4 
mination of the Church of | f 
 theland; whoſe not Connivence | \ 


 ſþne, but approbation Iknow I 
10Kkll haye in boldly affirming that 


&Þ was a tranſcendent Creature, | 
wiht to be ranked in reſpe&t of 1 
5 Fr worth, with any of her ; 


? Ike, but to have a place aſfſign'd | 
o8r apart, and above them all; i. 
layking not to be conſidered as 2 p 
akkere woman, butas a Type, or 
ng Idza of an Accompliſht pic- 
vn, They who uphold the latter 
att of 
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* F have 


both 
heard 


theſe 13- 
FYeVEerent 


ſpeeches, 


and read 


them 


Cenſurd 


of the aforeſaid opinions, ere 
not ſo much in my judgement, 
in the adoring extreame, as ſome 
r00 ſevere maintainers of the for-ſ 
mer, doein the neglecting. Theypn 
are ſo farre from prailing her 
theinſelves, that they meſt unjuſty 
iy deprive her of the praiſe givenÞic 
her by others. The Puritans inf 
generall, but eſpecially the obſtiÞ® 
nate 7ox-Conformiſts of this LandÞl 
are thoſe I meane, who as in their 
Courſe oratory they calleqp, 
Qneene Er1zas tr n, Quenſ® 
Beſſe, So they give this Holy VirF! 
gin no higher a ſtile, than oF 
* Mal, Gods Maide, They reje Fl 
all Teſtimonies of her worth, aÞt 
Haile Mary full of Grace, The Lorq0 
is with thee, :and, thou haſt fountpa 
grace with God, and, Hee that i 
mighty, hath magnified mee, - l 


——  —— co. . cc 
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erref generations ſhall call mee 3n 4 Manuſcript 
cnt; ſed, and, Bleſſed z the of 4 moſt learned 
mmehmbe that bore thee, and Door of the 
for-Jeſſed are the paps that gave Engliſh Church. 


And this is very 


heyſee ſucke , and whence ,1p1.,, al ſuch 
herpes 74s that the Mother of 1; heare and per- 


uſt-þy Lord ſhould come tome? uſe their illite- 
ven id oF. leſſ ed art thou amon rate Sermons,full 
; ine, and,. Bleſſed is the of inveitives a- 
oh. wh of, thy wonnbe.. They - £4#/t.the antient 


ndÞhorre to heare her call'd $9995 414 Fa- 
thers of the 


heirfomima, Lady, or Deipa- Church, and a- 
led God-bearing , iew , of bounding with 
zeniem being 1{o learned, c - predications of 
Virſen in their owne Facil- their owne 1gnoe 
of, as to know that they 7417 Brethren. 
jeho ſo ſtile her, thinke 

| aÞt that the God-head 

orfroceeds from her, but 

wniat ſhe brought forth 

t &briſt, in whom was the 

andnion of both Natures , 

Al and 
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and therefore they being inſepf® 
rablc, ſhe muſt by ſtrong conlf*" 
quence be deliver'd of both Gof © 
and Man. And why are they dq® 
terr'd from giving her theſe hy p 
nourable Epithites « Becauſefot 
footh they challenge to thenſ® 
felyes a greater meaſure of knonf | 
14. ledge;buta leſſer of Picry than di d 
Eft; their Anceſtors. By diſclaiminf” 
18 words, and phrafes familiar i" 
118 Antiquity, and by inventing nf; 
i'4 | leffe reverent, and fignificanty, * 
they give all men to underſtang. 
that they had rather be reputed. 
g00d Grammarians, than Chr * 
ſtians, and had rather give name | 
tothe Church, than accept thet 
from her. and cheriſh prophiand 
| Novelties, rather than alfow 0 
»# Revercnt Antiquities. They wrel [ 
Many places of Scripture to mY 

| that 
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Mr Chriſt himſclfe lighted and 
uked her, which depravations 
theirs (were my Readers 
; 44urkes) I would draw into the 
Joht and lay their deformity 0- 
fyFato all; bur it is necdlefle (1 
nÞuſt) to informe a Chriſtian, that 
on Wo hath ſaid, Hononr thy Fa- 
{7 «va thy Mother, would furely 
npvcr breake his owne Com- 
- Fadement, and by flighting 
Þ Mother, trench upon a finrc 
ntl all others moſt deteſtable in 
ab fight , Ingratitude. Of one 
"ling I will affure them, till they 
pife good Mattars, they ſhall ne- 
ne be good Chriſtians ; while 
ene} derogate from the dignity 
nf the Mother, they cannot true- 
- of Pononr the Sopre, They are 


Iconfefle, much more _favoura- 


r Es: | 
vc to her, than the Iewes, but 


hat by 


ONES CI ena. com ad 
' 
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by farre more detracting fro, 

her thanthe Turkes, which Af, 

| fertion of mine is ſtrengthendy; 
with evident prooftes both outq 

i the Iewiſh Thalmud, and Tu, 

if kiſh Alchoran, The Iewes ci. 

| her Thlua, as much as to ſajj, 

Butcherefle , or the wite of |; 

Butcher, and. S#o, a * publilþ, 

finner, and Thea, one pollute 

with all manner of uncleane ar; 

filthy luſt. And all of their Rqy; 

ligion are 'enjoyned in ſolemn, 

Prayer made 1n their Sinagoguday 

thrice every day to curſe Chriſty, 

his Mother, and all the Chriſt of 

an Sect, as isto be found atlargy} 

in the third Booke of the Thal,, 

mud, wholly. compos'd of ridicy, 

Tous. Fables, groſſe Errors, an{yf, 

| horrid Blaſphemies. True it Þe/ 

= That the Turkiſh Alchoran novye; 

acknow 


—_— —— — —__—__———.——— 


—— 


_ 


The life ofthe Virgin M a RY. 225 


me IR Chriſt tobe God, 
And now againe denies him, ta- 
*MWking him 1n at the fore-dore, and 
hurting him out at the backe, 
Tut yet doe they hold him the grea- 
teſt of Prophets next their Ma- 
la) pmer. Bur his Mother they mag- 
k Inifie above all women that ever 
litbreathed this Ayre. Let us heare 
uithis Oracle ſpeake, in all things 
Aelſe falſe, but in this moſt true. 
Theſe enſuing are the very for- 
Mnall words of the Alchoran. 0 
SWOMary, excellent above all men and 
Ullpomern, who perſevereſt inthe ſtudy 
MYfGod enely. And in another place, 
ago Mary, God hath choſen thee, and 


hi: urified thee, hee hath elected thee to 


make thee famoms above the women 
alfa Ages : and againe, Mary by 
it Wehaving her ſelfe wiſely < if enilty 
10Weither of Malice, nor any wicked- 
ow 2, veſſe, 


Lu 


—— 


——_— 
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Ot Wo. 


S, Au- 

ſtinlib. 
de nat. 
& grat, 
Cap. 36. 


neſſe, which cauſed us to breath our | 


ſoule into her. Laſtly, that Many 
men have beene perfect, but no wi 
wan was ever found perfet?, bu 
Mary the Mother of Teſwus. Bit 
though truth is to be imbract 
wherc ever we finde it, yet it wil 
appeare more gracefull in the 
mouthes of Chriſtians, whoſe 
moſt learned, moſt eloquent, and 
moſt judicious Doctour, we will 
prodnice, giving this Teſtimony 
of this our deareſt Lady, Excet 
(ſaith he) the boly Yirgein Mary, 
(whom for the honour I owe my Lard 
and Maſter, I will not name whw 
ſinne is my ſubject ) whom to haut 
had grace infus'd into her, wholly i 
ſubdue ſinne, wee know by the, thit 
ſhee was thought worthy to conceive 
and bring forth him, who aſſuredh 
was without finne : This Yarein, 1 


Js), 


wh... A 
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fay, extepted, if we conld Recall, and | 
Aſſcrable together all the Saints de- I 
1; | parted, and ſhould aske them, if they 
| were without ſinne, they would nina- [ 
| Prmmonſly thus anſwert : 1f we ſhould 
ill ſay we have nd fume, we deceive our ' 
ho ſelves, and there is no truth in ms, [ 


ſo But becauſe the Fathers are no 
"1 | Way ſuſpected of neglect towards { 
* | h ill ſpare rheir verdicts, — | 
11 | 2er, we will ſpare their verdicts, | 


and chiefly inſert their Commen- 
z, | darions of her, who werethe firſt 
P | Reformers of our Church. Zs- 
">| ther ſhall be their Leader, who 
faith, That none but the Firgin 
Mary either was, or ever ſhallbe ſo 
: holy: That the fruit of her wombe 
Ho ſhall be bleſſed, ſince no other con- 
reiwes without pleaſure and ſinne < q 
4, |*nd againe , 1z this is Mary bleſſed, K 
] | That ſo great gifts are givento her, | 
ſy 6 ſurpaſſe humane : underſtanding. 


a_— 


* Thoeh 
Eraimus 
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For hence all honour and. beatitude | 


proceeds, that 1n the Ymwverſall hy- 


mane race one perſon ſhould be ſupe- | 


riour t0 the reſt to whom none ſhould 
be equall, becauſe one and the ſame 
Sore i common to her with the 
heavenly Father. This he applyes 
to that ſaying of Mary. Hee that i 
mighty hath magnified mee, oc, 
The f-me Author in another place 
fayes, Mary is our Mother, Chrif 
our Brother, and God our Father, and 
that all this « true, the t aithfull by 
effect doe finde. Calvin cals het 
his M:fireſſe. Wee willingly, ſaith 
he, take Mary for our Miſtreſſe, i 
whoſe doctrine and precepts we art 
obed.ent. * Eraſmys tiles her his 


Wo 


: 


| 


[ 
| 
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Refurmer of owr Church, yet he is much ſuſpefted , 
by the Romiſh Church, and moſt ſerviceable to the ; 
Prot: 1am inthe ſetting ont of the Fathers, : 
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de |Savioreſle. Orcolampadirs thus de- 
w- |lvers his approbation of her. 
i liruf in God 3; Prall never be ſail 
ua \if me, that 1 didoppoſe the d'grity of 
me \Mary, towards nn a to be never ſo 
the |litle ill affected, I hold to be a moſt 
'esS \ertarne ſrene of a Reprobate minde. 
ts |ihe who is above all, Dneene of all, 
Mc Inhoz God above all hath hononred, © 
ace |hould mot ſhe be eſteemed among jt 
nf \dlthe moſt eminent * Bucerus pro- 
ed tſterh, That a godly m:nde w.ll rot 
by |ndge but charitably and prouſly of 
her er, who brought forth Chriſt our 
th [lord + Bullingeras concludes ; If 
, 0Mary be bleſſed amongſt all wamen, 
art [md to bee pronounced bleſſed by all 
his Wations, moſt curſed are the Tewes, 
bY ho never ceaſe to revile and ſland:y 
wr iro and moſt unhappy are thoſe 
wnterfeit Chriſtians, who (berng 
tle better than Iewes) robbe her of 
04- - 3 the 
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the praiſe due ta her. Needs muſt ſhe 
be indued with a ſingular moſt [eleft, 
end perpetuall Virginity and purity, 
who eſpecially choſen by Godtoly 
the Temple of his Sonne, andthe Ma-, 
ther of the moſt haly. Now if any of 
theſe contradict themſelves by 
pulling downe in other places 
thoſe Trophies of her praiſe]: 
which here they haue erected, 
they are to. be anſwered as the| 
Satyre did the Man with whom 
he ſaid he would no longer con- 
verſe,becauſe he ſaw hot andcold 
breath ro iſſue from the ſame 
Mouth. But to leave rhem; All 
parts of the world have produced 
Admirers of her worth, 


S yo 


| 


ral Fang 
ec, 
ity, | 
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Syria hath brought forth 
Epbraim. 
Auntiochia Saint Cory 6- 


ſtome. 


( apadocia Saint Bafill, and 
Saint Nazianten. 
ConStantinople,Germanus and 
"| Proclus. 
Dalmatia,Saint Hierome, 
Germany, Rupertus, Alber- 


| FHF 3 and Aegrippa 


Pogland, Beda. 

France, Bernbard. 

Spaine, Alphonſus. 

Traly, Aquinas and Bonawen- 


HTC. 
Q 4 Af- 
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- -_  Aﬀrick, ' Sainc Cyprian, and | 
Saint Auſiin. 


Greece, Dionyfins Arcopagi- 


fa, Tc. 


To theſe ſucceed famous 
Chriſtian Poets, antient and 
Moderne, who have written 


Pannegyricks upon her, as 


Beda. 
Gregorins Naztangenus. 
Innocemtins Pontifex. 
Afﬀtius Sanazarins. 
Adam de Santo vitbore. 
Alcimus AVitus, 
Antonius Muretns. 
Aurelins Prudentius. 
adage Buy 
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d | Baptiſta Mantuanns. 

| Clandianus. 

| Franciſcus Petrarcha, | 
Godjridus Viterbienfis. 
Hieronymus Vida. 

1s Paulinus. 

id | D.Philippus Menzelins, 
en | Rudolpbus Agricola, 

a5 | Sedulints. 

Venantius Fortunatus. 


t 


Totheſe I adde many Em- 
perours, Princes, and Princeſ- 
les, and a world of devout 
Zreat ones, Who haye beenc 
her profeſſed admirers, as 

(onſtantine the great. 
| Charles 
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fl 
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Carles the great. 
Pulcheria Auguſta. 
Henry the ſecond, Empe. 
rour, 
Alpbonſus the chaſte in|' 
Spain. | 
Egovardus in Hungatie, 
Boliflaus in Polonia, 
Fencefaus in Bobemia. 


. en SD = IO Q..,, — A (> 5 tu oe —_ .- 


> -  _ 
COT OOO 2 =—_— LE ——— ——— 


— 


ms 


"| Thelife of the Virgin Many. 235 


——_ 


CY 
—— 4 


en... A 


All which are Canonized for 
| Saints, and hayeerected and de- 
XX dicated Temples to her Mcmory. 
Neither have the Princes of this 
in| our Ile beene defective in doing 
her all poſſible honour, and in 

| Confecrating Chappels | and 
Temples to her Memory. Frede. 
ricke the third Emperour, made 
the Contemplation of her, al 
moſt his onely food. Stephane, 
King of Hangarie, called his king- 
dome the Marian Family. In this 
glorious Family, whole king- 
domes, and Common-wealths 
aj| have enrolled themſelves. My 


_ 


tonumber all thoſe who have Re- 
ziſtred their names in the Soda- 
litie of. the Rofary of this our 
bleſſe& Lady, the originall of 
= which 


a. w 


Arithmeticke will not ſerve mee py 
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of Naupattan, gain'd by Tohn of 
Auſiria, and the Chriſtians, which 
victory was attributed to her in- 
terceſhon with her Sonne. The 
ColonianSodallity firſt inſtituted, 
had out of Lowaire, 4509. out of 
Brabant, 30090, out of Gueldria, 
4000. out of Holland and Zeland, 
7000. &c. Many holy Orders al- 
ſoare of this Sodality, as the Be- 
nedidtines, the Ciſtertians, the 
Franciſcans, the Carthufians, and 
many others, It all theſe Teſtimo- 
mes and Examples of great wor- 
thy and pious people will not 
move us to honour her, we fhall 
_ be jude'd both unworthy of this 
; life, and ignorant of that better to 
come. For ſhame let not us alone 
deny her that honour and praiſe 


which all the world allowcs her. 
Afﬀer 


which is derived from the battaile 


— 


After theſe impartiall witneſſes 
of her worth, we will place thoſe 
divine priviledges imparted to her 


by the Almighty, tor which we 


have (if that alone were ſufficient) 
he Authority of many pious, 
karned men. 


Firſt, they afhrme, That her 
Chaſte cyes ſent forth ſuch divine 
deames that (though her Loveli- 
teſſe. moved not onely all mindes 
o honour her,and all Eyes to gaze 
on hers) yet they never kindled an 
unholy fire in the moſt Adulterate 
boſome. A ſacred priviledge pe- 
culiar to this Saint alone; for it 
was the will of. her omnipotent 


Sonne, that neither Sathan nor 9 
Miniſters ſhould conſpire the- 
rerthrow of that chicfe Tem ple 


of 
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of his Spirit, which his fleſh had | 
inhabited ſo long, nor any impure || 
thought ayme at the mudding of b 
this pureſt Fountaine. Wherher 
her prophetick Soule foreſaw the |! 
{ſnares of the ungodly, and fo 
ſhun'd them, they ſay not, once ' 
for certaine they averre, that 

Temptations aym'd at her, broke 

ike Haile againſt a Rocke, nor : 
could all the Engines of the 
world, the fleſh, and the Divell /* 
hutt her more, then can the ya- 6 
pours arifing from the carth,reach 

the holy inhabitants of Heaven, 
And this opinion (for ought I | 
know, I ſubmit it to better judge- | 
ments) may without, or profana- | 
tion, or blaſphemy, be admitted 
into all honeſt boſomes : for if be- 
yond the power of nature he pre- |. 
ſerved Ions entire in the Whales * 
| Belly, 


Ic 
Ic 
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< |bclly, ifhe proteed Daviel from 
-« ine ravenous Lyons, ſhould not 
of [ie ſecure her from Corruption 
« fhom he had adorn'd with ſoma- 
he y vertues and dignities © 


0 | Next, they hold that ſhe was 2 Pri- 
x [ot onely without blemifh, bur viledge, 
1. [er very lookes ſent forth ſuch 

or Kavcnly rayes, that whoſocver 

he held them, drew thence a ve- 

al] {all fire thar never went out, and 
14. [owed an everlaſting Virginity. 
< |f this be a truth, it is a curious 
n, Ac, and It is not materiall at all 
* whether Or no it be beleeved, or 
oe- ered. 

*-q| Thirdly,that the conceiv'd and 3 7r- 
,e. Ire her Sonne, -not onely with. 
re. Mut paine (the common Curſe ans 
les Kexed to (Clilde-bearing ) but 
Ily, with 


toe RG A EEE At * bn tet tro tine he 7 LOI tin oo x _ 


IF IEEE es tes a 


% 
X: Sc fa Er nr” oo Dom + ca 
— 


240 


- The Femall Glory, or, 


- quencht in her all heat of carnall 


with infinitc delight. This alſois 
a Curioſity,and of no importance 
whether it be ſwallowedor no. 


Fourthly and laſtly, that ſhe had: 
a Frigidity of Soute, which 


concupiſcence. This laſt priyi- 
ledge 1s implyed in the firſt, and 
may perchance ſafely be received. 
Therruth is,we may ſecurely give 
her all humane attributes (noten- 
croaching on the divine) for ſhe 
was in dignity above all, but God 
himſelfe. Faith and Charity, the 
fulneſſe of the Law were in her hl 
full. She was in an aQtiveand con; 
templarive life, admirable. The 
Tongue eſteemed the worſt par 
in a woman, Was in her the beſt, 
which well might charme Eares, 


nn 


offend them it could not. Her 
Soule 


- ZI” ae 
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S0ule weigh'd her Conceptions, 


| and gave them a rayment of yer- 


fucs owne hiew; for certainly ſo 


| cleere thoughts were apparcll'd 
 inas faire words. She who both 


after her canception, and at ocher 
times is commended to us by the 
ſacred Scriptures,for laying up all 
holy Sayings in her heart, can we 


| imagine that ſhe could ſpeake a- 
| miſſe 2 Neither could ſhe commit 
*| any undecent At, who liv'd ina 


Light to others inacceſſible, They 


dl who maintaine that tor a time the 


whole Militant Church was in her 


ra] alone, have probability to backe 


(0)1 

[he 
pat 
eſt, 
res, 


them; for I know not in whom 
elſe it could remaine, when his 
Apoſtles, Diſciples, Friends, Kin- 
dred, and all others - forſooke 


Her 


zule 


Chriſt, ſhe onely excepted, who 
' would not leave him, who from 
R before 
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before his birth, had ſtucke to her, 
I will conclude with this Aſſerti- 
on, That if ever the Soule of any 
mortall enjoyed here on carth the 
embraces of her heavenly Spouſe, 
and tooke from him a kifſe ſwee- 
ter than all the Eaſterne Odours, 
this was ſhe. 


( 


_— 
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And bere, O bleſſed Virgin! 


thee. O thou eternal glory of © 
thy ys had the Queene of 
Sheba ſeene thee, as [be did Sa- 
lomon, ſhee had not ſo ſoone 
beene delivered out of tbe 
Trance into wbich her Aqmirati- 
os caſt ber. 1n chee ſhee might 
bave diſcovered all the perfetti. 
0s of wbich woman kinds 65 ca- 
pable, who wer indeed vertu- 


aly thy ſexe. In thee Atpatia 


_ |mebt have found ber Modeſty, 


Livia her Prudegcy, Sulpita 


 $- her 
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thee, and direth my ſpeech to 700- 
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ber Majeſtic and Gravity, 
Cornelia ber Patience, Lucre- 
tia her (baſtity, Porcia her 
Fortitude, Tanaquill ber In- 
duſiry, Plautina ber fruzality, 
and all theſe in eminency. But 
why talke 1 of the Heather to 


Fe who didſz not onely out- | 
frip in manifold -vertues all the 
Femall,but the Maſculine Saints 


themſelves © Thbou didſt excel 
Abel in Jnnocency, Abraham 
in Faith, liaac in Obeaience, 
David x Gentleneſſe, the Pro- 


pbets and Apoſtles in Piety, aud 


þ 
ſ 
, 
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\ 


the Martyrs in Patience, O thou ſ 


whom Heaven would have of | 
the 
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ſublimity with it ſelfe, thou art 
ſo farre from baving an equal, 
(that all thy ſexe cannot afford a 
worthy witneſſe of thy E xcelley- 
cies! O thou Mother of the true 
Moles, who never put on the 
yoke of Pharaoh, but food free 
in the middeſtof Ex ypt! Thou 


rodde of Ieſle, alwaies ſtraight, 
| who brought} forth the fruit of 


life thou wert here a terreſiriall 


1 | Paradice, whereinto Serpent ne- 


ver entred, on which Gods ma- 
lediftion was never impos d,and 


baſt no doubt, now in the cele- 


' Niall Paradice a conſpicuons 


R 3 ſeate 
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the ſame conſtancy, purity, aud 


des es »6. YI T: 
Et = - 
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ſeate above all tbe Angelical 0r- 
ders,and next thy plorifi d Sonne 
bimſelfe. For if Chriſts promiſe 
20 all his fellow feeling members, 
that if they ſuffer with him, they | 
ſhall raigne with him, if they aye 
with bim, they {ball live with |b 
him; what eminent place in Hea- |] 
ven ſhale thou have aſligned 'w 
thee, who i ſoule didſt ſuffer for |fe 
him more,than all bis Martyrs? |» 
O thou bafhfull Morne chat didft |a 
pr c:de and produce our Sunne | | 
1 hou (irctmſcription (if } may |þ: 
[o {ay) of the uncircumſcribed! |w 
Thou roote to this Herbs of '# 
Grace | Thou Mother of out 0 


(rea- | 
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pho all things arefed | Thou 
Comprebender _ the incompre- 
benfible | T hou bearer of bins 
whoſe word ſuſtaines the Globes! 
Thou who didſ} impart fleſh to 
bim, who wanted nothing elſe ! 
Thou Sarah, thou. Mother of 
many Nations, who brought 
r |forth our lſaac, our Lavgbter, 


e | when a juſt ſorrow conceiy'd for 
; 4 loſſe efteem'd irreparable bad 
clouded this inferiour world ! 0 


pardon, gratious Princeſſe, my 
peake endeavours to ſumme uf 
thy value, which come as [hors 


of thee, a4 my bead does of Hea- 


R 4. Ven. 


((reatonr! Thou Nurſe to bimby. 
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yen. Notbing that is nor it i ſetf 


glorified, can expreſſe thy glory 
go the height. Thou deſervit a 


Quzre of Queenes here, and att- | 
other of Angels in Heaven to 
fing thy praiſes, Were all the 


Earrbs brood, the droppes, the 
ſands of the ſea, and the ſtarres 


of beavyen tongued, they could 


wort all expreſſe thee jo well, u 
ſilent extafie, 1 confeſſe, 0 ty 
ſweeteſt Lady! that now | bave 
ſaid all I canof thee, I have but 
but done like Timanthes, 4 
great Maſter in his dart, whi 
being to expreſſe the -vaſineſſe of 


«Cyclops in a ſmall table, ar: | 
one) 


—— | 


— 1 
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\ onely bis Thu be, by which the 


ſpeftators might judge of bis 


large proportion. To give thee 


| an eſtimation anjwerable to thy 


merit, is a thing umpoſable: F 


\ muſt therefore be content to doe 


by thee, as the antient Heathen 
did by the Images of their Gods, 
on whoſe heads, when by reaſon 
of their height, they could not 
place the Crownes, offer d to their 
Deities,they bumbly layd them ar 
their feet. 
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